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World Reaction to Iranian Airbus Downing Sampled 
WA0707160088 [Editorial Report} 


NEAR EAST & SOUTH ASIA 


Iran—Iranian media were quick to react to the downing 
of Iran Air flight 655 over the Persian Gulf on 3 July. In 
its first commentary on the incident, Tehran Domestic 
Service described the “horrendous” American “crime” 
as a “new development” in U.S. attempts to “intim- 
idate” Iran and “force it to compromise.” The offical 
response from Tehran was also swift. A 3 July Foreign 
Ministry statement broadcast by Tehran radio urged 
international condemnation of the “anti-human U.S. 
action,” which Foreign Minister Velayati, cited by 
IRNA, termed a “capital crime.” For his part, Prime 
Minister Musavi, in remarks carried by IRNA, declared 
that America “would not stay immune from the conse- 
quences of ‘this criminal act’.” “Our response to the U.S. 
is long-term preparation until victory.” 


On 4 July, Tehran Domestic Service aired a letter from 
Velayati to UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar. In 
his note, the foreign minister asserted that the 
“aggressive attack” violated “all international rules and 
regulations, especially Clauses | and 2 of the 1944 
Chicago Convention” on international civil aviation. He 
also asked for immediate UN condemnation and an 
on-site investigation. A st bsequent Tehran radio com- 
mentary said the “criminal United States should know” 
that the “unlawfully shed blood” will be “avenged in the 
same blood-spattered sky over the Persian Gulf.” 


On the same day, in a message of condolence to Ayatol- 
ah Khomeyni, his designated successor, Grand Ayatol- 
lah Montazeri, declared that it would be “befitting” for 
Khomeyni to “issue the necessary orders” to initiate 
“careful plans” for a “principled fight against the man 
enemy, the United States.” He explained that the strug- 
gic should encompass the “political, econcmic, cultural 
and military fronts,” adding that a “full-scale war against 
the United States cannot be fought with slogans and 
propaganda campaigns alone.” “Cores of resistance 
inside and outside the country” should make “financial, 
political, economic, and military interests the targets of 
their struggle.” In an announcer-read reply, Khomeyni 
asserted that “officials of the system must concentrate all 
their efforts toward the war,” and “endeavor to create 
massive developments in all war-related issues,” with 
“all going toward the fronts for an all-out war against the 
United States and its lackeys.” 


Among other Iranian reaction on 4 July, President 
Khamene‘i, interviewed by Tehran radio, referred to the 
“*mad rage and haired” of the United States, which led to 
“violent and disgraceful terrorism,” for which the U.S. 
Government “will have to suffer the consequences.” In a 
similar vein, Foreign Minister Velayati, addressing dip- 
lomats in remarks reported by Tehran Domestic Service, 
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stated that “the consequences” of the U.S. presence in 
the Gulf will be borne by America and “those countries 
that have invited or facilitated its presence.” 


On 5 July, in a speech to parliament, its speaker, 
Hojjat-ol-Eslam Hashemi-Rafsanjani, characterized the 
downing of the pane as “a disaster unprecedented in 
contemporary history,” adding that “we will not allow 
ourselves to refrain from taking revenge, and the choice 
of time is up to us, not the Uniied States.” Prime 
Minister Musavi, in a message to the leaders of 24 
countries summarized by IRNA, noted that the presence 
of the U.S. fleet had “seriously endangered the security 
of regional nations.’ He pointed out that “the Iranian 
Government considers the Reagan administration 
responsible for the crime,”’ and appealed to world leaders 
to ‘ react properly” so as to prevent similar incidents. 


Observing military maneuvers, President Khamene‘), in 
statements transmitted by IRNA on 6 July, promised a 
“firm response” to the incident. Tehran radio cited 
Khamene'i as pledging “total engagement against this 
very harsh, disastrous, and savage American action.” In 
an apparent reference to President Reagan's declaration 
that the United States considers the matter closed, 
Khamene’i said that not only was the case “not 
finished,” but that “it is only the start of the affair.” He 
then went on to highlight Iran’s right “to give an appro- 
priate response” to the “disaster.” 


In a later commentary, Tehran Domestic Service alleged 
that “it is now revealed” that the “USS Vincennes” had 
“previously endangered” lives “about a month ago” by 
tracking “civilian aircraft.” By “putting all the blame” 
on the “Vincennes,” the station explained, President 
Reagan was opposing the notion that it was the Ameri- 
can presence in the Gulf that had “caused” such “painful 
incidents.” On the same day, IRNA claimed that “firm 
evidence” existed “lending credence” to the theory that 
the downing was a “deliberate act” by the vessel, which 
was said to have a “dark record of U.S. state terrorism.” 
The emphasis on premeditation continued when Prime 
Minister Musavi, in remarks reported by IRNA, spoke of 
“documented evidence of a joint plot” by the United 
States and Iraq regarding this “unmanly” act. While 
stating that the attack would not go unanswered, Musavi 
added that “proper reaction” by the world “would be 
effective in preventing” similar tragedies on the future. 


Finally, in remarks carried by the Kuwaiti news agency 
KUNA but not monitored from Iranian media, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Lariyani “admitted” to 
the Austrian newspaper KURIER that the pilot of the 
Iranian airliner “did not pay attention to warnings by 
American warships,” as he was “busy with many things 
in the cockpit.” Iragq—Baghdad media coverage of the 
loss of Iran Air flight 655 has been limited. On 4 July, 
Baghdad INA transmitted a report citing Iranian oppo- 
sition leader Mas‘ud Rajavi as holding the Khomeyni 
regime responsible for the downing of the airliner due to 
its insistence On continuing the war. Two days later, in 
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another INA dispatch on a speech by President Saddam 
Husayn, the Iraqi president accused Khomeyni of reit- 
erating his “evil intentions” against Arabs, Muslims, and 
human values “in his reply to Montazeri following the 
occurrence of the regrettable incident involving the 
Iranian passenger plane.’ Saddam Husayn concluded 
that Khomeyni’s message was a reminder to the world of 
his “subversive course”. Syria—An “official source” 
cited by Damascus radio on 4 July noted that Syria had 
learned of the loss of the Iran Air plane “with amaze- 
ment, pain, and disgust.” The same source characterized 
the incident as an “atrocious crime.” Commentary by 
the official press has been equally strident. In its 5 July 
press review, the station quoted AL-THAWRAH, which 
claimed that the action was “premeditated,” and that the 
United States is the “number one terrorist state in the 
world and the leader of this terrorism.” On the same day, 
another Damascus paper, AL-BA‘TH, alleged that the 
U.S.-NATO military presence in the Gulf would 
threaten the region with “devastating consequences” as 
long as the United States continued to “interfere in its 
affairs.’ Egypt—The first official response to the down- 
ing of the Iranian airliner was a statement on 4 July by 
Foreign Minister ‘Abd al-Majid expressing his regret at 
the loss of the plane. MENA said he affirmed that the 
incident “manifests the dangers facing the peoples of the 
Gulf,’ and called for the international community to 
establish a just peace quickly. This was followed by a 
MENA piece on a statement by the Soviet ambassador in 
Cairo linking such incidents to the presence of U.S. and 
other Western military forces in the Gulf. 


On the same day, a Cairo television commentator 
described the event as an example of the “tragic escala- 
tion” resulting from the “Israeli policy of prolonging the 
Gulf war.’ The commentator explained that American 
units “mistook the airliner for a military jet” and shot it 
down “by mistake.” In a 5 July commentary, Cairo radio 
took a different line, claiming that similiar incidents will 
occur as long as the Gulf war continues, which, in turn, 
was blamed on the “behavior of Iranian rulers.” In 
another commentary on 6 July, the station agreed that 
the incident showed the urgent need to end the war, 
“whatever the truth” about conflicting U.S. and Iranian 
claims over the cause of the downing. Israel—lIn state- 
ments reported by Jerusalem radio, Prime Minister 
Yitzhaq Shamir said “the United States should not be 
blamed tor the downing of the Iranian airplane because 
the incident was caused by human error.” Vice Prime 
Minister Peres, in comments broadcast by the radio, 
expressed sorrow over the incident, noting: “It was a 
very unfortunate event, probably a human error.” Peres 
also voiced his belief that the downing wou'd have no 
“direct repercussions for Israel.” 


All major Israeli papers carried editorials and comments 
on the incident in their 5 July editions. Among them, the 
independent paper HADASHOT biamed Iran for the 
accident, asserting: “Anybody condemning the Ameri- 
cans had better ask himself why the Iranian airliner 
ventured into the battle zone, why the aircraft's captain 
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refused to identify himself, and why the plane was flying 
so low.” THE JERUSALEM POST expressed concern 
that Tehran would “use the airline tragedy to trigger new 
desperate acts of international violence,” highlighting its 
own certainty that the U.S. Government will want to 
offer material compensation to the victims’ families, 
even if it is firmly established that “local U.S. command- 
ers had sufficient reason to suspect a hostile military 
aircraft.” Saudi Arabia—On 4 July, at the end of a 
regularly scheduled newscast, Riyadh Domestic Service 
carried a brief item on Iranian rescue attempts after the 
loss of the Iran Air plane. This was followed several 
hours later by a report on King Fahd’s call for greater 
“vigilance and alertness” against “any sudden incident.” 
For its part, ihe news agency SPA cited the Kingdom's 
expression of “regret” over the episode. While offering 
condolences to the families of the victims, Saudi Arabia 
was said to be looking forward to a “swift end” to the 
conflicts in the region in order to avert “more dangers 
and calamities in the Gulf area.” 


The Manama news agency WAKH on 5 July noted the 
following comment, which appeared in an editorial pub- 
lished on the same day in the Medina Arabic-language 
newspaper AL-MADINAH: “The current tension in the 
Gulf and the dangers threatening the region were 
imposed by the Iranian regime's policy of piracy toward 
merchant ships belonging io neutral, nonbelligerent 
states." The paper added that such “negative develop- 
ments would not have occurred had the Iranian rulers 
accepted the peace advocated by Iraq and supported by 
all peace-loving countries.”’ Kuwait- -Quoting a “‘respon- 
sible source” at the Foreign Ministry on 4 July, Kuwait 
radio noted the government’s “extreme regret and 
sorrow” at the downing of the Iranian airliner. Accord- 
ing to KUNA, the ministry believed the “tragic inci- 
dent” was the result of the “continuing tense situation in 
this region.” 


In a 6 July KUNA summary of press comment, height- 
ened tension was again seen as the “real cause” of the 
incident, which threatened “more and bigger tragedies.” 
However, the KUWAIT TIMES warned the United 
States that it has done “precious little to show it shares 
the distress” of the bereaved. AL-RA‘Y AL--AMM, 
normally known for its anti-American views, advised 
Iran against retaliation, as that would “breed a spiral of 
reprisals” claiming additional civilian lives. An earlier 
KUNA press review on 5 July cited AL-SIYASAH as 
holding Iran “partly responsible” for the incident due to 
its “constant refusal to abide by peace calls.” The 
KUWAIT TIMES was said to have urged Tehran to 
“seize the occasion and accept peace.” Libya—After 
several factual reports on 3 July citing Iranian sources, 
the official news agency JANA noted the American 
admission of responsibility for the “horrible crime” and 
“ugly massacre,” which were described as the latest case 
of American “state terrorism.” A commentator for the 
news agency appealed for “firm and responsible” inter- 
national pressure on the United States to “withdraw its 
fleets and its military bases wherever they may be.” A 
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Foreign Liaison Bureau statement transmitted by JANA 
on 4 July repeated the call for the withdrawal of “all 
foreign fleets’’ from the Gulf. In a second declaration 
from the Foreign Liaison Bureau cited by JANA, 
addressed to the diplomatic corps on 5 July, “all states” 
were asked to “work for the withdrawal of American 
fleets from the Mediterranean and the Arab Gulf.” 
Lebanon—Initial Lebanese reaction to the incident was 
dominated on 5 July by reports trom various radios that 
the Islamic Jihad organization had decided to execute an 
American hostage to avenge the loss of Iranian lives. The 
French news agency AFP added that analysts did not 
take the threat seriously, as it was not accompanied by 
photographs of any captives. The agency also cited 
Shi'ite religious leader Shaykh Fadlallah as saying the 
episode did not justify the taking of additional Western 
hostages. 


The only monitored reaction from official Lebanese 
sources came from acting Prime Minister Salim al-Huss, 
who, according to Beirut radio, felt “the enormity of the 
tragedy” was greater because the plane had been downed 
by U.S. forces. Other prominent figures took a harsher 
line. Quoted by the same radio, Muhammad Mahdi 
Shams al-Din, deputy chairman of the Higher Islamic 
Shi'ite Council, termed the event a “criminal massacre,” 
while the leader of the Ama! movement, Minister Nabith 
Birri, sent a cable to Ayatollah Khomeyni referring to the 
attack as “‘a human scandal by U.S. hands.” The Politi- 
cal Bureau of the leftist Druze PSP denounced the 
incident as a reflection of “U.S. contempt for human 
values,” according to the clandest:me Voice of the Moun- 
tain radio. Jordan—No officiai statements on the Iran 
Air inciderit have been monitored from Jordanian 
media. However, in its reporting on the affair, Amman 
Domestic Service has tended to emphasize the “inad- 
vertent” nature of the event, which occurred while the 
“USS Vincennes” was in a “defensive position.” On 4 
July, the radio claimed that the international community 
saw the attack as confirmation of the “urgent need to end 
the Iraq-Iran conflict and achieve peace in the region so 
that such a tragic incident will not recur.”” While cover- 
age by the Amman Arabic-language press has been 
virtually devoid of comment, in a 4 July article in 
AL-RA‘Y, columnist Masarwah drew a parallel with the 
South Korean plane brought down by the Soviets, point- 
ing out that Jordan condemned that attack in the UN 
Security Council. In contrast, a 5 July editorial in the 
English-language daily JORDAN TIMES said: “The 
U.S. must accept the major part of the blame for the 
accident and must recognize that military prowess is not 
the answer to all political or human dilemmas.” Bah- 
rain—!n a declaration summarized by Manama WAKH 
on 4 July, a Foreign Ministry spokesman expressed 
Bahrain’s “regret and sorrow” to the families of those 
lost aboard Iran Air flight 655. The government, he 
added, sees the incident as a “clear example of the 
tension and threat to regional security and stability 
resulting from the Iraq-Iran war.” The spokesman con- 
cluded by voicing Bahrain’s wish for a speedy end to the 
Gulf conflict. 
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Among the press comment, WAKH cites an editorial in 
the 4 July edition of the Manama daily AKHBAR 
AL-KHALIJ. According to WAKH, the paper attributed 
the incident to Iran's insistence On continuing the war, 
and praised the “moral courage” of the United States in 
admitting its own mistake. That admission, the paper 
wrote, has “contributed to containing the effects of the 
incident and settling its consequences.” UAE—On 4 
July, a Foreign Ministry official, in a statement noted by 
Manama WAKH, expressed “deep sorrow and grief™ at 
the recent U.S. naval action in the Gulf. The UAE, he 
declared, felt the “tragic incident’ was a result of the 
continuation of the Iraq-Iran war. The spokesman also 
reaffirmed the UAE's call for implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 598 on the conflict. 


In a 5 July editorial reported by Manama WAKH, the 
leftist paper Al-Shariqgah AL-KHALIJ accused the 
United States of “turning the region into an explosive 
furnace as a result of its policies of aggression.”’ The 
United States sees the Middle East as an “exclusive 
American lake where no one can swim, not even the 
peoples of the area themselves.’ India—The Indian 
Government has “deplored” the downing of an Iranian 
civilian aircraft. In a statement by a spokesman for the 
External Affairs Ministry, reported by Delhi radio on 4 
July, the use of military force against a “clearly civilian 
target” was “unjustified.” The spokesman called on the 
U.S. Administration to “thoroughly investigate the cir- 
cumstances” of the action and “identify those responsi- 
ble for it.” The radio also said that Prime Minister 
Gandhi had conveyed “heartfelt sympathies” in a mes- 
sage to his Iranian counterpart over “the act of violence 
perpetrated” on 3 July. Pakistan—In a message to his 
Iranian counterpart, cited by Islamabad Domestic Ser- 
vice on 4 July, President Mohammad Ziaul Haq said 
“the tragedy” represented by the loss of the Iranian plane 
“appalled and grieved” him “beyond any measure.” The 
president described the circumstances surrounding the 
incident, in which four Pakistanis died, as “highly regret- 
table and reprehensible.” He appealed to the United 
States to initiate an inquiry and punish those responsible 
for this “unpardonable deed.’ Bangladesh—A Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, quoted by Dhaka radio on § July, 
expressed “deep shock” at the downing of the Iranian 
Airbus. He said his government “deplored the loss of 
many valuable lives,” and emphasized Bangladesh's 
“deep anxiety at the tension” in the region. Afg’ani- 
stan—-In the sole monitored Afghan reaction t the 
downing of Iran Air flight 655, the English-language 
service of the official news agency BAKHTAR transmit- 
ted a “statement” on 6 July asserting that the United 
States “provides all-sided grounds for the international 
terrorism.” The statement recommended the withdrawal 
of U.S. forces and those of other nations not bordering 
the Gulf. 


SOVIET UNION 


The Airbus incident was first reported at 1100 GMT on 
3 July by Moscow's English-language broadcast service, 
citing IRNA. A similar item was carried by TASS English 
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at 1149 GMT, picked up by Moscow in Russian at | 300 
GMT, and then by Radio Peace and Progress in Arabic 
at 1330 GMT. U.S. claims to have downed an F-14 were 
mentioned in hourly broadcasts beginning with the | 500 
GMT Moscow World Service in English. Moscow tele- 
vision’s “*Vremya”’ newscast repeated the IRNA reports, 
adding related clips of Dubayy television film. Moscow 
in English at 2000 GMT noted President Reagan's 
admission of U.S. responsibility, which it said “avoids 
the capital issue”: how the mistake could have been 
made. TASS English at 2033 GMT on 3 July cited 
Admiral Crowe as having admitted the plane had been 
shot down and having said that the United States 
“deeply regrets” the incident. The TASS report noted 
State Department alerts to most embassies regarding 
“special’’ security measures. President Reagan's state- 
ment on the incident wass the lead item on the World 
Service in English 2100 GMT 3 July broadcast and the 
Spanish broadcast. 


TASS in English at 0615 GMT on 4 July cited comments 
by U.S. Democratic Party presidential candidates 
Dukakis and Jackson, expressing “deep regret” over the 
downing. A report on the Iranian recovery of bodies was 
the second item on the Moscow World Service in English 
0700 GMT 4 July broadcast, including a brief mention 
of Iranian Foreign Minister Velayati’s statement placing 
“full responsibility” on the United States. A commen- 
tary carried on the broadcast, the first monitored since 
the incident occurred, questioned whether the downing 
was accidental. It asserted that U.S. commanders in the 
Gulf “have apparently been losing control of their 
actions more and more,” and asked whether the incident 
will lead Reagan to realize that U.S. ships “should be 
withdrawn from the Gulf.’ TASS English at 1023 GMT 
on 4 July reported that First Deputy Foreign Minister 
Vorontsov received the Iranian ambassador to discuss 
the downing. 


A TASS Russian commentary at 1010 GMT on the same 
day reported “feverish” attempts in Washington to 
“justify” the downing as “defense from possible attack.” 
Aleksandr Pogodin, in a Moscow World Service com- 
mentary carried at 1110 GMT on 4 July, described U.S. 
accounts of the “tragic event” as ranging from “outright 
lies to cynical self-justification.” “I am _ deeply 
convinced,” the commentator said, that the act “was 
deliberate mass murder in cold blood” and that it is 
“futile” for the attack to be compared to “the termina- 
tion” of the Korean Airline flight over the USSR, which 
had been flying over Soviet territory for a long time 
“despite warnings.” This commentary was repeated in 
nine subsequent broadcasts in six languages. 


Iran’s protest to the United Nations was reported by the 
World Service at 1300 GMT on 4 July. At 1326 GMT, 
TASS English carried the Supreme Soviet P -csidium’s 
message to the Iranian president offering “profound and 
sincere condolences upon the tragic death of the passen- 
gers and crew of an Iranian airliner shot down by a 
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missile from a U.S. naval ship.” This was the first 
monitored high-level official Soviet statement on the 
incident, and it was widely relayed by both European 
and Asian radio beams. 


A “TASS statement” carried by TASS English at 1347 
GMT on 4 July declared that the downing was “far from 
accidental” and reinforces the need for the U.S. Navy to 
“leave the Persian Gulf without delay.” The TASS 
Statement was also widely reported on various Moscow 
radio beams. 


Moscow in Arabic at 1400 GMT that day carried the 
Iranian protest to the United Nations as its lead item, 
but only the first two items concerned the incident. 
Radio Peace and Progress in English to Asia gave the 
incident sixth place in a 10-item broadcast at | 400 GMT 
The Supreme Soviet condolences were picked up by 
various Moscow broadcasts as their lead or second item, 
but treatment of the issue was generally brief. The TASS 
statement was also picked up as the lead item for English 
and French broadcasts. Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Gerasimov was reported by TASS Russian at | 730 GM] 
as pointing out that the Airbus was shot down “in broad 
daylight in excellent visibility,” unlike the Korean air- 
liner in 1983. Also on 4 July, Moscow broadcasts in 
Indonesian, Hindi, Cambodian, Tamil, Lao, and Viet- 
namese carried two commentaries on the downing of the 
Iran Air jet. In one, Aleksandr Pogouin described the 
downing as “murder” and rejected President Reagan's 
“excuses.” He declafed that, contrary to President Rea- 
gan’s claims, this action proves that the United States 
really does not want peace in the Gulf. In the second 
commentary, Stanislav Vasilyev said that the downing 
was not accidental, as it was a direct consequence of the 
U.S. naval presence in the Gulf. He called for the 
withdrawal of foreign navies from the region and for UN 
supervision of international shipping lines. 


In addition to numerous TASS items, Moscow Televi- 
sion Service carried three commentaries on the incident. 
The first, by Igor Goranskiy in the “World Today” 
program on 4 July, noted that the tragedy has caused a 
“wave of indignation throughout the world” and said 
that “it is difficult to believe that a huge passenger plane 
was mistaken for a small fighter.’ The second, by Alek- 
sandr Serikov in the “Novosti” 2200 GMT newscast, 
pointed out that this action could lead to Iranian retali- 
ation and noted that many countries have called for the 
implementation of measures to prevent an armed con- 
flict in the Gulf. 


Initial Soviet press reaction to the 3 July downing of the 
Iran Air Airbus fell into two basic categories: the charge 
that the United States had perpetrated a “monstrous 
crime” and “terrorist act” (PRAVDA). and had resorted 
to “irresponsible, criminal actions” (KRASNAYA 
ZVEZDA) and a “barbarous action” (TRU D), and con- 
sideration of the political and technical implications of 
the incident for both the Gulf region and the entire world 
in terms of the potential for escalation to a large-scale 
Crisis. 
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On 5 July, PRAVDA’s Second Edition devoted half of 
page 5 to reports and commentaries on the 3 July aircraft 
downing. Under a prominent headline—*Missiles 
Against Passengers!"—the paper prefaced its feature 
with a group of subordinate captions published in bold- 
face characterizing the incident as, inter alia, a “Ter- 
rorist Act by the U.S. Navy,” a “Monstrous Crime in the 
Persian Gulf,” and a “Barbarous Action by the United 
States.” 


A TASS report from Nicosia published in 5 July’s 
PRAVDA cited the initial reactions of Iranian Prime 
Minister Musavi and Foreign Minister Velayati and 
Tehran radio, and was followed by a 4 July Washington 
dispatch from the paper’s own correspondent, Vitaliy 
Gan. who began by saying that “cold-blooded murder 
has been perpetrated in the sky over the Persian Guif.” 
Gan then focused on the “propaganda” operation begun 
by “official Washington” to find versions of the incident 
that could be presented to the public. He cited the 
reference in a news conference held by Admiral W. 
Crowe, chief of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, to “exten- 
uating circumstances,” and added that Crowe accused 
Iran “virtually of a deliberate provocation.” Summariz- 
ing the explanations given and citing the technical 
sophistication of the “USS Vincennes,” the correspon- 
dent wrote that, in the light of the facts that accumulated 
throughout the day, “even to a nonspecialist these argu- 
ments sound naive at best.” He viewed the White House 
response, with President Reagan both expressing “deep 
regret over the ‘terrible human tragedy” and labeling the 
incident “an appropriate defensive act,” as an attempt 
“to smooth out the obvious ‘discrepancies’ in the expla- 
nations.” 


In an accompanying commentary, PRAVDA observer 
Tomas Kolesnichenko stated that “a crime has been 
committed” and declared that the U.S. missiles “also 
blew apart the provisions of international law, common- 
sense, and the principles of nonuse of force and nonin- 
terference in other peoples’ affairs.” Kolesnichenko 
noted that when Admiral Crowe was asked at a news 
conference about the “the difference between the present 
incident and the incident involving the Korean aircraft” 
he “resorted to sheer distortion of the facts” and “turned 
everything upside down.’ The PRAVDA observer went 
on to state that it would be “absurd” to accept the U.S. 
President's claim that the United States is only inter- 
ested in peace in the Gulf. “Peace will not be achieved by 
such metheds ” he wrote. Attempts to justify what took 
place, he said, “show what a danger is posed to mankind 
by American forces in areas remote from the United 
States.” The incident was “preprogrammed,” he 
claimed, inasmuch as the Gulf’s militarization and the 
U.S. and allied naval concentration there represent a 
“loaded gun” with “the hammer inexorably cocked.” 
Another “far-reaching” question in Kolesnichenko’s 
view is that of the implications of the apparent failure of 
U.S. technology: “If the latest electronic equipment 
failed to distinguish a cumbersome, slow-moving Airbus 
from a supersonic fighter, what guarantee is there,” he 
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asked, “that in the future the much-vaunted SDI super- 
computers will not make the same mistake, with unpre- 
dictable consequences? It is clearly also time that Amer- 
ica matched the frontiers of its Armed Forces to its own 
territory.” 


Ina 5 July KRASNAYA ZVEZDA article, V. Pustov 
also cited Soviet warnings of the “most dangerous con- 
sequences” that could ensue from the ongoing increase 
in the U.S. and allied presence in the Gulf. After observ- 
ing how “very belated” were the “profound regrets” 
voiced in Washington, Pustov added that the “terrible 
tragedy” “can in no way be regarded as purely acciden- 
tal.” Noting that the Soviet Union put forward a “con- 
structive initiative” to tachle the “difficult situation” in 
the region, Pustov said that Washington and other 
NATO capitals failed to come up with a positive 
response. He declared that, despite the tragedy, the 
U.S.Administration plans no changes in a Persian Gulf 
policy initiated by former U.S. Secretary of the Navy 
Lehman, which, in the words of THE WASHINGTON 
POST, has increased to an exceptional degree not only 
the possibility of serious clashes in international waters 
but the danger that such clashes could escalate and 
develop into a nuclear conflict. 


TRUD on 5 July carried a “specialist's opinion” by 
Candidate of Juridical Sciences V. Bordunov, senior 
scientific associate of the USSR Academy of Sciences 
State and Law Institute, who disputed the U.S.claim of a 
“technical error.” After dicussing the ways in which civil 
or military aircraft are identified, he declared that “the 
Americans knew what they were dealing with.” He 
accused the United States of violating the 1984 amend- 
ment to Article 3 of the Chicago convention, to the effect 
that “every state must refrain from using weapons 
against civil aircraft in flight,” and concluded that the 
“gross violation of this important principle of interna- 
tional air law...gives grounds for qualifying the U.S. 
behavior as unlawful, with all ensuing consequences.” 
The trade unions’ central governing body, the 
AUCCTU, issued a statement, carried in the same issue 
of TRUD, which declaring that “there can be no justifi- 
cation for this barbarous action.” The statement 
demanded an end to the “provocative maneuvers” by 
U.S. Armed Forces in the Gulf, which “threaten 4 grave 
exaceroation of the military-political situation in this 
regio:: and throughout the world.” 


The issue of foreign reaction to the incident was raised in 
5 Julys KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA, which 
claimed that “some British mass media (and primarily 
BBC television) are responding...in a highly peculiar 
fashion” designed “to justify the actions of their main 
allies, the Americans.” Prime Minister Thatcher's 
expression of “profound regret” over the loss of life is 
juxtaposed with her “full support” for the Americans’ 
actions, which she described as “self-defense.” the paper 
added. 
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in the “Review of World Developments” on the World 
Service in English at 0310 GMT on 5 July, commentator 
Yuriy Xeshetnikov asserted that “for practical purposes” 
the United States “is currently in a state of war with 
Iran,” “whether it wishes or not.” The “longstanding” 
Soviet proposal to install an international force to pro- 
tect Gulf shipping “is not likely to be accepted any time 
soon,” he continued. He concluded, citing a Western 
analyst, that the United States should reduce the size of 
its Gulf force. 


Commentator Pogodin, also speaking on the World in 
Service English at 1110 GMT, reported “clear indica- 
tions the United States does not intend to assess the 
tragedy in realistic terms and draw the necessary conclu- 
sions,” even though “a crime has been committed, a 
deliberate crime.” 


A Moscow radio Russian-language commentary at 1500 
GMT on 5 July made the point that the much-praised 
U.S. military technolgy is far from -erfect...if it is 
incapable of distinguishing a regular airbus from a 
combat aircraii.”” 


Iran’s request for an emergency Security Council meet- 
ing on the incident was reported by Moscow English at 
1900 GMT on 5S July. TASS English ai 1931 GMT 
reported without comment President Reagan's state- 
ment that in downing the airbus the United States had 
acted upon its “inherent right to self-defense” and his 
assertion that he considered the incident “closed.” 


On 5 July, in the only signed commentary observed on 
Moscow radio’s broadcasts in Portuguese to Brazil, Alek- 
sandr Pogodin told Brazilian listeners: “I! am sure it was 
a crime, a programmed crime.” Pogodin added: “! want 
to say this crime is a direct consequence of the policy 
Washington is pursuing in the Persian Gulf: a policy of 
force and of the increase of tensions.” No signed com- 
mentaries were observed on Moscow radio's broadcasts 
in Spanish to Chile, but an anonymous commentary on 
5 July saici that “the entire world” reacted with “indig- 
nation and condemnation of the policy” that made the 
incident possible, calling it “a direct consequence of U.S. 
military actions during the last year to reinforce its 
presence in the Persian Gulf.” 


Moscow broadcasts in Indonesian, Hindi, Cambouian, 
Tamil, Lao, and Vietnamese carried repeats of the pre- 
vious day’s Aleks-ndr Pogodin commentary on 5 July, as 
well as a TASS sti\tement reiterating the theme that the 
downing was the c irect result of the U.S. naval presence 
in the Gulf. 


A television co.nmentary by Igor Fesunenko in the 
“World Today” program on 5 July noted that “state- 
ments of disgust and condeinnation of the United 
States” are streaming in from all continents and that 
“stormy protest demonstrations,” regarding not only 
this “crimina, action” but the U.S. military presence in 
the Gulf, are being staged before many U S. embassies. 
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Treatment of the downing in all monitored broadcasts 
on 5 July was brief, and in most cases it was not the lead 
item. “Vremya™ television newscasts tended to carry 
these items well down in their presentations. 


IZVESTIYA on 6 July publishes a commentary attrib- 
uted to V. Ivanov, who described the airbus downing as 
a “natural consequence” of U.S. policy. The past year 
has shown, he said, that the “massive U.S. presence and 
the use of force are not conducive to safe navigation.” 
The purpose of the U.S. presence is “to demonstrate U.S. 
might and keep the Persian Gulf wuhin the Western 
sphere of influence.” In the author's opinior, the inci- 
dent is evidence of the “tremendous threat inherent in 
regional conflicts,” with the possibility that “any inci- 
dent” could trigger a crisis. An IZVESTIYA press service 
item, carried on the same page. reported the continuing 
search for bodies, provided extracts from the statement 
made by Captain Will Rogers, and noted the dispatch of 
a special investigation group to the Gulf region. U.S. 
analysts were cited as predicting serious complications in 
the regional situation but no change in administration 
policy. IZVESTIYA reported Bush and Dukakis as hav- 
ing “on the whole supported ihe adminisiration’s expla- 
nation and position on this question,” with the former 
“fully” justifying the capiain’s actions and the latter 
urging Iran “to cease its threats against the United States 
and its Western allies.” The V. Ivanov commentary also 
cited Jesse Jackson's assertion that the downing of the 
airliner resulted not from equipment or computer failure 
but from “the failure of administration policy.” 


TASS English on 6 July carried a dispatch by correspon- 
dent Nikolay Turkatenko noting that President Reagan 
had made “his third statement” in 2 days on the down- 
ing, this one in the form of a message to the speaker of 
the House and the president pro tempore of the Senate. 
The dispatch characterized the message as “an attempt 
to justify” the commander's actions. The same report 
suggested that a 5 July news conference held by a 
Pentagon spokesman “was also aimed at attempting to 
justify” the Navy's actions, bui railed to explain how its 
“most sophisticated equipment” could not distinguish 
an airliner from a fighter. This report, too, cited U.S. 
presidential aspirant Jesse Jackson's comment that the 
incident involved “a political blunder” rather than a 
“technical” one. 


TASS English reported on 6 July that Yuliy Vorontsov, 
first deputy minister of foreign affairs, had visited the 
Iranian Embassy in Moscow to sign the condolence 
book. TASS English later reported that a memorial 
ceremony over the “tragic event” was held at the 
embassy and was attended by diplomats in Moscow. 


In comments also carried by TASS English, an Aeroflot 
instructur pilot questioned how the incident could have 
occurred, given that the cruiser was “studded with 
electron... equipment.” The pilot added that circum- 
stances notwithstanding, the downing was a “sequel” to 
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the “unprecedented bu:ld-up” of U.S. military might in 
the Gulf. He added that “commonsense” dictates that 
tension in the Gulf can be eased only by reducing the 
rulitary presence there. 


Commentator Aleksandr Pogodin, in remarks carried by 
Moscow World Service in English on the same day, said 
that President Reagan's declaration that the United 
States considers the matter closed is a view “not shared 
by the rest of the world.’ Pogodin said that “official” 
Washington’s “obvious desire” to close the case “varies 
sharply” from the demands of other countries. Conclud- 
ing, Pogodin stated that “Washington's efforts to compel 
the interntional community to reconcile itself to the 
criiae are futile.” 


Drawing a parallel between the Iranian Airbus downing 
and the crash of a civilian aircraft in Nicaragua, Moscow 
World Service correspondent Mayorov concluded that 
“wherever Washington builds up tension and tries to 
solve problems by military means, unprotected civilians, 
above all women and children, suffer.” 


Moscow broadcasts to Latin America and Cuba reported 
the TASS statement on the incident on 6 July. Commen- 
taries were also carried by these radios, as well as by 
Radio Peace and Progress in Spanish, that criticized U.S. 
policy in the Gulf. A representative commentary on 
Moscow’s beam to Cuba said that U.S. servicemen in the 
Gulf are “victims of a warmongering psychosis” and 
cannot distinguish between military planes and “huge” 
civilian aircraft. The commentary called on the U.S. 
administration to withdraw U.S. forces from the Persian 
Gulf. 


Moscow International Service in Vietnamese carried an 
unattributed commentary on 6 July in which the com- 
mentator stated that he is “firmly convinced that this is 
a crime and, more precisely, a premeditated crime.” As 
evidence, he declared “that with their tremendous elec- 
tronic capabilities there is no way that U.S. vessels can 
mistake one type of aircraft for another.” Finally, echo- 
ing earlier commentaries, he said that “the crime is a 
direct consequence of the policy of force and creation of 
tension that Washington exercises in the Persian Gulf 
area.” 


EAST EUROPE 


Bulgaria—State Council Chairman Todor Zhivkov and 
Foreign Miriister Petur Miadenov met in Sofia on 5 July 
with the American UN representative, Vernon Walters, 
Sofia radio reported. During the meeting, Mladenov 
“expressed the Bulgarian Governtaent’s concern over 
the tragic incident and confirmed Bulgaria's position in 
favor of withdrawing the military ships of all countries 
from the Persian Gulf region.” Official reaction contin- 
ued on 5 July with a 190-word “declaration” from the 
official news agency BTA. The declaration stated that 
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the “responsibility for this tragic incident falls entirely 
on the American side.” and expressed the Bulgarian 
people's “sympathy” for the victims. 


Press comment included a short article by Georgi Niko- 
lov in the 5 July edition of RABOTNICHESKO DELO 
entitled “*Tragic Mistake’ or Crime,” which asserted 
that the * roots of the human tragedy lie in the presence 
of the United States in the Persian Gu'lf.” Czechoslova- 
kia—The Foreign Ministry “resoluteiy condemned” the 
American attack on Iran Air flight 655 as “absolutely 
unjustifiable,” and at variance with Point 5 of the July 
1987 UN Resolution on the Iran-Iraq war, CTK 
reported. A 4 July commentary on Bratislava radio said 
the “terrorist” attack in the Gulf had “nothing in 
common” with the downing of KAL flight 007 by the 
USSR in defense of its airspace. On 5 July, the Commu- 
nist Party paper RUDE PRAVO published a 550-word 
commentary entitled: “Lesson Taught By Tragedy.” The 
paper explains that the lesson lies in an American 
military pullout from the Persian Gulf, and an end to the 
Iraq-Iran war, which would deprive the United States of 
an excuse to “meddle.” GDR—In a statement transmit- 
ted by the official news agency ADN on 4 July, the 
Foreign Ministry described the incident in the Persian 
Gulf as a “flagrant breach of international law.” proving 
the urgent need to “end this interference” in the region. 
On the same day, ADN carried a telegram of sympathy 
from State Council Chairman Erich Honecker to the 
Iranian president, noting the GDR’s “consternation” 
and “deepest sympathy.” On 5 July, the party paper 
NEUES DEUTSCHLAND claimed that the 290 passen- 
gers on the plane “had to die because the United States 
iS...acting as a global policeman in the Gulf.” Poland—A 
declaration from the Foreign Ministry on 5 July summa- 
rized by Warsaw PAP offered the downing of the Irasuan 
Airbus as “confirmation” of Poland's frequently 
expressed concern over prolongation of the Iran-Iraq war 
and the presence of U.S. and NATO ships in the Gulf. 
According to the same agency, the Warsaw daily TRY- 
BUNA LUDU, official organ of the ruling party, said the 
United States “could do much more” to end the war 
“using diplomatic channels.” The Army daily ZOL- 
NIERZ WOLNOSCI claimed that “the undeclared war 
escaped the control of those who unleashed it.” Roma- 
nia—Bucharest radio initiated Romanian coverage of 
the Airbus incident on 5 July with a 120-word 
“statement” expressing “deep regret at the very serious 
action that killed the 290 persons aboard.” The official 
news agency AGERPRES carried a 370-word item on the 
same day. strongly condemning the episode under the 
heading: “In Connection With U.S. Naval Forces’ 
Downing of Iranian Passenger Plane—An End Should 
Be Put to the Aggressive Actions in the Gulf, Fearless 
Flight of Civil Aircraft Should Be Ensured.™ In its 5 July 
“Romanian press review,” the agency mentioned a tele- 
gram of condolences from President Nicolae Ceausescu 
to the Iranian president, adding: “The papers stress that 
pudlic opinion in Romania demands that an end be put 
to the aggressive action in the Gulf and that the safety of 
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civil aircraft flight there be secured.” Yugoslavia—Fol- 
lowing a 3 July Belgrade radio report on the death of six 
Yugoslavs aboard Iran Air flight 655, the station aired a 
commentary by Milika Sundic, who stated that “the 
action by the crew of the U.S. cruiser cannot be justified 
in any way, because it is clear even to a layman that this 
was a major blunder and irresponsible behavior.” A 4 
July commentary from Zagreb predictea that “major 
censequences” would result from the affair. and that the 
American campaign against the USSR following the 
downing of KAL 007 “will now rebound on them.” “The 
least” the United States can do, according to the com- 
mentary, “is apologize and pay compensation to the 
families.” In a domestic news bulletin from TANJUG on 
5 July, a spokesman for the Federal Foreign Affairs 
Secretariat was quoted as expressing “regret” at the 
incideni, accompanied by “great sorrow and anger.” The 
Statement also appealed for “urgent international 
action” to end the war “on the basis of UN Security 
Council Resolution 598.” 


In its 5 July edition, BORBA published factual reportage 
on the clash, citing IRNA, REUTER, and world reac- 
tion, including the response from Britain, France, and 
Italy. The paper's New York correspondent, Bogdan 
Decermic, reviewed statements by President Reagan, 
Admiral Crowe, and the State Department. In addition, 
the paper included a commentary by Slobodan Pavlovic, 
who declared that “the insane conflict in the Gulf has 
taken new, innocent lives,” and that the incident “is a 
warning and appeal to those who started the war. those 
who do not want to end it, and those who think they are 
i: vited to regulate it and decide on it.” 


WEST EUROPE 


Italy—lItalian coverage of the incident focused primarily 
on the Italian frigate “Espero,” dispatched to assist in 
recs vering bodies from the dowued aircraft. In the first 
monitored report at 1700 GMT on 3 July, F ome radio 
noted that there was “great concern” in Italy over the 
Situation. fhe Italian prime minister expressed “pro- 
found condolences” in a report broadcast a’ 2200 GMT 
on the same day, while a 1555 GMT radio report on 4 
July indicated that the Iranian aircraft had been at an 
abnormal altitude and “did not respond” to warning 
signals from the “USS Vincennes.” The Italian presi- 
dent’s message of condolences to Iranian President Kha- 
mene’! was reported by Rome radio at 2030 GMT on 4 
July. 


At 1730GMT on 5 July, the radio reported on the Itaiian 
foreign minister's response to “urgent” parliamentary 
concerns about the incident, calling for UN intervention 
“to stop the conflict” and highlighting the “need for 
clarification of the Italian Navy's presence in the Gulf.” 
Finally, the radio reported at 2030 GMT on 5 July that 
the prime minster had met with the opposition Socialist 
leader to discuss the situation in the Gulf. France—Paris 
radio, ina brief report broadcast at 2000 GMT on 3 July. 
cited the French Government's “consternation” over the 
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downing and its request that “full light™ be “shed as to 
the circumstances” of the incident. At 1300 GMT on 4 
July the radio carried remarks made by the Iranian 
ambassador in Paris in which he questioned whether the 
downing was an accident. Khomeyni's declaration of war 
on the United States was also reported, in Paris radio's 
0600 GMT cast on § July. 


LE MONDE carried an editorial on 5 July crediting the 
United states for having rapidly admitted its responsi- 
bility for the Airbus downing, and noting that the cir- 
cumstances of the incident were “very different” from 
those of the Soviet downing of the KAL airliner. The 
Paris daily added that Iranian “followers of terrorism” 
would certainly unleash their “fury” against the U.S. 
presence in the Gulf in response. It suggested that the 
Iraqis would use the incident to “surreptitiously fuel the 
conflagration.” and implied that they were indirectly 
responsible for the “tragedy.” in that their planes initi- 
ated the recent “insane” events by attacking two oil 
tankers bearing Iranian crude oil. 


The conservative LE FIGARO praised President Reagan 
for having admitted responsibility and having immedi- 
ately exp essed U.S. regret for the “blunder” in the 
Persian Gulf. The fundamental question raised by the 
tragedy, according to the paper's 5 July editorial, 1s 
whether the United States’ strategic choices have been 
wise. While LE FIGARO noted that the U.S. military 
“umbrella” has reassured the moderate Arab countries 
and deterred Iran, it wondered if 1t might not have been 
possible to secure the same result through diplomatic 
means. The paper concluded that te Americans became 
involved in the Gulf to maintain their credibility, and 
must now remain there for the same reason. 


A commentary by Jacques “oubard appearing in the 4 
July edition of the French Communist P2riy newspaper 
L°’HUMANITE posited that there were no extenuating 
circumstances for the “U.S. policeman’s crime.” Coub- 
ard concluded by urging France to use its influence to 
ensure that negotiations are begun to end the Gulf 
conflict. Spain—Madrid radio carried iead items 19 11s 
midday broadcasts on 3 and 4 July in which the Spanish 
Government's regret over the “tragic error” was high- 
lighted. The radio I:nked the Gulf incident to the defus- 
ing of a bomb near the U.S. Embassy believed to have 
been pianted by a “radical Islamic group.” later reported 
to be the “International Anti-lmperialist Brigades. ° 


The conservative Madrid newspaper ABC suggested that 
Washington will have to pay a high price in terms of its 
image for what was “one of the most serious episodes” in 
the Gulf war. The paper's 4 July editorial declared that 
the U.S. naval vessel's “mistaking” of the Airbus for an 
enemy strike bomber was “unacceptable.” It noted, 
however, that. in contrast to the 1982 KAL case, “we do, 
in fact, seem to be dealing with an error rather than a 
deliberate act.” Scandinavia—Coverage afforded the 
Gulf incident was sparse overall. Stockholm radio 
reported at 1600 GMT on 4 July on the beightened 
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security measures imposed at U.S. airlines and the U.S. 
Embassy in Stockholm in “fear of Iranian retaliation™ 
for the downing, while Helsinki radio noted at 0830 
GMT on 5 July that the Finnish Government had 
conveyed to the Iranian Government the fact that it 
“deeply deplores” the incident. Helsinki radio also noted 
that the Finnish Airline Pilots Association saw the 
Airbus downing as “an act of terrorism.”’ Netherlands— 
Describing movements in the Persian Gulf as “high 
noon in tne Strait of Hormuz.” Amsterdam’s DE 
VOLKSKRANT suggested that Washington is turning 
things upside down when it upbraids Iran for allowing 
civil 2ircraft to fly in a “war zone.” Primary responsibil- 
ity for the incident, the paper argues in a 5 July editorial, 
lies with the commander of the “USS Vincennes,” and 
not with Iran Air. DE VOLKSKRANT concludes that it 
iS justifiable to state that the United Siates has seriously 
overestimated its ability to operate in the Gulf with the 
necessary level of selectivity. United Kingdom—The 
DAILY TELEGRAPH termed the destruction of the 
Iranian airliner an “appalling mistake,” which may have 
profound long-term consequences on U.S. Middle East 
policy and on Iran’s relations with the West. In its 4 July 
editorial, the paper went on to state that the incident 
should not blind the international public to the success 
such naval patrols have had in maintaining an open 
international waterway through which much of the oil 
supplies for both Japan and the West pass, and noted 
that Iran cannot be viewed as an innocent party. 


Monitored London PRESS ASSOCIATION coverage. 
beginning with a report at 1845 GMT on 3 July, focused 
on Britain’s concern that there may be an “anti-West 
backlash” from the incident. Prime Minister Thatcher's 
expression of “profound regret” was reported, together 
with comment by the British opposition suggesting that 
an effort by Britain to distance itself from the United 
States in the wake cf the incident would improve its 
chances “of bringing back our hostages."’ A statement by 
Iran’s ambassador deciaring that the U.S. personne! 
responsible should “fave a court martial” was reported at 
1147 GMT on 4 July. Austria—Al!l Austrian dailies 
carried detailed reports on the Airbus downing in their 
4-6 July editions. 


Vienna NEUE KRONEN-ZEITUNG in German pub- 
lished a commentary on 4 July stating that while “the 
tragedy in the Guli” was not the result of “‘a barbaric lust 
to kill,” it highlights how easi!y human error can trigger 
a catastrophe. On 6 July the paper commented that the 
incident is a “bloody symbol of the many U:S. /ailures in 
this region in the past 10 years.” 


Vienna DIE PRESSE in German on 5 July carried a 
commentary comparing the incident to the 1983 Soviet 
downing of a Korean airliner, and concluding that 
“nothing can justify the U S. action.” 


A report published by Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German on 5 July cited the reactions of Austrian Chan 
cellor Vranitzky, Foreign Minister Mock, and President 
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Waldheim. Waldheim was quoted as viewing the devel- 
opment to be “extremely hazardous,” in2smuch as there 
is the danger of “retaliation.” Mock expressed the hope 
that “this tragic sacrifice” will lead “those with political 
responsibility to be more amenable to talks,” while 
Vranitzky suggested that the deaths of the Airbus pas- 
sengers demonstrate “how senseless and dangerous the 
Gulf war is.” 


The communisi newspaper Vienna VOLKSSTIMME in 
German severely condemned the United States in a 5 
July report, recalling the downing of the KAL flight by 
the USSR and suggesting that on both occasions “the 
United States wanted to demonstrate its policy of 
Strength.” the result both times being the “uyiscru- 
pulous”™ sacrifice of “the livesof many c) 7 25." FRG— 
Bonn DIE WELT in German on 4 ‘ ‘S$ a com- 
mentary by Fritz Wirth declarir lat one One can 
seriously accuse the United State havi ig intention- 
ally caused this disaster. Its behavic ‘juli war thus 
far excludes this possibility.” Wirth wens on to note that 
the United States “has exclusively played the role of a 
protective power to date, defending uninvolved and 
defenseless civilians against Iran's aggression.” A second 
commentary by Fritz Wirth entitled “Terrible Conse- 
quences,” published in Bonn DIE WELT on 5 July, notes 
that “the political tragedy of this catastrophe lies in the 
fact that polit:cal change is in the offing in Iran, and 
initial signals of detente have Degun to appear between 
Washington and Tehran.” The commentar adds that “it 
has become a bitter irony of history that U.S. presidents 
leave office under the stigma of an Iran crisis.” Wirth 
also authored a 6 July commentary entitled “Reagan 
Insists on Presence in Gulf” ‘n which he said that “the 
White House 1s clearly trying to play down the political 
relevance of the catastrophe.” He also noted that the 
Iranian leaders “do not seem to be in agreement as to 
their reactions,” contrasting Khomeyni's call for “all-out 
war” with Rafsanjani’s warning of “precipitous 
reactions.” 


Frankurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in 
German on 4 July published a commentary entitled 
“Death In the Gulf.” noting that “only when death 
makes the headlines” do we reauze that “the killing in 
the Gulf is endless.’ On 5 July the paper carried a 
front-page commentary by Karl-Alfred Odin entitled 
“The Catastrophe,” in which the Iranian Airbus incident 
iS contrasted with the 1983 Soviet downing of a Korean 
airliner. The author wrote that “the Iranian Airbus 
approached a warship that did not have enough time to 
thoroughly identily it, at low altitude and at high speed 
from a relatively close distance. In contrast, Soviet 
interceptors flew beside the Korean plane for a long time 
and identified it before they shot it down, over a region 
where no fighiing was taking place.” The commentator 
went on to say that “while it is not now possibk to 
Clearly mace responsibility for the downing of the Air- 
bus, has been demonstrated to the Americans more 
cleac.y than ever before just how thoroughy their poiicy 
tuward Iran invites disaster.” 
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An article by Carlos Widmann appeared in the 5 July 
edition of Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG, enti- 
tled “Th. Never-Ending Embarrassing Silence,” which 
says that “apart from the regret expressed by President 
Reagan on Monday night, the U.S. nation did not permit 
itself to show any internationally noticeable reaction 
over its festive weekend,” in contrast to the “outrageous 
outburst” that followed the destruction of the Korean 
airliner. The same paper published a commentary by 
Dieter Schroeder criticizing the United States for not 
having taken the necessary precautions to prevent such 
an incident and concluding that “the United States has 
jeopardized its peace mission in the Gulf and has con- 
tributed to the escalation and extension of the war.” 


West German reaction monitored from Hamburg DPA 
included the “great shock” expressed by Foreign Minis- 
ter Genscner in condolences sent to Iran’s foreign min- 
ister and the “deep consternation” felt by the federal 
government. DPA also carried a statement by the Ira- 
nian ambassador in Bonn indicating that the United 
States “consciously” intended to kill the passengers in 
order to “have an excuse for an attack on Iran.” 
Greece—On 4 July, Athens radio reported a statement 
by a Greek Government spokesman in which he said 
that the “tragic event’”’ was the “responsibility of the 
United States,” as it has prolonged the tension in the 
Gulf. The ATHENS NEWS newspaper cited the Iranian 
ambassador to Greece as saying that the attack “will not 
go unanswered,” though Iran does not want to “extend 
the Persian Gulf war to neighbouring countries and 
regions.”” While Greek papers and Athens radio carried 
extensive reports on the incident on 4 and 5 July, 
including ample coverage of U.S. officials’ statements 
and explanations, the only monitored Greek comment 
on the incident came in a 6 July column published by the 
communist newspaper RIZOSPASTIS, describing the 
downing of the plane by the “international terrorist” as 
‘““mass murder” and urging the PASOK government to 
proceed with the removal of U.S. bases from Greece on 
the grounds that a similar “mistake” could happen 
anywhere where U.S. forces are present. Cyprus—Four 
Cyprus papers on 5 and 6 July criticize. the US. 
downing of the Iranian airliner with varying degrees of 
severity. The communist paper KHARAVY'I called the 
action “‘a political crime,” while | SIMERINI said that 
“no excuse can be considered sufficient." O FILELEV- 
THEROS suggested that the precedent established with 
the USSR’s downing of a Korean airliner cannot remove 
“the weight of responsibility” for the new incident. 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA criticized President Vasiliou for 
attending the U.S. Embassy Independence Day recep- 
tion “on the day of the great slaughter."” While Nicosia 
radio carried extensive reports on the incident, no reac- 
tion Or comment was monitored. Turkey—The Istanbul 
newspaper CUMHURIYET commented on 5 July that 
the downing of the airliner by U.S. forces reveals that 
“high technology offers no reassurance” and suggested 
that the superpowers “seem to be behaving in an unbe- 
lievably indifferent way.” Four other Istanbul papers— 
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MILLIYET, TERCUMAN, HURRIYET, and GUNAY- 
DIN—carried commentaries sounding similar notes, 
expressing the opinion that great danger results when the 
superpowers can make mistakes with such disastrous 
consequences, and declaring that the Gulf war must be 
brought to an end. Ankara radio reported extensively on 
the airbus downing, and carried the only monitored 
official Turkish reaction to the incident, a Foreign Min- 
istry statement broadcast at 1000 GMT on 4 July 
expressing “deep regret” over the event and urging a 
speedy. and peaceful solution to the Gulf war, arrived at 
“among the Gulf countries themselves, without any 
outside interference.” The Turkish Foreign Ministry also 
called on concerned parties “to act calmly and to refrain 
from provocative acts that might exacerbate the situa- 
tion.” The radio also carried comments by the two 
Opposition parties, the CWP and the SDPP. The former 
strongly denounced the attack and stressed that such 
attacks on civilian targets are unacceptable, while the 
SDPP expressed “deep regret” and urged that “the war 
that produced this inhuman attack and similar attacks 
must be stopped.” 


CHINA 


China’s official reaction to the American downing of an 
Iranian commercial airliner on 3 July came in a State- 
ment the next day by the Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
transmitted by XINHUA. The spokesman said the Ch'- 
nese were “shocked” to learn of the incident, and noted 
that they “condemn” the action. He also reaffirmed the 
Chinese Government's opposition to “big power mili- 
tary involvement” in the Gulf, and voiced hope for a 
peaceful settlement of the Iran-Iraq war at tl > earliest 
possible date. 


XINHUA’s English-language service has carried nearly 
80 reports on the incident, including a dispatch from a 
XINHUA correspondent who visited the scene. The 
agency's Chinese service has carried far fewer items, 
roughly a dozen, the bulk of which have cited American 
and Iranian declarations. Beijing radio's coverage has 
followed a similar pattern—fewer pieces on the event, 
with most quoting U.S. and Iranian statements. 


Beijing RENMIN RIBAO, the country’s leading paper, 
published a comment in its 5 July edition under the pen 
name Ming He. The article voiced “shock” at the shoot- 
ing and reviewed the American and Iranian versions of 
the incident. While the article noted that a credible 
account “has yet to be verified,” it expressed disbelief 
that a U.S. warship could mistake an Airbus for a jet 
fighter. RENMIN RIBAO added that the American 
military presence in the Gulf can only make the situation 
there “more complicated,” and pointed out that it also 
infringes on navigation in the region. The piece con- 
cluded by calling on both Iran and Iraq to cease hostili- 
ties. 
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EAST ASIA 


Japan—The government's official reaction to the loss of 
Iran Air flight 655 came in a 4 July KYODO report on a 
news conference by Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obu- 
chi. Obchi told journalists that the government “deeply 
regrets” the loss of life, and hopes the incident will not 
lead to increased tension in the Gulf. He also called for 
an “early and peaceful” settlement of the Iran-Iraq war. 


Prime Minister Takeshita, currently on a visit to Austra- 
lia, offered condolences to the victims and said he hoped 
there would be no “recurrence” of such a tragedy. He 
also expressed hope that the “tragic incident” would not 
lead to an escalation of tension in the Gulf, and came out 
in favor of an “early, peaceful settlement” of the Iran- 
Iraq war. 


The Japan Socialist Party, a small opposition group, 
denounced the United States for its action against the 
plane, which it termed an “unpardonable act.” It also 
irged the United States to halt its “military interven- 
.on”’ in the Iran-Iraq war immediately, apologize for the 
incident, and compensate the victims’ families. 


The transport minister, Shintaro Ishihara, mentioned 
the clash in a meeting with the press following a 5 July 
cabinet meeting, where he was quoted as saying: 
“Though the United States has given various explana- 
tions, it is a lamentable incident that should not have 
happened”; “the government as a whole should take 
measures to guarantee the security of civil aircraft.” 


In its newscasts on 4 and 5 June, the Tokyo NHK 
General Television Network broadcast a large number of 
reports on the episode, including factual material on the 
event, Japanese reaction to it, its effect on the yen’s rate 
of exchange, Japan Airlines’ plan to modify its route over 
the site of the shooting, and the Transport Ministry's 
intention to have Japanese tankers continue their con- 
voys through the Strait of Hormuz. North Korea—The 
DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman, in a statement 
aired by Pyongyang Domestic Service on 5 July, con- 
demned the “brigandish act of air terrorism” by the 
“USS Vincennes” in shooting down the Iranian Airbus. 
According to the statement, the incident “reveals to the 
world once again that the U.S. imperialists—who fabri- 
cated the intrigue of the missing South Korean passenger 
plane and raved about so-called terrorism and sanc- 
tions—are the ringleaders of international terrorism.” 
The Foreign Ministry spokesman’s statement concluded 
that the United States “should stop aggravating tension 
in the Persian Gulf and immediately withdraw its aggres- 
sive armed forces from around the world.” Pyongyang 
KCNA on 5 July reported that the downing by the “U.S. 
imperialists”’ was an “intentional” and “malicious act of 
retaliation for the downing of a U.S. helicopter in their 
encounter with Iranian naval boats.’’ The report con- 
cluded by warning of “intensified military intervention 
and terrorism” by the United States. South Korea—The 
first official reaction of the South Korean Government 
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to the downing of the Iranian Airbus was reflected in a 
Foreign Ministry statement carried by Seoul YONHAP 
on 5 July which instructed embassies in the Middle East 
to “strengthen measures for the safety of Koreans there 
in preparation for a possible escalation of the conflict in 
the region.” On the same day, YONHAP transmitted a 
report on a statement issued by a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman in connection with the incident which 
expressed “profound regret” and “deep condolences.” 


THE KOREA HERALD, in an editorial published on 6 
July, said that the “tragic destruction” “underscores the 
urgent ‘need to find peaceful solution before more lives 
are lost.” Recounting the downing of Korean Air Lines 
flight 007 in 1983, the paper urged ‘“‘all nations to join 
efforts to avoid a repetition of Sunday’s tragic mishap, 
whatever its truth, and to assure a ruling that can bring 
peace and stability in that region of the world.” In a 
more critical editorial published by THE KOREA 
TIMES on the same day, a parallel was drawn between 
the Iranian Airbus downing and the downing of Korean 
Air Lines flight 007 on | September 1983. The editorial 
said that “now ‘he United States has ironically been put 
into the Sovie.s’ position” and that it “cannot escape 
worldwide censure over the undeniable fact that it 
attacked a passenger plane and killed nearly 300 people.” 
It concluded by urging “restraint” on the part of Iran and 
“due remedial steps” to be taken by the United States. 
The two Seoul television stations, Seoul Television Ser- 
vice and Seoul MBC Television Network, carried exten- 
sive though generally neutral coverage of the incident. 
Philippines—Acting Foreign Secretary Jose D. Ingles, in 
a statement reported in the 6 July edition of the inde- 
pendent Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 
extended his government's sympathy to the families of 
the passengers of Iran Air flight 655, and noted its regret 
at the loss of “innocent lives."” The statement also 
reiterated an appeal for a peaceful solution to the 8-year 
war between Iran and Iraq, and expressed hope that all 
parties concerned “wi!! take effective steps to prevent a 
repetition of this deplorable incident.”” The INQUIRER 
explained that Ingles’ statement was in response to an 
appeal from the Iranian charge d’affaires, who requested 
condemnation of what he described as an act of “ter- 
rorism.” In addition, the report quoted President Cora- 
zon Aquino, when asked if she condemned the attack, as 
saying: “I’m still waiting for the results of the investiga- 
tion...."" On 5 July, the same paper published an editorial 
under the headline “Terrorism,” comparing the 3 July 
incident to the 1983 Soviet downing of a KAL airliner. 
The editorial called Iran “a Third World nation that 
asserts its sovereignty and bravely confronts even the 
mightiest powers in defense of what it regards as its 
national interest.” The paper saw the incident as evi- 
dence that “the Iranians and other Third World peoples 
do not have a monopoly on terrorism. Americans, too, 
are just as capable of it.” 


In a 5 June editorial entitled “Hostages of U.S. Foreign 
Policy,” THE MANILA CHRONICLE portrayed the 
incident as proof that “Americans can be just as mur- 
derous as the Soviets.” The paper called the event a 
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demonstration of the fact that “innocent people are very 
much at the mercy of chance when a superpower chooses 
to flex its muscle.”’ The editorial also questioned the role 
of the Philippines in “this dubious political-economic- 
military effort.” Australia—Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
“very deeply’ regretted the disaster, which was a case of 
mistaken identity during heavy fighting between Iranian 
and U.S. gunships”, in remarks carried by Hong Kong 
AFP on 4 July. The same item quoted Foreign Affairs 
Minister Bill Hayden as declaring that the “tragedy 
underscored the need for a lasting peace between Iran 
and Iraq.” Indonesia—The Indonesian Government 
“regrets” the downing of an Iranian Airbus by U.S. 
forces in the Persian Gulf, according to a Foreign Min- 
istry statement transmitted on 6 July by the Jakarta press 
agency ANTARA. The ministry said the tragedy 
reflected the “increasing importance of efforts to stop 
the Iran-Iraq war” and noted that “the increasing num- 
ber of foreign forces entering the Gulf region has 
increased the risk of involvement in the war.” 


A 6 July Jakarta radio commentary said the “tragic 
incident” could be viewed as a factor to persuade those 
inveived in the Gulf conflict to settle their dispute. The 
station pointed out that the “horrible human tragedy 
would not have occurred had the United States not sent 
its warships to the Gulf.”’ However, the radio added that 
the United States ‘“‘would not have dispatched its forces 
to the Gulf had Iran heeded the world’s call for an end to 
its war with Iraq.” 


In a 5 July statement to ANTARA, Imron Rosyadi, 
chairman of a parliamentary commission on defense and 
security, foreign affairs, and information, pointed out 
that “it is more than proper if the whole world criticizes 
and even condemns the shooting down of the Iranian 
jetliner.”” Roysadi termed the American operation a 
“shameful act” that “violated human norms.” As for 
President Reagan’s defense of the attack as legitimate 
self-defense, he declared that such an argument “does 
not make <ense.” “It is impossible,” he continued, “to 
understand 1.0w a U.S. warship with the most modern 
and sophisticated equipment on board could possibly 
make a mistake.” Malaysia—In a strongly worded dec- 
laration, reported by Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA on 5 
July, the Foreign Ministry announced that the country 
“deplored” the destruction of the Iranian airliner. The 
ministry said “it is difficult to believe or accept U.S. 
claims that its forces could have committed the grave 
error of mistaking a large civilian aircraft for a military 
one.” The government offered its condolences and “pro- 
found sympathy” over “the unmitigated disaster,” 
which caused “consternation and deep anguish.” Thai- 
land—Commenting on the unofficial discussion of the 
incident by ASEAN foreign ministers on 4 July, Foreign 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila expressed his “deep regret,” 
but “reserved further comment until more details are 
known,” according to the 5 July edition of the Bangkok 
paper THE NATION. In an editorial in the same issue, 
under the headline “The U.S. Does What It Can; Iran 
Suffers What It Must,” THE NATION said it is “indeed 
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a human tragedy that U.S. servicemen and officers on 
“The Vincennes couldn’t tell an Airbus” from a “U.S.- 
built F-14 Tomeat.’’ The editorial asserted that the 
“tendency of the U.S. to find solace in comparing this 
attack with the Soviet downing of the Korean Boeing 747 
is, at best, deplorable. Having warned the Iranian Airbus 
seven times before blowing it off the skies didn’t make 
the act less appalling.” 


In another editorial on 5 July, the BANGKOK POST 
urged the United States to “make a dramatic gesture” to 
defuse the crisis and restore confidence in American 
policies. In its commentary, entitled “Aftermath of a 
Terrible Tragedy,” the paper mourneu the loss suffered 
by the Iranian people. While the POST said there was no 
reason to doubt America’s claim that the action was 
accidental, “the firing of a missile at the civilian airliner 
on a scheduled regular flight must nevertheless be 
deplored.” 


Among other press comment, the Thai-language daily 
MATICHON published an editorial on 5 July declaring 
that the “United States has no right to justify the 
incident as ‘a proper defensive action’ as President 
Reagan claimed. Such American rights do not cover the 
attack against a civilian airliner, which represents no 
threat to the life and property of the United States.”’ The 
editorial referred to U.S. policy in the Gulf as “mis- 
taken,” for it tends to promote violence. As such, the 
paper recommended that the United States “use this 
extensive lesson to realize the time has come to adjust its 
policy in the Persian Gulf.” Vietnam—On 5 July, Hanoi 
Domestic Service aired a report that characterized the 
downing of the Iranian Airbus as “a criminal action by 
the United States,” which “has triggered indignation 
among the Iranian people and strong protests by world 
public opinion.” The radio then reviewed Iranian Prime 
Minister Musavi’s comments on the episode and a TASS 
report that called on the U.S. “to withdraw its fleets from 
the region.”’ No official statements have been monitored 
from Vietnamese media. Laos—Citing TASS, Vientiane 
Domestic Service presented a report on 6 July covering 
the destruction of the Iranian passenger plane. On the 
same day, the station broadcast an “article” on the 
Iran-Iraq war, describing the loss of the Iran Air jet as 
further proof that the USSR’s “correct and reasonable 
proposal” to end the Gulf conflict should be imple- 
mented. 


LATIN AMERICA 


Cuba—The Cuban Foreign Ministry condemned the 
downing of the Iranian Airbus, according to a report 
carried by Havana International Service on 5 July. The 
report noted that the ministry rejected the U.S. version 
of the “massacre,” as the equipment aboard the 
“Vincennes” “can clearly distinguish between military 
and civilian aircraft.”” The Cuban Foreign Ministry con- 
cluded that the “growing presence” of U.S. forces in the 
Gulf “represents a danger to international peace and 
security.” A commentary aired by the same station the 
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previous evening follows a similar outline but makes 
stronger charges. The commentary describes the “mas- 
sacre”’ as a “barbaric act” and suggests that one could be 
led to believe that “this U.S. attack” was “intentional.” 
It is impossible, the commentary adds, to draw a parallel 
between this incident and the downing of a South 
Korean airliner several years ago, for the Iranian plane 
was in a corridor “well marked on international air 
traffic maps."’ The commentary closed by pointing out 
that with only a few months left in his administration, 
“Reagan has another crime on his hands.”’ Nicaragua— 
The Nicaraguan Government took advantage of a mes- 
sage from President Daniel Ortega “to the U.S. people” 
on the occasion of Independence Day to include, in the 
final paragraph, a comment describing the downing of 
the Iranian aircraft as ‘‘a true act of genocide,”’ which 
demonstrates U.S. “contempt for international law” and 
“betrays the ideals of those who fought and died for 
American independence.” The message was aired by 
Managua radio on 4 July. Panama—lIn an official com- 
munique reported by Panama City Domestic Service on 
4 July and later carried in full by the government 
newspaper CRITICA, the Fanamanian Government 
attributed recent events in the Persian Gulf to America’s 
“unbridled desire for domination.” The communique 
charges that U.S. claims of a “mistake or error” are 
“unacceptable excuses.” Argentina—A communique 
released by the Press Directorate at Government House 
on 3 July and carried by Buenos Aires DYN expressed 
‘deep consternation” over the loss of the Iranian Airbus. 
The declaration added that the Argentine Government 
“expects the circumstances and the responsibility of 
those who caused it to be clarified.” The communique 
also reiterated Argentina’s belief that a “quick and final 
solution” must be found for the conflict. Brazil—In a 4 
July communique broadcast by Brasilia radio, the For- 
eign Ministry expressed “deep sorrow” at the loss of 
“many innocent lives” in the downing of Iran Air flight 
655. The statement noted that international civil avia- 
tion “must not be threatened by this type of event,”’ and 
underlined the need for “maximum restraint” by all 
parties in the Persian Gulf. On 5 July, Foreign Minister 
Abreu Sodre reported that when President Sarney, who 
is currently visiting the PRC, learned of the incident, “he 
deplored it’ as an “accident of war.” According to 
Sodre, Sarney added that “we must all work to eliminate 
wars from the earth, because they are the cause of 
deplorable disasters such as this.” Uruguay—In a 5 July 
communique reported by Montevideo Radio El Espec- 
tador, the Foreign Ministry voiced its “consternation” 
over the downing of an Iranian Airbus by U.S. forces. 
The ministry also expressed hope that the regional 
conflict could be resolved in comphiance with UN Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 598. In its own resolution on the 
incident, the Uruguayan Senate, expressing its “deepest 
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consternation” over the action and calling for ‘a thor- 
Ough investigation for the total clarification of the trag- 
edy and the determination of responsibility,” added its 
“total and full solidarity with the Iranian people.” 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 


Ghana—In a strongly worded statement broadcast by 
Accra radio on 4 July, the Ghanaian Government 
described the American action in the Gulf as “not only 
unforgivable and violent, but also as a deliberate provo- 
cation against Iran that could lead to an escalation of the 
Gulf war.” The declaration called for “an immediate 
investigation, under the auspices of the United Nations, 
into the circumstances of the shooting down of the 
airliner.” 


Press and radio commentary has echoed the harsh tone 
set by the government statement. In a 5 July editorial 
cited by Accra Domestic Service, the GHANAIAN 
TIMES suggested that the American operation may have 
been a “deliberate” attempt “to provoke Iran into direct 
confrontation” as part of a “U.S. plan to do something 
dramatic in order to provide a world outcry for an end to 
the war.” On the same day, Accra radio condemned the 
“halfhearted, even downright callous reaction of West- 
ern allies” to the incident, highlighting the UK and Italy 
in particular. A similar station commentary on 6 July 
explained that “contrary to President Reagan’s opinion, 
the matter is not closed, and one hopes that when the 
results of the investigations are known, appropriate 
sanctions will be applied.” Nigeria—The Nigerian Gov- 
ernment summoned the U.S. ambassador on 5 July to 
express its “shock” over the incident, and said that 
“more care should have been taken by the U.S. naval 
warship.” At the same time, the government called on 
Iran and the families of the victims to “exercise restraint 
in the face of this tragedy.” 


In general, the press has been far more critical of the 
United States. In a 5 July commentary, the NEW NIGE- 
RIAN portrayed the killing of 300 Iranian civilians as 
“an irresponsible and vicious aggression by the desperate 
power,” and likened the act to the “series of crimes being 
committed by the Americans in the Middle East in the 
past 10 years.”” On 6 July, the DAILY TIMES wrote that 
President Reagan was “fully aware of the consequences” 
of sending warships to the Gulf, while THE SKETCH 
called the American claim that the Iranian airliner had 
been mistaken for an F-14 a “flimsy” excuse. South 
Africa—In remarks reported by Johannesburg radio on 5 
July, President P.W. Botha said it was “strange” that 
while Washington could offer “excuses” for shooting 
down a civilian airliner, South Africa was branded a 
“terrorist state’ by leading American groups for protect- 
ing its “own interests” against “international terrorism.” 
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Japan’s Uno Arrives in Bangkok for ASEAN Talks 
OW0607142188 Tokvo KYODO in English 1017 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Bangkok, July 6 KYODO—Japanese Foreign 
Minister Sosuke Uno arrived here Wednesday for talks 
with his counterparts in the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) on their renewed efforts to help 
resolve the nine-year-long Kampuchean problem. 


While here until Monday, Uno will also meet Kampu- 
chean resistance movement leader Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk to reassure him of Japan’s support for the 
former head of state in his bid to end the conflict, which 
follows Vietnam's military invasion of Kampuchea in 
late 1978. 


Uno is here to attend the traditional meeting between the 
foreign ministers of the six-nation regional grouping and 
its ““dialogue partners”—the United States, Japan, Aus- 
tralia, Canada, New Zealand and the European Commu- 
nity. 


Like the 2Ist annual ASEAN ministerial conference 
which ended Tuesday, the three-day post-ministerial 
meeting is expected to focus on how to bring peace to 
war-torn Kampuchea. 


On Tuesday, Uno told reporters in Tokyo that Japan 
hopes for a quick withdrawal of all Vietnamese forces 
from Kampuchea so that the Kampuchean people can 
establish an independent, neutral and nonaligned gov- 
ernment. 


The impetus for a possible solution of the Kampuchean 
issue has been accelerated with signs that all the Kam- 
puchean warring factions and other parties involved in 
the conflict will attend informal peace talks set for July 
25 in Indonesia. 


The foreign ministers of the ASEAN members—Indone- 
sia, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines and 
Brunei—gave their full endorsement on Monday to the 
so-called Jakarta “cocktail party” meeting. 


Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas, who will host 
the Jakarta meeting, has described the negotiations as a 
“preliminary” attempt to explore ways for a durable 
peace in Kampuchea. 


However, Thai Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon has 
voiced optimism that a settlement may be imminent. 


Considers Aid for Cambodian IPF 
BK0707012788 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Jul 88 p | 


[Text] Japanese Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno is to 
announce today that Japan will “actively consider” 
providing financial assistance for maintaining an inter- 
national peacekeeping force (IPF) in Kampuchea as well 
as despatching an international team to monitor free 
elections. 
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A spokesman for the Japanese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Seiichi Kondon, said last night that Mr Uno 
would express Japan’s “political willingness and readi- 
ness to extend appropriate cooperation and support” to 
aid the peace process in Kampuchea during his talks with 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk and ASEAN officials. 


One of the areas of cooperation, he said, would be a 
financial contribution towards the cost of stationing an 
IPF in Kampuchea. 


Mr Uno, the spokesman said, will also announce Japan’s 
readiness to provide “necessary non-military material” 
to Kampuchea once peace has been realised. 


He also said Tokyo may overturn its ban on financial aid 
to Vietnam if Hanoi completely withdraws its forces 
from Kampuchea. Japanese economic assistance to Viet- 
nam was suspended in 1979. 


However, Japan has maintained trade relations with 
Vietnam. Exports to Vietnam last year totalled 25.5 
billion yen (127.5 billion baht), while imports were 
registered at 20.8 bilion yen. 


Mr Kondon said it was necessary for Japan to maintain 
“a certain level of trade relations” with Vietnam so 
Tokyo could have a degree of political leverage with 
Hanoi. 


Japan, he said, will continue to press Vietnam to accept 
the introduction of an IPF—a proposal that has already 
been rejected by both Hanoi and Phnom Penh. 


Mr Kondo said Mr Uno would stress “the three main 
pillars” of a political settlement in Kampuchea in his 
remarks at the ASEAN post-ministerial conference 
today. 


The first pillar is securing Vietnam’s commitment to a 
total withdrawal of its troops. 


Mr Kondo said that although Hanoi has announced its 
intention to withdraw its forces from Kampuchea by 
1990, and recently started withdrawing some troops, a 
publicly-stated, concrete timetable for the troop pullout 
is necessary, along with introduction of an IPF. 


The second pillar is restoration of a genuinely indepen- 
dent, neutral and non-aligned Kampuchea. 


The spokesman said it was essential that all Khmer 
factions first come to an agreement on the framework of 
a provisional government, which would be entrusted 
with ensuring fair elections under international supervi- 
sion in accordance with the principle of self-determina- 
tion. 


The third pillar concerns an international framework 
irantees a final peace settlement. 
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Mr Kondo said Japan's cominitment to assisting the 
peace process in Kampuchea was in line with new 
initiatives by Prime Minister Takeshita for Tokyo to 
play a greater role in economic and political areas. 


Thai Spokesman Details Talks on Jakarta Meeting 
BK0707014588 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
7 Jul 88 p 2 


[Excerpt] Khmer Rouge guerrilla leader Khieu Samphan 
threatened to back out of the first round of the planned 
Kampuchean peace talks, but the ASEAN foreign min- 
isters convinced him to attend, a Thai government 
spokesman said yesterday. 


Spokesman Michai Wirawaithaya, however, told report- 
ers that both stages of the talks set for Indonesia on July 
25 would take place the same day. 


He said Khieu Samphan informed the ASEAN ministers 
on Tuesday that he would attend only the second stage of 
the talks, violating an agreement with Vietnam on pro- 
cedures for the two-stage talks. 


Hanoi has repeatedly insisted that the four competing 
Kampuchean factions meet first before other concerned 
parties join the talks. 


“The ministers told him (Khieu Samphan) that ASEAN 
had overcome great difficulties to get all four competing 
Kampuchean parties together,” Michai said. “If this 
chance is missed then it might be many years before it 
came again.” — ; 


In the end, after a half hour of discussion, Khieu 
Samphan agreed to attend the first session of the infor- 
mal talks. 


Michai, however, said it was expected that the two 
sessions would take place the same day, the meeting of 
the four Kampuchean groups in the morning followed by 
an afternoon session in which Vietnam, Laos and repre- 
sentatives of ASEAN would join. 


The Khmer Rouge, the strongest of the three Kampu- 
chean resistance factions, has been the most reluctant to 
join negotiations on a political settlement. 


The group is blamed for the deaths of | to 2 million 
Kampucheans during its radical rule from 1975 to 1979. 


Michai made the comments following a meeting between 
ASEAN. foreign ministers and Prime Minister Prem 
Tinsulanon at Government House yesterday morning. 


Michai siad the ministers briefed Prem on their efforts to 
Start the negotiating progress in Kampuchea. 
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He said they also convinced resistance leader Prince 
Nordom Sihanouk to refrain from dropping a proposal 
for an international peace-keeping force to supervise an 
eventual! settlement. 


Michai quoted Singapore Foreign Mlinister Suppiah 
Dhanabalan as saying such a force was needed to ensure 
peace and order in the wake of a proposed withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea. 


“This is an aspect that is extremely important and we 
will try to convince all other parties of this,” Michai said. 


Hun Sen, the prime minister of the Hanoi-backed gov- 
ernment in Kampuchea last week rejected proposals for 
such a force, saying that if the Kampucheans could not 
truly agree on a political settlement then no outside force 
could prevent fighting from breaking out. 


Michai said the ASEAN representatives at the talks 
would be the foreign ministers of Indonesia, Singapore 
and one other country. Thailand would be represented 
by the permanent secretary of the foreign ministry 
because the meeting will be only one day after the general 
election. 


Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Ali Alatas will serve as 
chairman of the Jakarta informal meetings while Singa- 
pore’s Suppiah Dhanabalan will act as ASEAN spokes- 
man, Michai said. 


The spokesman said the world situation and the battle- 
field situation in Kampuchea were favorable for the 
talks. 


“The opportunity for peace is much better than ever 
before,” he said. 


He quoted Dhanabalan as saying if the talks failed, then 
ASEAN would find it very difficult to win international 
sympathy. 


The spokesman said Prem also urged the ministers to 
step up efforts to achieve the resolutions set by the 
Manila summit on intra-ASEAN trade and cooperation. 


Apart from seeking a political solution to Kampuchea, 
ASEAN should also gear up efforts to strengthen intra- 
ASEAN cohesion he said. [passage omitted] 


Sitthi Opens ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conference 
BK0707085788 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] A meeting of ASEAN foreign ministers and dia- 
logue partners, comprising the United States, Canada, 
Japan, Australia, New Zealand, and the EC, opened at 
the Royal Orchid Sheraton Hotel, in Bangkok this morn- 
ing. 
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Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila 
delivered an Opening speech in his capacity as chairman 
of the ASEAN Standing Committee. He said the current 
meeting is being held at a proper time, when there has 
been an improvement in the political atmosphere of 
international relations following the summit between 
U.S. President Reagan and USSR General Secretary 
Gorbachev. 


The foreign minister said that the Thai prime minister's 
visit to the Soviet Union in late May and his meeting 
with the Vietnamese foreign minister about 2 weeks ago 
have contributed to a constructive atmosphere toward 
holding an informal meeting in Jakarta of Vietnamese 
leaders and the various Khmer factions. He said several 
parties, especially Western countries, have expressed 
concern for the process of finding a solution to the 
Cambodian problem and shaping Cambodia's future. 
Several parties went a guarantee that a new Cambodia 
would not be similar to the Cambodia of the past. 
ASEAN therefore has been urging all parties toward a 
joint effort to achieve a solution that is practicable and 
acceptable to all. 


In addition to the Cambodian problem, the foreign 
minister said that another problem of major concern to 
the international community, especially ASEAN, is the 
fate of the Indochinese refugees. It has been commonly 
agreed that those refugees should continue to be given 
humanitarian help and be treated in accordance with 
internationally accepted principles. He said that mea- 
sures should be taken to stem the human flow, and that 
the best solution is to tackle the problem at its roots. He 
appealed to the dialogue partners io increase the number 
of Indochinese refugees for resettlement. 


Assesses Sihanouk Role in Cambodia 
BK0707083388 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
7 Jul 88 Afternoon Edition p 1 


[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said this morn- 
ing that Khmer resistance leader Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk and an international peacekeeping force will be 
guarantees against a new Kampuchea returning to trag- 
edy. 


Sitthi said the prince must be given a “preponderant 
role” in a post-war Kampuchea with full support from 
foreign nations. 


In an opening speech to the annual meeting between 
ASEAN foreign ministers and counterparts from their 
dialogue countries at the Oriental Hotel, Sitthi said an 
effective international control and supervision machin- 
ery must also be set up inside Kampuchea to “ensure 
that all armed threats within Kampuchea are fully neu- 
tralized.”” 
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‘Prince Sihanouk must have good reasons to repeatedly 
call for the creation of an international peacekeeping 
force. The prince’s proposal should be considered seri- 
ously by ail those who entertain goodwill for Kampu- 
chea,” Sitthi said in his speech to foreign ministers from 
ASEAN and the United States, Japan, Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada and West Germany. 


Sitthi’s remarks on Sihanouk’s role and the proposed 
peacekeeping force are basically designed to allay fears of 
a return of the communist Khmer Rouge who are 
blamed for the genocide during their three years in 
power. 


The conflict in Kampuchea is a highlight in the two-day 
talks. 


While expressing hope that the informal Jakarta meeting 
among Khmer factions and Vietnam will be “a useful 
dialogue,” Sitthi said: ““We have no illusion about an 
early breakthrough, but ASEAN is confident of its role as 
facilitator.” 


Sitthi stressed that the following issues must be 
addressed in any political settlement of Kampuchea: an 
expeditious and total withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
from Kampuchea, national reconciliation among all 
Kampuchean parties; and the right to self-determination 
by the Kampuchean people leading to the emergence of 
an independent, sovereign and neutral Kampuchea. 


“The Thai foreign minister, who is chairman of the 
ASEAN Standing Committee, also stressed ASEAN’s 
call for an international conference under the US [as 
published] auspices to find solutions to the indochinese 
refugee crisis. 


He urged for cooperation for the proposal from the six 
dialogue countries. 


On the aid programme for the Philippines, Sitthi said 
ASEAN stands ready to actively support the programme 
and called on the dialogue countries “to give the pro- 
gramme full and active support.” 


Uno Addresses Meeting 
OW0707032188 Tokyo KYODO in English 0202 GMT 
7 Jul 88 


[By Yutaka Negishi] 


[Text] Bangkok, July 7 KYODO—Japanese Foreign 
Minister Sosuke Uno said Thursday Japan “heartily” 
welcomes proposed Kampuchean peace talks and 
pledged financial contributions to the maintenance of 
peace after the 9-year-long conflict has been resolved 
politically. 
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“I heartily welcome (the negotiations) toward a political 
settlement,” Uno said in an address to the opening 
session of a joint foreign ministerial meeting of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its 
six dialogue partners. 


The peace talks, dubbed a Jakarta “cocktail party,” are 
set for July 25 at Bogor, near the Indonesian capital. 


Prince Norodom Sihanouk’s three-party Kampuchean 
Coalition Party, the Heng Samrin government in Phnom 
Penh, and Vietnam are expected to attend the meeting to 
make it the first encounter of all those directly involved 
in the fighting. 


Denouncing Vietnam’s occupation of kampuchea as the 
“largest obstacle to peace and stability” in Southeast 
Asia, Uno urged Hanoi to keep its promise to withdrawal 
all of its troops in Kampuchea by 1990. 


He adde‘ it is “vital” to send international observers to 
Kampuciiea to verify the troop pullout. 


In May, Vietnam announced it will send home 50,000 of 
its 100,000 soldiers in Kampuchea by the year-end and 
place the remainder under Kampuchean command. 


Vietnam said it will end its military presence in Kam- 
puchea by 1990 even if no political solution to the 
problem has been reached. 


Although Vietnam’s peace initiative has generally pro- 
duced positive responses, China and Sihanouk’s anti- 
Hanoi factions are looking at the troop pullout plan with 
some skepticism. 


In the address, Uno also urged Vietnam to accept the 
deployment of an internatioal peacekeeping force in 
Kampuchea in order to ensure a ceasefire and maintain 
security. 
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He then pledged, “the Japanese Government will 
actively consider extending financial contribution to the 
cost involved in the activities of the international peace- 
keeping force.” 


Japan will also provide Kampuchea with nonmilitary 
material if necessary, Uno added. 


Referring to Sihanouk’s planned visit to Tokyo in 
August as a government guest, the Japanese foreign 
minister said. 


“We attach much importance to (his visit)” in the speech 
which was heavily devoted to the kampuchean problem. 


While here, Uno will meet Sihanouk Friday. 


Sihanouk has been visiting here since late last month for 
talks with the ASEAN foreign ministers and their coun- 
terparts from the six-member organization’s dialogue 
partners, including Japan, the United States, and the 
European Community (EC). 


ASEAN is a grouping of Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, the Philippines, and Brunei. 


The joint ministerial meeting followed 2 days of annual 
consultations by the ASEAN foreign ministers held here 
Monday and Tuesday. 


Their talks also centered on the Kampuchen problem. 


In a meeting with Sihanouk, the ASEAN foreign minis- 
ters renewed their support for his government-in-exile, 
saying they are fully behind him, according to a Thai 
spokesman. 


Both ASEAN and the United Nations propose that a 
provisonal government be set up in Kampuchea under 
Sihanouk’s leadership. 


He is currently president of the Coalition Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea, which is composed of three 
resistance forces dominated by the Communist Khmer 
Rouge. 


The Kampuchean problem arose from Vietnam's inva- 
sion of its Western neighbor in late 1978 to oust the 
Khmer Rouge to end its 4-year reign of terror during 
which at least | million people were said to have been 
killed. 


FBIS-EAS-88-130 
7 July 1988 


Japan 


Government Welcomes ROK President’s Proposal 
OW0707051388 Tokyo KYODO in English 0442 GMT 
7 Jul 88 


[Text] Tokyo, July 7 KYODO—Japan welcomed South 
Korean President No Tae-u’s proposal Thursday to 
improve relations with North Korea, saying it is very 
constructive and flexible. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi also said in a 
statement he read at a regular press conference that 
Japan is ready to talk with North Korea to improve their 
bilateral relations. 


This is the first official Japanese offer {> dialogue with 
North Korea since Japan took sanctions +»,.inst Pyong- 
yang in January for its alleged involve,nent in the 
destruction of a South Korean airliner last November. 


Obuchi said the Japanese Government hopes North 
Korea will react positively and flexibly to North-South 
dialogue and exchanges in response to No’s proposal. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 18 


“Japan imposed the sanction for Pyongyang’s organized 
terrorism and its camouflaging efforts that implied Jap- 
anese were involved in the (plane bombing) incident. 
The sanction was imposed to prevent a similar incident 
from recurring,” he said. 


“The Japanese Government will discuss how to deal 
with the sanction after the end of the Seoul Olympics by 
taking the international situation surrounding the 
Korean Peninsula into consideration,’ Obuchi added. 


Under the sanction announced January 26, Japan bans 
entry of North Korean public servants while entry by 
other North Korean nationals, including sports delega- 
tions, is subject to stricter scrutiny than before. 


Foreign Ministry officials said in a briefing to reporters 
that the Japanese intention will be conveyed to North 
Korea and added they expect a “positive response” from 


Pyongyang. 


Working-Level Talks With ROK Planned 
OW0407133988 Tokyo KYODO in “nglish 1152 GMT 
4 Jul 88 


No announced a six-point plan Thursday to promote —r-F24.1) Tokyo, July 4 KYODO—Japan and South Korea 


exchanges with North Korea to help achieve reunifica- 
tion of the divided Korean peninsula. 


Obuchi said Japan ardently hopes No’s declaration will 
promote dialogue between the two Koreas and contrib- 
ute toward relaxed tensions on the peninsula and a 
successful Seoul Olympics this fall. 


The chief government spokesman said Japan also wants 
to improve relations with North Korea is Pyongyang 
shows a constructive attitude. 


He said, however, the release of two Japanese seamen 
detained in North Korea since 1983 on spy charges is a 
prerequisite for improved relations between the two 
countries. 


“The (Japanese) Government is ready to have talks with 
the North Korean side on all aspects of pending prob- 
lems between Japan and North Korea,” the statement 
said. 


The two seamen—Isamu Beniko, 58, and Yoshio 
Kuriura, 56, of the Fujisan Maru No 18—were sen- 
tenced to 15 years at labor by a North Korean court last 
December. 


Replying to a reporter’s question, Obuchi said Japan has 
no intention of lifting its sanction on North Korea “at 
the present stage.” 


will hold a vice foreign ministerial-level meeting in 
Tokyo on July 28 to exchange views on the international 
situation, official Japanese sources said Monday. 


The sources said possible changes in Soviet and Chinese 
policies toward South Korea amid easing East-West 
tension will be a major topic for discussion. 


Japan will be represented at the meeting by Deputy 
Foreign Minister Takakazu Kuriyama. 


The sources said Kuriyama will be able to explain the 
Soviet attitude toward this fall’s Seoul Olympics since ne 
attended a high-level meeting with the Soviet Union in 
Moscow on June 23-24. 


The Japanese side will also be able to explain China's 
policy toward Seoul as Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno 
visited Beijing in May, the sources said. 


Uno will also give a brief on the outcome of the Toronto 
summit of seven major economic powers last month and 
an expanded foreign ministerial meeting of the Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to be held this 
week. 


The foreign minister attended the summit and will 
attend the ASEAN meeting in Bangkok. 
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PRC Official Urges Increased Investment 
OW0607142488 Tokyo KYODO in English 0930 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Tokyo, July 6 KYODO—China Council for Pro- 
motion of International Trade Chairmar Jia Shi urged 
Japan on Wednesday to increase investinent in China. 


Jia Shi, here to attend a Chinese export fair in Tokyo, 
said the two nations will equally benefit from increased 
Japanese investment in China. 


China hopes to lead an export growth-oriented economy 
with the assistance of Japan, which is now seeking a 
cheap labor force elsewhere due to the yen’s strength, he 
said. 


He said China will make efforts to expand exports of 
machineries and components to Japan. 


As for trade with South Korea and Taiwan, Jia Shi said 
indirect trade with them, with Hong Kong as an inter- 
mediary region, is steadily increasing. Direct trade also 
will expand in the future, he added. 


Prefectural Governors To Meet With Soviets 
OW0507140788 Tokyo KYODO in English 0809 GMT 
5 Jul 88 


[Text] Yokohama, July 5 KYODO—Japanese and 
Soviet prefectural governors will meet in Moscow in late 
August for the first time in nine years to discuss regional 
exchanges and trade promotion, Kanagawa Gov. Kazuji 
Nagasu said Tuesday. 


He told reporters the governors of Tokyo, Kanagawa, 
Kyoto and Okinawa will attend the meeting, the 10th of 
its kind, while Hokkaido, Mie and Osaka will send 
deputies. 


The bilateral governors’ meeting was first held in Tokyo 
in 1968 and had been held once every two years since but 
was suspended in 1979 after the Soviet Union invaded 
Afghanistan. 


Takeshita Admits Secretary in Stock Scandal 
OW0707043088 Tokyo KYODO in English 0331 GMT 
7 Jul 88 


[Text] Tokyo, July 7 KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita admitted Thursday that one of his secretaries 
was involved in a stock scandal which is shaking the 
political community. 


In meeting reporters at his official residence, Takeshita 
said his secretary, [hei Aoki, earned profits by trading 
shares in a real estate firm after obtaining them before 
they were put on the open market. 


Aoki has apologized for his indiscretion to the prime 
minister, Takeshita said. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


But the prime minister did not say how many stocks of 
Recruit Cosmos Co. his secretary traded nor how much 
profits he earned from the deal made 2 years ago. 


Recruit Cosmos is a subsidiary of Recruit Co., a major 
employment and housing information service based in 
Tokyo. 


Press reports said Aoki sold Recruit Cosmos’ shares 
immediately after they were made public in October 
1986. 


Secretaries of other political leaders, including those of 
former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Finance Minister Kiichi Miya- 
zawa, and Shintaro Abe, secretary general of the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party, were reportedly involved in 
the scandal. 


Hideki Komatsu, deputy mayor of the industrial city of 
Kawasaki, south of Tokyo, was fired last month for 
unfair dealings in shares of Recruit Cosmos offered by its 
parent company. 


Komatsu, then responsible for the city’s redevelopment, 
was suspected of earning huge profits in the resale of its 
shares which he bought 2 years before they were put on 
the market. 


Takeshita told reporters Thursday the scandal will 
adversely affect his Government's effort to carry out a 
sweeping tax reform including the introduction of a 
3-percent consumption tax. 


The Diet will be called into an extraordinary session this 
month to debate the tax proposal. 


Finance Minister Comments on Rise of Dollar 
OW0507041288 Tokyo KYODO in English 0315 GMT 
5 Jul 88 


[Text] Tokyo, July 5 KYODO—The current foreign 
exchange movements are not wild fluctuations that 
require government intervention, Finance Minister Kuii- 
chi Miyazawa said Tuesday. 


Asked in a press conference after a cabinet meeting 
about the remarks Monday by chairman of the Japan 
Federation of Economic Organizations (Keidanren) 
Eishiro Saito that the movement of the dollar should be 
confined within the range between 125 yen and 135 yen, 
Miyazawa said that while violent fluctuations in the 
exchange market should be avoided, the current move- 
ment can not be categorized as such. 


“We can accept a fluctuation in the exchange market as 
long as it is a smooth movement,” he added. 
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Touching on the recent moves by European central 
banks to hike their interest rates, Miyazawa said the 
basic policy stance among G-7 [Group of Seven] coun- 
tries has not changed. 


There was no agreement among the major industrial 
countries on a shift in their concerted financial policies 
at the Toronto summit held in mid-June, he said. 


The recent moves of m3ior European countries to raise 
their interest rates are within the framework of the 
economic policy cordination that has been pursued in 
the past few years, he contended. 


Major European central banks, including West Ger- 
many’s Bundesbank and the Bank of England, have 
recently raised their interest rates amid renewed fears of 
inflation due to the steep upswing of the dollar against 
their currencies. 


Miyazawa revealed last week that the West German 
finance minister had informed him at the summit of the 
Bundesbank’s intention to raise the interest rate. 


Finance Ministry Predicts Tight 1989 Budget 
OW0607175488 Tokyo KYODO in English 1108 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Tokyo, July 6 KYODO—The Finance Ministry 
will hold down government expenditure in Fiscal 1989 
to attain the government’s goal of financial reconstruc- 
tion in three years, ministry officials said Wednesday. 


The ministry made known its stand in a meeting with 
government agencies, in which ministry officials empha- 
sized that the environment surrounding government 
finances remains severe. 


The officials said the government's three-year provi- 
sional measure to reduce subsidies to local governments 
will remain in force for another year. 


They said the ministry will allow expenditure for the 
defense buildup, official development assistance to the 
Third World and four other categories as an exceptional 
step. 


The Finance Ministry will continue negotiations with 
other agencies on the ceiling of next year’s budget for 
approval at a cabinet session scheduled for July 15, they 
said. 


Agriculture Ministry To Cut Rice Price 
OW0707044288 Tokyo KYODO in English 0336 GMT 
7 Jul 88 


[Text] Tokyo, July 7 KYODO—The Agriculture, For- 
estry and Fisheries Ministry on Thursday decided to cut 
“consumer rice prices” for the second straight year in 
Fiscal 1988, government officials said. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The decision followed a determination Wednesday by 
the government and the ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) to trim “producer prices” by 4.6 percent for Fiscal 
1988, the officials said. 


After the Rice Price Council approves the plan, ine 
ministry will begin talks with the Finance Ministry and 
the LDP concerning the degree of price cuts and imple- 
mentation of the reductions. 


The plan calls for widening the price differentia! between 

ewly produced rice and the older rice, with the promo- 
tion of sales of older rice likely to become the focal point 
of the debate between ministry officials and LDP law- 
makers, the officials said. 


Consumer prices were reduced for the first time last 
December, when prices of rice produced in Fiscal 1987 
and 1986 were cut by 2.5 percent and 5.5 percent, 
respectively. 


During the bargaining session over the Consumer prices, 
the Finance Ministry will likely take a tough stand on the 
reduction, trying to minimize the degree of price cuts. 


The Farm Ministry, on the other hand, will seek ways to 
narrow the price ga; between domestically produced rice 
and U.S. consumer prices which are only one-third of the 
Japanese price, the officials said. 


Following the proposal by the Farm Ministry, the rice 
price council, an advisory panel of the ministry began 
the same day study cuts in the 1988 producer prices. 


The council is expected to approve the proposal in its 
original form later Thursday, laying out the second 
consecutive year-on-year cuts in consumer prices. 


The government will finalize the price cuts at a cabinet 
meeting on Friday after receiving the panel's endorse- 
ment of the plan, the officials added. 


JSP Leader Urges Renewed Antinuclear Drive 
OW 0607090888 Tokyo KYODO in English 0622 GM1 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Tokyo, July 6 KYODO—Japan Socialist Party 
leader Takako Doi on Wednesday renewed her call for a 
powerful mass action against war, against nuclear arms, 
and for peace. 


Doi, speaking to a JSP Central Committee session at the 
Nihon Kyoiku Kaikan Hall, said that leaders of the 
United States and the Soviet Union have taken a step 
toward nuclear disarmament after many years of tough 
negotiations. 


This was, among other things, because the national 
economies of the two superpowers have become unable 
to continue an endless arms race any more, Doi said. 
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Secondly, she said, both nations could not help admit- 
ting that a superpower nuclear war would endanger the 
existence of all human beings. Thirdly, there were strong 
pressures from global public opinion in favor of peace, 
she said. 


These and other things show that the JSP’s long-standing 
peace efforts have come to lead the global trend, said 
Doi, the chairwoman of the JSP Central Executive 
Committee. 


The JSP the No | Opposition party, has long called for 
abiding by the war-renouncing Constitution, aiming at a 
vonaligned and neutral Japan, pursuing a nonnuclear 
po. cy, and maintaining an arms export embargo policy. 
she said. 


Doi, discussing her meeting with Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev in Moscow on May 6, said she proposed to 
him that the United States and the Soviet Union con- 
clude an antiwar pact. 


Gorbachev replied that he supported Doi’s proposal. 
which he said had a very positive meaning, and that he 
was ready to sign such a treaty, Doi said. 


Doi said she is sure that the JSP should continue efforts 
toward achieving peaceful coexistence and common 
security for mankind. 


Antimilitary mass movements are gaining strength 
throughout the country, for example, on Miyakejima 
Island, at the Ikego Hills in Zushi, Kanagawa Prefecture, 
and also at the Atsugi Air Base in Ayase, also Kanagawa 
Prefecture, she said. 


There is also mounting popular opposition to incicasing 
Japan’s defense budg«t, which she said now ranks third 
in the world. 


North Korea 


50 U.S. Violations of DMZ Reported to MAC 
SK0707104588 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1038 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Kaesong July 7 (KCNA)—The U.S. imperialist 
aggressors committed grave provocations of threatening 
the personal safety of security personnel of our side, 
insulting their personality and disturbing them in the 
performance of their duty in the joint security area of 
Panmunjom. 


At the security officers meeting of the Military Armistice 
Commission held today in Panmunjom at the proposal 
of our side, the provocations of the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors were brought to light. 


According to the statement of the security officer of our 
side, on the afternoon of June 29, two guards of the U.S. 
forces at the post on a hill northwest of the conference 
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room in the joint security area of Panmunjom shouted at 
Our security personnel on a normal routine duty at our 
post on the opposite side and spoke rude words and 
made a nasty gesture insulting their personality. On June 
28 a guard of the U.S. imperialist aggression forces at the 
observation post southeast of the conference room 
turned an electric torch onto personnel of our side on the 
opposite side and spoke insulting words. 


There were such provocations twice on June 27. On July 
| a guard of the U.S. forces at the observation post 
southeast of the conference room made a threatening 
gesture with fist at our personnel on a routine duty. He 
stepped on and off the military demarcation line several 
times. 


The U.S. imperialist aggressors are these days bringing 
automatic weapons into the joint security area and 
sending more armed personnel than the designated num- 
ber. 


In a month and more from June | to July 6 the U.S. 
side’s violations of the armistice agreement and the 
points agreed upon between the two sides in the joint 
security area numbered more than 50. 


The security officer of our side lodged a strong protest 
with the enemy side against aggravating the situation in 
the joint security area of Panmunjom and demanded 
that the U.S. side immediately stop provocations and 
violations against our side in the joint security area. 


DFRF, CPRF Hold Emergency Meeting 6 July 
SK0607 105388 Pyongvang KCNA in English 
1046 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 6 (KCNA) —The Central Com- 
mittee of the Democratic Front for the Reunification of 
the Fatherland and the Committee for the Peaceful 
Reunification of the Fatherland held an emergency joint 
meeting in Pyongyang today and discussed measures to 
cope with the extremely dangerous fascistisation moves 
of the U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u military fascist 
clique in South Korea. 


Presidium member of the C.C. of the DFRF Yom 
Tae-chun made a report at the meeting. 


A joint statement of the C.C. of the DFRF and the CPRF 
was adopted at the meeting. 


Moves To Counter South Viewed 
SK0707051788 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0442 GMT 7 July 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 7 (KCNA) —The Central Com- 
mittee of the Democratic Froni for the Reunification of 
the Fatherland and the Committee for the Peaceful 
Reunification of the Fatherland held an emergency joint 
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meeting in Pyongyang on July 6 and discussed measures 
to cope with the open fascistisation moves of the U.S. 
imperialists and the No Tae-u military fascist clique in 
South Korea. 


Recently, in South Korea, the No Tae-u military fascist 
clique, engineered by the U.S. imperialists, threw away 
even the mask of “democratisation” and issued an order 
of “emergency state” to the puppet administration and 
the entire repressive machines and an oppressive order 
to totally ban and indiscriminately crush street demon- 
strations and labor disputes in September and October 
around the Olympic games. 


The South Korean streets have today turned into a 
theatre of fascist rowdyism where riot police are swarm- 
ing about, the freedom of assembly and demonstration is 
denied and search, assault and arrest are a common 
scene everywhere. 


Yom Tae-chun, Presidium member of the C.C., the 
DFRF, in his report said: 


Now the No Tae-u military fascist clique claim that such 
repressive Campaign in South Korea was necessitated for 
the “safety of the Olympic games.” But this is a bare- 
faced ile. 


The U.S. imperialists are entirely to blame for the 
obtaining South Korean situation. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets, the 
reporter said, are rasping that the repressive sieps will be 
lifted after the Olympic games. But, after the games, they 
will go over to a more open repressive ruie, bringing a 
more rigorous period of darkness. 


He earnestly appealed to the South Korean students and 
people to turn out more daringly in the struggle for 
independence, democracy and reunification with height- 
ened consciousness. 


He urged the No Tae-u group to look straight into the 
current of the situation and immediately revoke the 
“emergency state”, a murderous repressive order, guar- 
antee the freedom of speech, the press, assembly and 
demonstration, open the discourse on reunification and 
stop the criminal act of blocking the upcoming August | 5 
North-South student talks. 


And the U.S. imperialist aggressors should end their 
military occupation and interference in the internal 
affairs in South Korea and get out of South Korea 
without delay before they are ignominiously ousted by 
the anti-U.S. struggle of the South Korean people, he 
said. 


A joint statement of the C.C., the DFRF and the CPRF 
was adopted at the meeting, which reads in part: 
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When the U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u military 
fascist clique are mounting on an allout fascistization 
offensive, the South Korean people should determinedly 
counter it with a more powerful anti-U.S., anti-fascist 
Struggle and realise their desire for independence, 
democracy and reunification by their own struggle. 


The South Korean students and people of all strata, for 
the present, should decisively reject the crafty “political 
truce” plot of the dictators and wage a powerful struggle 
to have the trutl: of the-Kwangju massacre investigated, 
indict the irregularities of the Chon Tu-hwan family, 
condemn the rigging of the puppet presidential 
“election” and “National Assembly election” and 
replace the No Tae-u military fascist “regime” with a 
democratic regime before the Olympic games. 


The South Korean political parties, groupings and peo- 
ple of all strata should reject the authorities’ self-opin- 
ionated claim of “unified channel of dialogue” aimed at 
playing the solo in the dialogue and reunification ques- 
tion, and join as one in the struggle to realise bilateral or 
multilateral contacts and talks with us and, furthermore. 
arrange a North-South joint conference. 


Availing ourselves of this opportunity, we express the 
hope that the governments, political parties and organi- 
sations of all countries of the world and progressive 
peoples who treasure human rights and democracy and 
want peace and peaceful reunification of the Korean 
peninsula will sternly denounce the fascistisation moves 
of the U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u group in South 
Korea and lift up louder voices of solidarity fur the just 
struggle of the South Korean people to achieve indepen- 
dence, democracy and reunification. 


CPRF Denounces U.S., Japanese ‘Scheming’ 
SK0707045188 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0432 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 7 (KCNA) —The Secretariat of 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Fatherland in its Information No.487 July 6 denounced 
the schemings of the U.S. and Japanese reactionaries and 
the South Korean puppets to abuse the Olympic games 
for the purpose of war. 


Noting that the U.S. and Japanese reactionaries plan to 
stage massive joint manoeuvres in the East Sea of F.orea 
with the mobilisation of their large armed forces, and the 
U.S. Navy and the South Korean puppet Navy will 
launch into a joint exercise timing with this, the infor- 
mation Says: 


These military moves are a most outright and open 
challenge to us and an indication that the aggressive 
tripartite military alliance is going inio full-fledged 
action. 
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The U.S. imperialists have from iong ago manipulated 
the Japanese reactionaries and the South Korean pup- 
pets to step up preparations for a “joint operation” and 
Strengthen military operation under the pretext of “joint 
measures” and “prevention of terrorism” for the “safety 
of the Olympics.” 


The scheme of the U.S. imperialists to stage joint naval 
exercises largest ever in history in the East Sea of Korea 
between the United States and Japan and between the 
United Staies and South Korean puppets during the 
Olympic games patently shows what dangerous stage the 
military compact among the United Siates, Japan and 
South Korea has reached. 


The U.S. and Japanese reactionaries and the South 
Korean puppets must not abuse the Olympic games for 
the purpose of war but unconditionally and immediately 
discontinue their rash military rampage. 


U.S. Defense of Aircraft Downing Decried 
SK0707104088 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1031 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 7 (KCNA) —Reagan in his 
“letter” to the speakers of both houses on July 5 
described the downing of an Iranian airliner by the U.S. 
Navy as an “actiun taken with the right to defend itself” 
laid down in the U.N. Charter, and made foolish 
attempts to abuse even the U.N. Charter in concealing 
the criminal act. 


This shameful jargon of Reagan eloquently tells to what 
extent his audacity in calling the shooting down of a 
defenceless airbus an “exercise of the right to defend 
themselves” has gone. 


His talk about “mistake” and the like is also absolute 
baloney. 


As many Western military experts put it, it goes beyon? 
elementary military common sense that the 
“Vincennes,” a most sophisticated ship, “mistook” the 
civilian plane. 


It is a n.scalculation itself if Reagan attempts to reverse 
black and white with such clumsy excuse. 


By doing so Reagan insulted again the Iranian people 
who are shuddering with indignation and the wor'd’s 
public opinion. 


By origin, it is a habitual method and inherent nature of 
U.S. imperialism to commit a crime and shift the blame 
for it on to others. 


Te KAL incident is a typical instance among the 
¢ untless number of historical facts showing this. After 
f. cating the KAL incident the U.S. imperialists tried 
to lay the blame at our door and even took “sanctions” 
against us. Now they are massing aggression fo: ces 
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around the Koreari peninsula on the pretext of “guaran- 
teeing Olympic security” from “terrorsm”™ b, some- 
body, and watching for a chance to mount armed aggres- 
sion agaist us under some faked pretexts. 


The brigandish nature of U.S. imperialism bossed by 
Reagan is being brought to full light everywhere in the 
world. 


This time Reagan had the front to send a “message of 
deep regret” to Iran after committing an indelible piratic 
aci against the Iranian people. This is, in essence, “croc- 
odi'e tears.” 


With no sophism and trickery can he cover up or justify 
the criminal act. 


U.S. imperialism must be brought before the interna- 
tional tribunal! and face a stern judgement as a wrecker of 
world peace, main culprit in international terrorism and 
truculent enemy of mankind. 


Dailies Condemn Downing 
SK0707052988 Pvongvang KCNA in English 
0504 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 7 (KCNA) —Papers here today 
condemn the U.S. tinperialists’ criminal outrage of 
shooting down an Iranian jet airliner by missiles. 


In a signed commentary NODONG SINMUN says: 


The brutality of the U.S. imperialist pirates in massa- 
cring peaceable passengers is a brigandish infringement 
upon the sovereignty and security of Iran, a gross viola- 
tion of humanitarianism and a diabolical criminal atroc- 


ity. 


The downing of the passenger plane fully shows that the 
activity of U.S. warships in the Gulf only harasses peace 
and “guarantee for security of navigation” advertised by 
the United States is no more than a preposterous pretext 
tc justify its piratic action. 


It is a deliberate and premeditated terrorist act that the 
U.S. imperialists shot down the peaceable passenger 
plane above the sea off other's country by modern means 
of war. 


The incident indicates that the U.S. imperialists are 
most shameless aggressors and interventionists of the 
present time and the ringleader of international terror- 
ism who makes terrorism a state policy. 


The United States is now extensively massing aircraft 
carrier and other armed forces of aggression in and 
around South Korea under the pretext of “guarantee for 
Olympic security”, rendering the situation of the Korean 
peninsula strained. This tells that the U.S. imperialists 
are trying to invent a pretext for military provocations 
against the DPRK if necessary. 


FBIS-EAS-88- 130 
7 July 1988 


The U.S. imperialists shot down the peaceable passenger 
plane today in the Gulf, but may commit another hei- 
nous crime tomorrow. Such incident is inevitable as long 
as the presence of the U.S. imperialist aggression forces 
continues. 


The United States should withdraw its naval ships from 
the Gulf without delay and discontinue its interference 
in Iran. 


A signed commentary of MINJU CHOSON says that the 
thrice-cursed atrocity of U.S. imperialism is a flagrant 
crime which can be committed only by terrorist maniacs 
who make nothing of international law and human 
morality. 


Kim Il-song Transits DPRK-USSR Border Town 
SK0607104788 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1038 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Khasan July 6 (KCNA)—The great leader Com- 
rade Kim Il-song, general secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and president of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, passed 
through Khasan, a Korean- Soviet border railway sta- 
tion, this morning on his way home after winding up his 
official goodwill visit to the Mongolian People’s Repub- 
lic. 


In company with him, the suite members passed 
through. 


Khasan railway station was in a warm welcome mood to 
greet him. 


Hanging at the station were national flags of Korea and 
the Soviet Union and put up were slogans “Warm 
welcome to Comrade Kim Il-song!” “Long live the 
Soviet-Korean friendship and unity!” and “Warm 
welcome”’. 


: sent at the station were the first secretary of the 
Maritime Territorial Committee of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, the chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Maritime Territorial Soviet of Peo- 
ple’s Deputies and other leading officials of the Maritime 
Territorial and Khasan District Party and power bodies, 
economic organs and Army. 


Also present were the Korean consul general and consu- 
lar attaches in Nakhodka. 


Comrade Kim Il-song alighted from the train to 
exchange warm greetings with the cadres of the Soviet 
Union who came out to greet him. 


Soviet children and an attache of the DPRK Consulate 
presented bouquets of fragrant flowers to Comrade Kim 
Il-song. 
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A Soviet woman honored him with bread and salt, 
following the custom of greeting the most honored guest. 


Comrade Kim Il-song dropped in a specially arranged 
lounge of the railway station and had a cordial and 
friendly talk with the Soviet cadres who came out to 
greet him. 


The Maritime Territorial Committee of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union and the executive committee 
of the Maritime Territorial Soviet of People’s Deputies 
arranged a breakfast for him. 


Comrade Kim Il-song exchanged warm farewells with 
Comrade Aleksandr Mokanu, vice-president of the Pre- 
sidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet and president of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Moldavian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, and other senior officials of 
central organs who guided him from Naushki, the Sovi- 
et-Mongolian border railway station, to Khasan, and 
cadres who came out to greet him, and left Khasan 
railway station for the homeland. 


Gathering Marks Signing of DPRK-USSR Treaty 
SK0707050388 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0439 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 7 (KCNA)}—The North Hamg- 
yong Provincial Administration and Economic Guid- 
ance Committee arranged a friendship gathering on July 
6 on the occasion of the 27th anniversary of the signing 
of the treaty of friendship, cooperation and mutual 
assistance between Korea and the Soviet Union. 


Attending there on invitation were Lev Moshkov, Soviet 
consul-general and consulate general officials in Chong- 
jin. 


Kim Chol-pong, vice-chairman of the committee, and 
other officials concerned were present. 


Speeches were made at the gathering which proceeded in 
a friendly atmosphere. 


Earlier, a film show and a cocktail party were held at the 
Soviet Consulate General in Chongjin. 


Film Marks PRC Treaty Anniversary 
SK0707045588 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0437 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 7 (KCNA)}—The Committee for 
Cultural Relations With Foreign Countries and the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Korea-China Friendship Associa- 
tion hosted a film show at the Chollima House of Culture 
on July 6 on the occasion of the 27th anniversary of the 
signing of the Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and 
Mutual Assistance between Korea and China. 


Wen Yezhan. Chinese ambassador to Korea, and his 
embassy officials were invited there. 
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Attending there were Kim Yong-ik, vice-minister of 
public health and vice-chairman of the Central Commit- 
tee of the association, other officials concerned and 
working people in the city. 


The attendants saw a Chinese feature film. 


Japanese Defense Agency Chief's Trip Decried 
SK0707053988 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0510 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 7 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today in a signed commentary hits out at Japanese 
Defence Agency Director Kawara’s trip to Southeast 
Asian areas. 


Setting foot on the areas of Southeast Asia, Kawara said 
Japan would not become a “military power” but have 
“military forces of a corresponding scale”’ only for *‘self- 
defence,” and would promote “stability and security” in 
Southeast Asia. 


The commentary says: 


By availing t.emselves of the “defence of the sea lane” 
assigned by the U.S.-Japan military alliance, the Japa- 
nese reactionaries take the road toward a “military 
power” and try to gratify their militarist ambition for 
aggrandizement overseas. 


When he said Japan would not become a “military 
power” Kawara had an aim in view to consolidate the 
foundation for neo-colonialist infiltration into the 
Southeast Asian region and, furthermore, to pursue a 
militarist aim of reinvasion by stretching the hand 
grasping sword to the countries in this region, under the 
name of “‘joint defence.” 


That Japan is trying to lay its militarist talons on 
Southeast Asia also is deeply connected with the U.S. 
scheme to link together, expand and strengthen such 
aggressive military alliances and pacts as the U.S.- ‘apan- 
South Korea three-way military alliance in the Asian- 
Pacific region and thus form an aggressive military bloc 
like NATO and maintain aggressive military bases in 
Southeast Asia. 


The Japanese Defence Agency director’s visit to South- 
east Asia clearly shows that the U.S. imperialists’ moves 
to forge ahead with their Asian strategy are being stepped 
up, and the Japanese reactionaries are taking the lead in 
discharging their “duty to the alliance” with the United 
States, while hastening the “process of turning Japan 
into a military power” and, at the same time, are 
recklessly trying to satisfy their reinvasion purpose. 


They are working hard to realize their bankrupt old 
dream of “‘Greater East Asia Coprosperity Sphere.” 


They must realize that this would lead to preparations 
for another defeat. 
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Japanese Naval Exercise With U.S. Condemned 
SK0607101588 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1006 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 6 (KCNA)}—TOKYO SHIMBUN 
July 2 reported that the Japanese Maritime “‘Self- 
Defence Force’? [SDF] had decided to stage a naval 
exercise largest in scale since its founding in the East Sea 
of Korea during the “Seoul Olympic games.” 


Synchronising with the provocative war game covering 
the whole area of the East Sea, two carrier flotillas of the 
U.S. 7th Fleet will be deployed in the waters off the 
Korean peninsula to stage Japan-U.S. joint manoeuvres, 
which will be coincided with a joint exercise of the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets. 


This suggests that Japan, the United States and South 
Korea plan to stage very dangerous war games in the East 
Sea with a massive mobilisation of aggression forces. It 
goes without saying that the sharp edge of this war 
adventure is pointed at our Republic. 


Seizing the “Seoul Olympic games” as the best chance, 
the Japanese reactionaries intend to stage an allout “test 
war” against Korea by lifting to a higher stage ‘he 
““SDF’s” capacity of waging a war single-handedly. 


No one can vouch that this “test war” will not immedi- 
ately develop into an actual war. 


Facts show that the Japanese reactionaries, encouraged 
by the U.S. imperialists, are running about feverishly for 
aggression on our country and the U.S.-Japan-South 
Korea three-way military alliance is, in actuality, active 
for the provocation of a second Korean war. 


This is a downright provocation against the Korean 
people who want peace in Korea and her reunification 
and a challenge to the fair public opinion of the world. 


Our people are following these developments with 
heightened vigilance. 


The Japanese reactionaries should promptly discontinue 
their reckless war gamble against Korea and refrain from 
behaving rashly, looking straight into the realities today. 


Daily on Deployment of ‘Carl Vinson’ 
SK0607104088 Pyongvang KCNA in English 
1034 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[““Does ‘Carl Vinson’ Participate in Olympic Games?” — 
KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang July 6 (KCNA)}—The U.S. imperial- 
ists’ deployment of the aircraft carrier “Carl Vinson” in 
the South Korean waters is part of the arms buildup of 
the warmaniacs to abuse the Olympic games and a proof 
that their war racket has reached a very dangerous stage. 
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NODONG SINMUN today says this in a signed com- 
mentary. 


The paper continues: 


The U.S. imperialists are going to stage “mobile exer- 
cises” to “keep war deterrent’’, linking the portcall of 
“Carl Vinson” in South Korea with the 24th Olympic 
games. 


The Olympic games are hosted not by the United States 
nor in its land. The U.S. imperialists, however, are 
kicking up a military row for “Olympic security”’. This is 
necessary Only to ignite a war of aggression against the 
DPRK. 


Their military row allegedly for ““Olympic security” 
endangers the Olympics. 


The Olympic games to be held amid the powder-smoke 
of «iilitary manoeuvres will be welcomed by nobody. 


The U.S. imperialist aggressors and the South Korean 
puppets must stop at once their arms buildup and war 
racket stepped up on the plea of “Olympic security”. 


Papers Urge North-South Student March, Talks 
SK0607103788 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1028 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Pyongyang July 6 (KCNA)}—Papers here today 
print commentaries stressing that a grand across the 
country march and student talks the younger generation 
in the North and the South initiated and responded to 
with a patriotic will and are now preparing for should be 
held unconditionally. 


The author of a NODONG SINMUN commentary says: 


The letter sent by the head of the North side’s delegation 
to the North-South student talks to the head of the South 
side’s delegation on July 4 contains measures to success- 
fully realize the August 8 grand across-the-country 
march and the August 15 student talks. 


The new overtures related to the march and talks reflect 
the unswerving will of the students and people in the 
northern half of Korea to bring to a success at any cost 
the grand march and talks the younger generation of the 
North and the South initiated and are promoting with a 
single patriotic intention to play the main part in the 
movement for reunification, and thus pave the path of 
national reconciliation, unity and reunification on all 
accounts. ‘ 


Already when preparatiou.is for the June 10 Panmunjom 
student talks were being made the DPRK Administra- 
tion Council clarified that it would provide all condi- 
tions for a successful holding of the talks and satisfactory 
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realization of the points agreed upon at the talks, and 
now the preparations for the grand march and talks are 
going On amid the interest of the entire people. 


What matters is the fact that the U.S. imperialists and 
the South Korean rulers dislike the meeting between 
students in the North and the South and are working in 
every way to block it. 


At present, the No Tae-u group insists on the “unified 
government channel of dialogue,”’ spreading words that 
the question of the exchange of visits between students 
will be solved at “talks between authorities.”’ This is, in 
fact, a crafty political trick to bar the meeting and talks 
between students in the North and the South. 


It will be enough for the No Tae-u group to support the 
initiative of students and provide conditions for the 
purpose, if it had any will in favor of the exchange of 
visits between students. 


The No’s group must immediately stop the criminal 
moves to block the meeting and talks between students 
in the North and the South with advertisement about 
“talks between authorities” and the like. 


South Korea 


No Tae-u Proposes New Policies Toward North 
SK0707011088 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
2300 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[““Special declaration” by President No Tae-u on North- 
South relations issued at Chongwadae—live] 


[Text] My dear 60 million compatriots: Today | am 
going to enunciate the policy of the Sixth Republic to 
achieve the peaceful reunification of our homeland, a 
long-standing goal dear to the hearts of the entire Korean 


people. 


We have been suffering the pain of territorial division 
for almost half a century. This national division has 
inflicted numerous ordeals and hardships upon the 
Korean people, thus hindering the national development 
they have deserved. Dismantling the barrier separating 
the South and North and building a road to a reunified 
and prosperous homeland is a historic mission imposed 
on every Korean alive today. 


The South and the North, divided by different ideologies 
and political systems, have experienced a fratricidal war. 
The divided halves of the single Korean nation have 
distrusted, denounced, and antagonized each other since 
territorial partition took place, and this painful state has 
yet to be remedied. Even though the division was not 
brought about by the Korean people's volition, it is our 
responsibility to achieve national reunification through 
our independent capabilities. , : 
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We must all work together to open a bright era of 
South-North reconciliation and cooperation. The time 
has come for all of us to work in concert to promote the 
well-being and prosperity of the entire Korean people. 


Today the world is entering an age of reconciliation and 
cooperation that transcends ideologies and political sys- 
tems. A brave new tide of openness and exchange is 
engulfing peoples of different historical and cultural 
backgrounds. I believe we have now come to a historic 
point when we must achieve a breakthough toward a 
lasting peace on and the reunification of the Korean 
peninsula, which is still fraught with the danger of war 
amidst persisting tension and confrontation. 


The fundamental reason that the tragic division is yet to 
be overcome is because both the South and North have 
regarded each other as adversaries, rather than realizing 
that both halves of Korea belong to the same national 
community. In that way, inter-Korean enmity has con- 
tinued to intensify. Having lived in a single ethnic 
community, the Korean people have shaped an illustri- 
ous history and cultural traditions, while also triumph- 
ing over almost ceaseless trials and challenges with 
pooled national strength and wisdom. 


Accordingly, developing relations between the South and 
North as members of a single national community to 
achieve common prosperity is a short cut toward realiz- 
ing a prosperous and reunified homeland. This is also the 
path to national self-esteem and integration. 


The South and North must now tear down the barrier 
that divided them and implement exchanges in all fields. 
One positive step after another must be taken to restore 
mutual trust and to strengthen bonds as members of one 
nation. 


With the realization that we both belong to a single 
community, we must also discontinue confrontation on 
the international scene. I hope that North Korea will 
contribute to the community of nations as a responsible 
member of it, and that this will accelerate the opening 
and development of North Korean society. South and 
North Korea should recognize each other’s place in the 
international community and cooperate with each other 
in the best interests of the entire Korean people. 


My 60 million fellow compatriots, today | promise to 
make efforts to open a new era of national self-esteem, 
reunification, and prosperity by building a social, cul- 
tural, economic, and political community in which all 
members of the Korean people can participate on the 
principles of independence, peace, democracy, and the 
general welfare. To that end, I declare to the nation and 
to the world that the following policies will be pursued: 
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1. We will actively promote exchanges of visits between 
the people of South and North Korea, including politi- 
cians, businessmen, journalists, religious leaders, cul- 
tural leaders, artists, athletes, academicians, and stu- 
dents, and will make necessary arrangements to ensure 
that Koreans residing overseas can freely visit both parts 
of Korea. 


2. Even before the successful conclusion of the South- 
North Red Cross talks, we will promote and actively 
support, from a humanitarian viewpoint, all measures 
with which we can assist dispersed families in their 
efforts to find out whether their family meiabers in the 
other part of the peninsula are still alive, as well as their 
whereabouts. We will also promote exchanges of corre- 
spondence and visits between them. 


3. We will open doors for trade between South and North 
Korea. We will regard it as intranational trade. 


4. We hope to achieve the balanced development of the 
national economy with a view to enhancing the quality 
of life for all Korean people in both the South and North, 
and we will not oppose nations friendly with us trading 
with North Korea, provided that this trade does not 
involve military goods. 


5. We hope to bring to an end the counterproductive 
diplomacy characterized by competition and confronta- 
tion between the South and North, and to cooperate in 
ensuring that North Korea makes a positive contribution 
to the international community. We also hope that 
representatives of South and North Korea will freely 
contact each other in international forums and will 
cooperate to pursue the common interests of the whole 
Korean nation. 


6. To create an atmosphere conducive to durable peace 
on the Korean peninsula we are willing to cooperate with 
North Korea in its efforts to improve relations with 
countries friendly to us, including the United States and 
Japan. In parallel with this, we will continue to seek 
improved relations with the Soviet Union, China, and 
other socialist countries. 


I trust that North Korea will positively respond to the 
measures outlined above. If the North demonstrates a 
positive attitude, I make it clear that even more progres- 
sive measures will be taken. 


I hope that this declaration today will serve to open a 
new chapter in the development of inter-Korean rela- 
tions and that it will lead to unification. | believe that if 
all the 60 million Korean people pool their wisdom and 
strength, the South and North will be integrated into a 
single social, cultural, and economic community before 
this century ends. On that basis, | am confident that we 
will accomplish the great task of reunification into a 
single national entity in the not-so-very distant future. 
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Government Preparing Measures 
SK0707021488 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0209 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Seoul, July 7 (YONHAP)}—The South Korean 
Government is preparing various steps to materialize a 
series of new policies declared Thursday by President No 
Tae-u on developing a new relationship with North 
Korea and reunifying the Korean peninsula. 


President No’s July 7 declaration is regarded as a basic 
direction of reunification and diplomatic policies of the 
Sixth Republic to bring a turning point in the South- 
North Korean relations, a highly placed government 
official said. 


The official said the government plans to take the 
necessary steps for improving relations between the two 
sides including the revision of South Korea’s National 
Security Law and Immigration Control Law and 
arrangements to realize South-North Korean student 
talks and exchanges. 


Related government authorities, including the foreign 
affairs, justice and national unification ministries, will 
soon announce details of the new steps in the wake of 
No’s declaration, said the official, who declined to be 
named 


It is inevitable to revise the National Security Law and 
the Immigration Control Law to ensure that Koreans 
residing overseas can freely visit both parts of Korea, the 
official said. 


The two laws stipulate that North Korean territory is a 
region for anti-state groups, and South Koreans are now 
forbidden to visit there without special permission from 
the government. 


The official said his government is also considering 
whether to decide unilaterally on a halt to anti-North 
Korean broadcasts. 


In a briefing on the president’s special statement, the 
official said Koreans who can visit both parts of Korea, 
as mentioned in the statement, include Korean residents 
in Japan and the United States as well as residents in 
China and the Soviet Union. 


Regarding trade relations between the two Koreas, the 
official said, the president’s remarks that we regard trade 
between North and South Korea as internal trade virtu- 
ally means that we will promote tariff-free trade with the 
North. 


The official also said his government will not oppose the 
establishment of trade offices in Pyongyang by South 
Korea’s allies, noting No’s remarks that he does not 
oppose trade with North Korea by nations which have 
friendly relations with South Korea, provided that such 
trade does not involve military goods. 
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Our willingness to support North Korea’s improved 
relations with the United States and Japan does not 
mean that we will give up our original position on 
South-North cross-recognition by the so-called four pow- 
ers—the United States, Japan, the Soviet Union and 
China, but it is a manifestation of our stance for achiev- 
ing peace on the Korean peninsula, the official added. 


Prime Minister on Trade With North 
S§K0707014988 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
7 Jul 88 p 2 


[Text] Prime Minister Yi Hyon-chae said yesterday that 
Seoul would seek no tariff impositions when it begins 
trade with Pyongyang. 


In testimony at the Assembly, he said, “We will seek 
mutual transfers of capital, goods, and services with 
North Korea without tariffs.” 


As to the no-tariff formula, he reasoned, “The South and 
the North are not different countries, but a community 
of the same race.” 


He reminded legislators, who called for the government's 
initiative in economic initiatives toward Pyongyang. of 
the June 3 proposal for trade of goods and services and 
exchanges of entrepreneurs between the South and the 
North. 


The prime minister said that he hopes to see the 
immediate resumption of economic talks between 
Seoul and Pyongyang, suspended unilaterally by the 
latter on Nov. 20, 1985. 


In a testimony, Finance Minister Sakong II disclosed that 
a bank would be established by early next year to finance 
small and medium industries. 


One more credit guarantee fund will also be put into 
service mainly for small-sized businesses by the same 
time. 


He said that reductions in interest rates are not consid- 
ered at this stage. 


Deputy Prime Minister-Economic Planning Minister Na 
Ung-pae told the Assembly that all local roads would be 
paved by 1991, as pledged by President No Tae-u during 
election campaigns. 


To that end, he said, the sixth five-year social and 
economic development plan will be revised. 


Na said that a total of 2,250,000 houses would be built 
over the five years to come partly with public financing 
to ease the chronic housing shortage. 
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No Explains Package to 3 Kims 
SK0707011988 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
7 July 88 p 1 


[Text] President No Tae-u yesterday explained to the 
leaders of the opposition parties a package of proposals 
to be presented to North Korea designed to effect a 
dramatic breakthrough to the deadlocked inter-Korean 
relations and, eventually, to realize national unification 
prior to its announcement today. 


The party leaders were Kim Tae-chung of the Party for 
Peace and Democracy, Kim Yong sam of the Reunifica- 
tion Democratic Party and Kim Chong-pil of the New 
Democratic Republican Party. Democratic Justice Party 
chairman Yun Kil-chung was also present. 


During the briefing over breakfast at Chongwadae, the 
President said that policies on North Korea will be 
implemented to terminate wasteful confrontations and 
develop inter-Korean relations into a partnership of 
goodwill. 


He also said that efforts will be focused on helping North 
Korea play a role as a responsible member of interna- 
tional society, according to presidential spokesman Yi 
Su-chong. 


No was quoted as stressing, “It is desirable to expedite 
the opening of North Korea for the defusion of tensions 
between South and North Korea and the creation of a 
favorable milieu for national reunification.” 


The party leaders shared the view that No’s initiative 
will be conducive to the improvement of the South- 
North relationship, spokesman Yi told reporters. 


The President and the party leaders renewed their will to 
seek suprapartisan measures in the inter-Korean rela- 
tions, national unification and diplomacy through con- 
sultations. 


After the briefing session, the “three Kims” asked Pres- 
ident No to take lenient measures for political detainees 
to foster national reconciliation. However, they said 
clearly that they don’t insist on the release of people 
involved in acts of violence and Communists, Yi 
revealed. 


No replied that the government will be prudent in 
deciding arrests but those who were convicted by the 
court should face a rigid execution of the law. 


No added, “It is inevitable destructive violence and 
attempts to topple the liberal democratic system will be 
treated sternly in order to maintain law and order.” 


Leaders of the three opposition parties later vowed their 
support of the government’s program on inter-Korean 
exchanges. 
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Kim Yong-sam of the Reunification Democratic Party 
told reporters after the breakfast meeting that he and the 
two other opposition leaders expressed their support for 
the government program. 


The advance presidential briefing for the opposition 
leaders was conducted on condition that the contents of 
the program would not be relayed to reporters. 


“The program contains very significant, and bold sug- 
gestions to North Korea,” RDP president Kim said. 


During the meeting Party for Peace and Democracy 
president Kim Tae-chung called on President No twice 
to release political detainees in as bold a manner as the 
projected proposal to North Korea, according to the 
RDP president. 


President No promised to do his best to release as many 
political detainees as possible, Kim said. 


The opposition leaders reportedly said that they will 
expect the government to take lenient measures before 
Constitution Day which falls on July 17. 


It was the second meeting between President No and 
three opposition leaders since No’s inauguration in Feb- 
ruary. The first conference was held on May 28. 


DJP, Opposition Welcome Proposals 
SK0707052888 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0504 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Seoul, July 7 (YONHAP)}—South Korea’s ruling 
and opposition parties issued statements Thursday wel- 
coming President No Tae-u’s six-point overture to North 
Korea. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP), in its state- 
ment, welcomed the proposal as a historic declaration 
intended for a new and progressive relationship between 
South and North Korea. 


The party called on North Korea to accept No’s proposal 
with a pledge that it will do its utmost to help the 
proposal be materialized. 


The leading opposition Party for Peace and Democracy 
(PPD) also welcomed the president’s overture saying 
that it shows a progressive attitude toward building the 
foundation for unification. 


In a statement, the PPD said, however, that the govern- 
ment should carry out a number of prerequisite steps to 
lay the foundation for reunification, calling on the gov- 
ernment to conclude a peace agreement or a nonaggres- 
sion pact with North Korea and realize national recon- 
ciliation in South Korea by releasing all democratic 
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prisoners, conducting a thorough examination into the 
1980 Kwangju uprising and fully exposing the Fifth 
Republic’s alleged corruption during the rule of then 
President Chon Tu-hwan. 


The No. 2 opposition Reunification Democratic Party 
(RDP) also voiced its endorsement of No’s overture. The 
party said the proposal came in compliance with the 
nation’s desire for unification of the Korean peninsula 
and as a result of national efforts to achieve democrati- 
zation of the country. 


The RDP said every effort the Korean people now pay 
will be appreciated as striving for achievement of reuni- 
fication, adding that the two Koreas, in the future, 
should stand hand in hand to realize unification. 


Parties Call for Release of Political Prisoners 
SK0707002588 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0014 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Seoul, July 7(YONHAP)—The three major oppo- 
sition parties introduced a resolution at the National 
Assembly Wednesday calling for the release of political 
prisoners and the restoration of their civil rights. 


Demanding amnesty for the estimated 600 political 
detainees, the parties charged that the government's 
parole of 46 political detainees last month was a betrayal 
of the people’s wishes. 


The National Assembly urges that the president and the 
government immediately release all the prisoners of 
conscience detained because of their struggle for democ- 
racy for the sake of national reconciliation, the resolu- 
tion said. 


The resolution was signed by 166 lawmakers of the Party 
for Peace and Democracy, the Reunification Democratic 
Party and the New Democratic Republican Party. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party initially expressed 
an intention of joining the opposition in introducing the 
resolution but did not participate, due to its differing 
views On some wording in the resolution. 


Floor leaders of the three opposition parties agreed to 
pass the resolution at the National Assembly on Thurs- 
day. The opposition parties have a combined majority in 
the unicameral parliament. 


Conflicting Accounts Given on Kwangju Clashes 
SK0707141388 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
7 Jul 88 p 2 


[Text] Speakers from the main opposition Party for 
Peace and Democracy, the ruling Democratic Justice 
Party and the administration gave conflicting accounts 
of the bloody clashes between demonstrators and martial 
law forces in Kwangju in 1980 at the National Assembly 
Tuesday afternoon. 
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Rep. Chong Ung of the PPD claimed that the then 
commanding general of the Army Airborne Special 
Forces ordered troops to fire at unarmed protestors 
starting the Kwangju tragedy. 


DJP’s Rep. Kim Chung-kil retorted that Rep. Chong, 
who was the commanding general of a reserve Army 
infantry division in charge of the Kwangju area, in fact 
asked for authorization to fire on the demonstrators. 


Defense Minister O Cha-pok, on the other hand, testified 
that the initial shooting was an act of self-defense by 
individual soldiers who were about to be overwhelmed 
by the protesting crowd in Kwangju. 


The following are excerpts of the different assertions on 
the Kwangju bloodshed exchanged in the House plenary 
session: 


Rep. Chong Ung: A conference of key military com- 
manders held at the Defense Ministry on May 16, 1980, 
made a resolution to expand the state of martial law to 
the entire country and to establish a special military- 
civilian committee for “national security.”’ | wonder who 
proposed this undoubtedly illegal action by military 
officers, which was aimed to apply pressure on president 
Choe Kyu-ha and the Cabinet. 


Chong Ho-yong, then commander of the Army airborne 
special forces, requested the dispatch of eight airborne 
battalions to Kwangju on May 19, in reinforcement of 
the 20th Infantry Division troops in the city on May 21, 
and was given authorization for the mobilization of 
other troops for the suppression of the Kwangju uprising. 


On the 26th of May, he personally gave instructions for 
the attack on Kwangju to the 20th division commander 
and the commanding officers of the three airborne 
brigades, excluding me from the operational conference. 


Chong Ho-yong (now a DJP Assemblyman) thus directly 
and effectively exercised command over all Army units 
involved in the quelling of the Kwangju uprising 
although he was not officially in the command chain. 


On May 22, when the prime minister came to the 
suburban command post to observe the siege of 
Kwangju, he said that “Kwangju should be punished- 
... The whole city should be wiped out.” 


Earlier on May 18, operations continued without much 
difficulty until late afternoon. But the following morning 
the martial law forces were reinforced by |,500 men 
without my consent. On the 19th, it was reported to me 
that there were many casualties because of violent crowd 
control operations. 


At 6 p.m., I was told that another 2,500 airborne troops 
were deployed in Kwangju. 
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At Il p.m., I called a meeting of commanding officers 
and ordered them not to use weapons in the control of 
demonstrators. | was prepared to be court-martialed for 
the order I made. 


The following day, Lt. Gen. Yun Hung-chong, the area 
martial law commander, and Lt. Gen. Chong Ho-yong, 
the speciai forces commander, deprived me of my com- 
mancing authority and they directly controlled the oper- 
ation. 


1 believe that the order to shoot at demonstrators was 
issued by Gen. Chong and Gen. Yun. 


Rep. Kim Chung-kil: There are questions as to whether 
the military commanders made a resolution on May 16, 
1980, as Rep. Chong Ung has claimed. The claims of 
Gen. Chong Ho-yong’s remarks on wiping out the whole 
city of Kwangju should also be verified. 


I wonder who was responsible for the protection of 
weapons and ammunition in Kwangju and other parts of 
Chollanam-do. The military commander who was 
responsible for the protection of the weapons and who 
failed to fulfill the responsibility deserves punishment by 
court-martial. 


It was said that during the Kwangju turmoil, the com- 
manding general of the military unit in charge of 
Kwangju (Maj. Gen. Chong Ung) asked for authoriza- 
tion for the use of live fire five times in the control of 
demonstrators and eventually issued the firing order to 
subordinate units. This should be verified. 


Defense Minister O Cha-pok: The military commanders 
conference was held on May 17 not May 16. The 
participants reached an agreement on the need to expand 
the state of martial law to the entire country but the 
establishment of a special committee on national secu- 
rity was never discussed there. Gen. Chong Ho-yong did 
not preside over the meeting as Rep. Chong asserted. 


The demonstration control operation from May 18 to 
May 28 was conducted in two stages: The first stage from 
May 18 to 21 was under the command of Maj. Gen. 
Chong Ung, the commanding general of the area reserve 
division; the second stage until the 28th was under the 
control of Lt. Gen. So Chun-yol, commanding general of 
the Combat Army Command and concurrently the area 
martial law commander. 


Gen. Chong Ho-yong was not on the command channel. 
It is absolutely not true that Gen. Chong Ho-yong gave 
operational instructions to the comm. a.iders of the 20th 
Infantry Division and the three airborne brigades of the 
Special Forces Command at Kwangju Airport on May 
26. The operational orders were delivered by Gen. So 
Chun-yol at the CAC operation room. 
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The martial law forces were told to exercise their self- 
defense right at noon, May 22. According to military 
operations records, the martial law forces fired warning 
shots at the demonstrators at about 1:30 p.m. May 21 
prior to the martial law commander's order to exercise 
the self-defense right. About 1,200 martial law troops 
who were guarding the provincial administration office 
building were surrounded by over 100,000 demonstra- 
tors at that time. 


Newspapers View U.S. Downing of Iranian Plane 


KOREA HERALD Editorial 
SK0707085688 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
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[Editorial: “Downing of Iranian Airliner’’} 


[Text] The tragic destruction of an Iranian airliner with 
290 passengers aboard by a missile fired from a highly 
sophisticated U.S. cruiser in operation in the Gulf on 
Sunday underscores the urgent need to find peaceful 
solution before more lives are lost. 


Washington claims that it was a “proper defensive 
action” that occurred in the confusion of a naval skir- 
mish between the United States and Iran, although it 
admits having mistaken the civilian aircraft for an 
Iranian F-14. Whatever the case, we cannot but to 
express our profound regret over the immense loss of 
life. President Ronald Reagan explicitly described the 
incident as a “terrible human tragedy.” 


Five years ago we underwent a bitter experience when a 
Korean Air [KAL] airliner was shot down by a Soviet 
fighter over Sakhalin. The United States is stressing 
“fundamental differences” between its downing of the 
Iranian plane and the Soviet destruction of the KAL 
plane. It is time that a more solid international cooper- 
ative arrangement were established to insure safety for 
all civilian, non-combatant aircraft. 


We are especially concerned with total safety for civilian 
aircraft, because in about two months there will be 
hundreds of civilian planes making their way to Korea 
with thousands of athletes, officials and tourists aboard 
to take part in the Seoul Olympics. There appear to have 
been no Koreans aboard the ill-fated Iran Air airbus. 
Yet, it is good for our government to quickly and 
efficiently devise various measures in the aftermath of 
the incident since there are thousands of Korean workers 
scattered all over the Gulf region. 


Following the Gulf incident, Tehran has clearly stated 
that it will avenge the 290 deaths, vowing an all-out 
attack on the United States and its installations around 
the world. Nonetheless, there is little likelihood that the 
United States, which currently has more than 30 naval 
vessels in or near the Gulf, would withdraw from the 
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area despite its embarrassment over the incident. It 
seems a firm consensus in the United States that Wash- 
ington has strategic interests in the Gulf. 


With the risks of an open confrontation thus escalating, 
we Cannot overemphasize the urgent need to bring the 
Gulf war between Iran and Iraq to a negotiated and 
lasting settlement. We urge all nations to join efforts to 
avoid a repetition of Sunday’s tragic mishap, whatever 
its truth, and to assure a ruling that can bring peace and 
Stability in that region of the world. The sooner this end 
is achieved, the better. All told, Sunday's tragic episode 
must be made the last of such to happen in human 
society. 


KOREA TIMES Editorial 
SK0707085088 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Editorial: “Danger in the Gulf”] 


[Text] The hostile relationship between the United 
States and Iran has worsened with the untoward shoot- 
ing down by an American warship of an Iranian airliner 
Sunday over the Strait of Hormvu=. .’resident Reagan 
immediately acknowledged the incident in which all 290 
passengers and crew on board were killed. Offering his 
apology, the U.S. president called the incident “a terrible 
human tragedy.” 


Iran lost no time in accusing the United States of 
perpetrating “‘a barbaric massacre”’ in shooting down the 
ill-fated airliner, dismissing the American statement that 
the attack was a case of mistaken identity. The Iranian 
government pledged to avenge what it termed a capital 
crime, declaring that “we will not leave the crime 
unanswered.” Thus, tension over the Gulf has mounted 
with the probability of new clashes between the two 
countries erupting. 


The American government, despite its apology, has 
maintained that bombing attack was a “proper defense 
action” with an explanation that the Iranian airliner was 
heading for an area of combat operations and the U:S. 
commanding officer was engaged in a surface action then 
and had a minimum amount of time. 


As far as our nation is concerned, a Foreign Ministry 
official disclosed that no Koreans appear to have been 
aboard the Iranian plane. But the tragedy evoked mem- 
ories of a similar incident in which Soviet missiles shot 
down Korean airliner 007 on Sept. |, 1983, off the Soviet 
island of Sakhalin and all 269 people aboard the com- 
mercial plane perished. 


It was also recalled that thousands of grief-stricken 
people staged mass rallies across the country to condemn 
the Soviet atrocity. The United States, some of whose 
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citizens were also illed, demanded compensation for the 
victims but the Soviet Union refused, claiming that the 
Korean airliner was On a spy mission. 


Now the United States has ironically been put into the 
Soviets’ position. A Soviet statement asserted that the 
tragedy was not at all accidental and was a consequence 
of the unprecedented escalation of the American pres- 
ence which has continued to create an explosive situa- 
tion there. For the present, the Soviet is seemingly in an 
upperhand position over the United States in the quest 
for peace as the Kremiin has taken a series of peace 
offensives including the gradual withdrawal of its troops 
from Afghanistan. 


There may be some fundamenta! differences, as Wash- 
ington posited, between Americas downing of the Ira- 
nian passenger aircraft and the Soviet explosion of the 
Korean airliner about five years ago, when it claimed 
that there was no combat in progress over the North 
Pacific. Nonetheless, the United States cannot escape 
worldwide censure over the undeniable fact that it 
attacked a passenger plane and killed nearly 300 people. 


Outs'.nding differences between the statements of the 
two parties directly concerned are the discrepancy 
between the U.S. assertion that the suspect aircraft had 
been flying outside the prescribed commercial air corri- 
dor and the Tehran radio broadcast saying the plane was 
precisely in the international corridor. The conflicting 
statements will have to be probed sooner or later. 


A question, in this connection, is how the navy of the 
U.S.—a superpower with the most ultra-modern tech- 
nology—could have been led to launch the fatal attack 
on a commercial aircraft. According to the reports, the 
American ship, which downed the aircraft, is one of the 
navy’s advanced warships with a state-of-the alert, com- 
puterized radar system. In this respect the U.S. will find 
it difficult to make excuses. 


The unhappy incident, anyhow, has strengthened ‘he 
position of Iran's hardliners headed by ‘Ali Akbar Kaf- 
sanjani, apparent successor to Khomeini, and given 
them an impetus to their anti-American maneuvers and 
propaganda. On the contrary, President Reagan and his 
government have been put on the horns of a dilemma, 
even dimming the chances of the presidential election of 
Vice President Bush. 


Our concern is not limited to their bilateral relations. 
What we worry about most is the possible adverse 
impact of the incident on the Gulf and world situation as 
a whole. Already ominous developments have been 
forecast elsewhere in the world in connection with Iran's 
all-out revenge moves. In order to aver the worst, 
restraint is needed on the part of Iran and due remedial 
steps need to be taken by the United States. Concerted 
international cooperation is a sine qua non to bringing 
the eight-year-long conflict to an end and achieve a 
lasting peace in the region. 
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Rangoon Reports More Insurgents Surrender 
BK0707085188 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Members of various insurgent organizations who 
have come to realize their wrongdoing have been surren- 
dering with assorted weapons and ammunition at vari- 
ous Army camps. The following surrenders took place 
between 18 and 26 June 1988: 


Eastern Military Command: Private Pyinnya from the 
404th Battalion of the SURA [Shan United Revolution- 
ary Army] surrendered with an M-16 automatic rifle at 
(Wan Yin) Garrison while Aik Aung, a deputy unit 
commander from the BCP’s [Burma Communist Party] 
13th Battalion, and Pvt Aik Swe surrendered with a 
carbine and an M-22 automatic rifle at (Ngar) Camp. Aik 
Seik, a unit commander from the 503d Battalion surren- 
dered with an M-22 automatic rifle at Mong Yang 
Garrison. 


Pvt Takhun alias Bo Lu Thu of the White Pa-o insurgent 
Organization surrendered at (Kyalu) Garrison while Pvt 
Vaung War surrendered at Pinlaung camp. Northern 
Military Command: Pvt Kyaukar Lunzaw from the KIA 
{Kachin Independence Army] Ist Brigade surrendered at 
(Pyenzut) Camp while Pvts Nawng Khaung and Damya 
Tha from the 3d Battalion surrendered at Waingmaw 
Garrison. Pvt Than Pe alias Bran Seng from the 3d 
Battalion and [name indistinct] from the 254th Battalion 
surrendered at Samar Garrison while Pvt (Kyet Hto) 
from the 25ist Battalion surrendered from Myothit 
Garrison. Pvt (Di Di Ram) from the 253d Battalion 
surrendered with an M-21 automatic rifle at Nahpaw 
Garrison. 


Northwest Military Command: Pvts Ma Win Kyi and 
Ma Aye Aye from the Kachin insurgent organization's 
Sth Battalion surrendered at Pyigon Garrison. 


Northeast Military Command: Pvt [name indistinct] 
from the Panghsai special region unit surrendered at 
(Okkasaing) Camp. Pvt Tu Tu from the KIA insurgent 
Organization’s 252d Battalion surrendered at Namhkam 
Garrison. Pvt Sai Tun Shwe from the SSA [Shan State 
Army] Ist Brigade surrendered at Namhkam Garrison. 


Southeast Military Command: Pvt (Tahe) from the 3d 
security unit of the KNU [Karen National Union] 7th 
Brigade surrendered at (Tawar) Garrison. 


EEC Delegation Departs After Talks 
BK0607162888 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] The EEC delegation led by Mr Claude Cheysson 
held talks with a Burmese team led by Thura U Tun Tin, 
acting prime minister and minister of planning and 
finance at 0930 today at the conference hall of the 
Ministry of Planning and Finance. 
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Present at the meeting with the acting prime minister 
were U Khin Maung Gyi, minister of trade, U Maung 
Maung Win, minister of livestock breeding and fisheries; 
U Than Nyunt, minister of agriculture and forests; and 
U Kyaw Myint, deputy minister of planning and finance. 


The EEC delegation led by Mr Claude Cheysson left 
Rangoon by air at 1545. The delegation was seen off at 
the airport by U Ye Gaung, foreign minister, U Kyaw 
Myint, deputy minister of planning and finance, U Saw 
Hlaing, deputy minister of foreign affairs; responsible 
officials, Dr Walther von Bieberstein, FRG ambassador 
to Burma; Mr Georges Sidre, French ambassador, Mr 
Pierfranco Signorini, Italian ambassador; and Mr D.G. 
Alexander, charge d'affaires ad interim of the British 
Embassy. 


Mr Claude Cheysson and his EEC delegation visited the 
Shwedagon Pagoda at 0800 today and donated 2000 kyat 
to the pagoda. 


Delegation Members Leave for Bulgarian Visit 
BK070707. 788 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
0630 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Delegation members who are to accompany the 
prime minister, U Maung Maung Kha, on his goodwill 
visit to the Socialist Republic of Bulgaria at the invita- 
tion of Mr Georgi Atanasov, chairman of the Council of 


"Ministers of Bulgaria, left Rangoon by air at 0745 this 


morning. 


The delegation consists of U Ye Gaung, minister of 
foreign affairs, U Aung Kyaw Myint, minister for infor- 
mation and culture; U Thein Myint, deputy minister of 
industry-!; Dr Chit, deputy minister for cooperatives; 
Colonel Than U, military judge advocate general of the 
Ministry of Defense; and U Ohn Gyaw, director general 
of the Political Affairs Department of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 


They were seen off at Rangoon airport by Thura U Tun 
Tin, acting prime minister and minister for planning and 
finance: Thura U Kyaw Htin, deputy prime minister and 
minister of defense; U Sein Tun, minister for energy: U 
Tint Swe, minister for industry-1; U Maung Cho, min- 
ister for industry-2; U Ohn Kyaw, minister for social 
welfare and labor; deputy ministers; departmental per- 
sonnel; Mr Thongchan Chotikasathian, dean of the dip- 
lomatic corps and Thai ambassador to Burma; and Mr 
Walther Frelherr von Bieberstein, FRG ambassador to 
Burma. 


Cambodia 


Sihanouk Says SRV Aims To Partition Cambodia 
BK0607172288 Hong Kong AFP in English 1706 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Bangkok, July 6 (AFP)}—Vietnamese troops are 
only withdrawing to the eastern part of Cambodia, with 
a view to a de facto partition of the country, Cambodian 
resistance leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk has said. 
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He has also accused Khmer Rouge troops, his allies in 
the tripartite resistance coalition, of attacking his own 
forces inside Cambodia. 


In a statement made available to AFP Wednesday, the 
prince said Vietnamese troops pulled back from prov- 
inces on or near the Thai border had been sent to 
strengthen positions in Cambodian provinces east of the 
Mekong. 


He described this as a Vietnamese move “toward a de 
facto partition of my unfortunate and terribly unlucky 
country.” 


Prince Sihanouk said the Khmer Rouge were already 
beginning to install their “tyrannical power” in prov- 
inces evacuated by the Vietnamese, and were attacking 
units of the Sihanoukist National Army (ANS). 


He said Khmer Rouge units had threatened the ANS 
with “total liquidation” and he himself with death. 


Prince “ihanouk, who took a one-year leave of absence 
as head of the resistance coalition in May 1987 after 
alleged Khmer Rouge attacks on his troops, said he 
would seek “definitive” exile in France if the partition 
became fact. 


The Khmer Rouge are held responsible for killing hun- 
dreds of thousands of Cambodians when ruling from 
April 1975 until driven out by Vietnamese troops in 
January 1979. 


Communique on Central Committee 7th Plenum 
BK0607162988 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[““Communique on the Seventh Plenum of the Fifth 
KPRP Central Committee”’] 


[Text] In an atmosphere of joy and pride over the fact 
that the Cambodian revolution is advancing into a new 
historic stage, our beloved motherland has been marked 
with many major political events. 


The Seventh Plenum of the Fifth KPRP Central Com- 
mittee, held from 3 to 6 July under the chairmanship of 
Comrade General Secretary Heng Samrin, proceeded 
actively with a high sense of responsibility for the destiny 
and future of the motherland and achieved splendid 
success. 


The plenum examined and highly valued the new 
advances made by our entire party, people, and Armed 
Forces in implementing the resolutions of the fifth and 
sixth party Central Committee sessions during the first 6 
months of 1988, particularly in carrying out the three key 
tasks that have significantly contributed to creating a 
firmer strategic advantage for our revolution along the 
border and in the interior of the country. The enemy's 
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advantages and strength have declined greatly. Particu- 
larly, world public opinion has increasingly condemned 
the genocidal Pol Pot clique and more vigorously 
opposed the return of its regime to Cambodia. 


The plenum discussed the key points that should be 
further surmounted and, on this basis, put forth a 
number of important work targets to be jointly imple- 
mented in the second half of 1988 with an aim to build 
and strengthen genuine revolutionary forces in all 
aspects, thus enabling them to take charge of the revolu- 
tionary tasks in this new historic stage by themselves. 


The plenum examined, debated, and unanimously 
approved the establishment of a joint state-private econ- 
omy; it decided to convene a conference of cadres 
throughout the country in the future to examine and 
improve a number of important issues, to enable the 
revolution to advance appropriately with the concrete 
situation in the country. 


The plenum also adjusted the system of the Political 
Bureau and Secretariat of the party Central Committee 
by electing, in a democratic manner, Comrade Sar 
Kheng, member of the party Central Committee Secre- 
tariat, and Comrade Say Chhum, member of the party 
Central Committee, to additional positions as alternate 
members of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau; Comrades Say Phuthang and Say Chhum were 
elected to additional positions as members of the party 
Central Committee Secretariat. 


In this new historic turning point of the revolution, in 
which the Cambodian forces themselves must continue 
to independently advance rapidly to resume all the 
revolutionary tasks and to welcome the success of the 
party Central Committee’s plenum, we appeal to the 
entire party and all armed forces and people to make 
greater efforts than ever before; enhance unity—like one 
man—on the party’s leadership and activities; heighten 
the spirit of mastery and self-reliance to the maximum; 
strive to overcome all difficulties, tests, and trials in the 
new test: and arduously shoulder the noble revolutionary 
tasks in order to successfully realize the three revolution- 
ary goals put forth by the fifth party congress. 


At the same time, it is imperative to strengthen and 
expand the strategic bond of Cambodia-Vietnam-Laos 
solidarity and solidarity with countries in the socialist 
community, with the Soviet Union as the bulwark, for 
the cause of the revolution a each country and for peace 
and stability in the region and the world. 


In this immediate period, it is imperative to further 
stimulate the emulation movement and successfully ful- 
fill all the important tasks in the second half of 1988, 
particularly the building and strengthening of localities, 
villages, and communes; the building of the Armed 
Forces; and the education on political ideology in this 


FBIS-EAS-88-130 
7 July 1988 


new situation. Simultaneously, it is imperative to vigor- 
ously stimulate agricultural production work to create 
appropriate feats to welcome the | 0th founding anniver- 
sary of our glorious PRK. 


Biography of Say Chhum 
BK0707023988 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Brief biography of Say Chhum elected as an alternate 
member of the Political Bureau during the Seventh 
Plenum of the Fifth KPRP Centra! Committee] 


[Text] Comrade Say Chhum was born on 5 February, 
1945 to a poor peasant family in Kaoh Sotin village, 
Kaoh Sotin commune, Kaoh Sotin District, Kompong 
Cham Province. 


At the end of 1970, he graduated from the Phnom Penh 
Teachers Training School. 


Following the coup d'etat on 18 March 1970, he joined 
the revolutionary movement for the liberation of the 
Cambodian nation and people from the reactionary Lon 
Noi regime and the U.S. imperialists. 


In serving the revolution, the comrade fulfilled a number 
of duties as follows: 


From February through October 1976, he served as chief 
of the northeastern regional office. From October 1976 
through May 1978, he was forced by the Pol Pot clique to 
do hard labor on an agricultural site in Kompong Cham 
Province. 


Beginning in May 1|978, he rose up against the genocidal 
Pol Pot regime fighting to topple the genocidal Pol 
Pot-leng Sary regime until the historic victory on 7 
January 1979. 


From 7 January, 1979 Liberation Day to 1983, he 
worked as chief of the Organization Department under 
the Central Organization Commission. 


At the end of 1983, he was appointed secretary of the 
Kompong Speu provisional party committee. 


During the first conference of cadres throughout the 
country in November 1984, he was elected alternate 
member of the KPRP Central Committee. 


During the fifth party congress in October 1985, he was 
elected member of the KPRP Central Committee. 


In 1986, he was appointed minister of agriculture. 


From October 1987 to date, he is a vice chairman of the 
Council of Ministers and minister of agriculture. 
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During the seventh plenum of the fifth party Central 
Committee, 3-6 July 1988, he was elected alternate 
member of the Political Bureau and member of the 
Secretariat of the KPRP Central Committee. 


Biography of Sar Kheng 
BK0707024788 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[“Short™ biography of Sar Kheng elected as alternate 
member of the Political Bureau during the Seventh 
Plenum of the Fifth KPRP Central Committee™] 


[Text] Comrade Sar Kheng was born on 15 January 195! 
to a farmer’s family in Andong S‘at village, Krabau 
Commune, Kamchay Mea District, Prey Veng Province. 
After 18 March 1970, he joined the revolutionary move- 
ment for the liberation of the Cambodian nation and 
people to drive out the U.S. imperialists and topple the 
reactionary Lon Nol regime. 


In serving the revolution, the comrade fulfilled a number 
of duties as follows: 


From 1970-72 he was secretary of Krabau commune 
committee, Kamchay Mea District, Prey Veng Province. 
and vice chairman of the patriotic youth group of 
Kamchay Mea District, Prey Veng Province. 


From 1973-75 he was as cadre of “Ponloe Bopea”™ 
printing house unit, Eastern Region 203. 


In 1976 he served as personal secretary of the comrade 
secretary of the northeastern region. 


In October 1976 he returned to become cadre of **Ponloe 
Bopea”™ printing house unit. 


On 25 May 1978 he revolted against the reactionary Pol 
Pot organization by launching activities in Kompong 
Cham and Prey Veng Provinces as commander of a 
company un :. 


From November 1978 until the historic victory of 7 
January 1979, he was in the Kampuchean United Front 
for National Salvation, currently called the KUFNCD, 
to stimulate the movement to fight and topple the 
genocidal Pol Pot-leng Sary regime. 


From liberation day in 1979-82, he served as the per- 
sonal secretary of the comrade first secretary of the party 
Central Committee. 


In 1982, he was appointed deputy chief of cabinet of the 
party Central Committee. 


In February 1983, he was appointed deputy chief of 
cabinet of the party Central Committee [title as heard]. 


In December 1983, he was appointed acting chief of 
cabinet of the party Central Committee. 
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During the first conference of cadres throughout the 
country held in November | 984, he was elected alternate 
member of the KPRP Central Committee. 


From April 1985 to date, he has been the chef de cabinet 
of the party Central Committee. 


During the fifth party congress in October 1985, he was 
elected member of the KPRP Central Committee. 


During the sixth plenum of the fifth party Central 
Committee in January 1988, he was elected member of 
the KPRP Central Committee Secretariat. 


During ihe seventh plenum of the fifth party Central 
Committee held 3-6 July 1988, he was elected alternate 
member of the KPRP Central Committee Political 
Bureau. 


National Assembly 15th Session Opens 
BK0707054488 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] A sole:nn ceremony was held at 0800 this morning 
at the office of the National Assembly to open the | Sth 
session of the PRK National Assembly, First Legislature. 


Present in the presidium of this solemn ceremony were 
Comrade Heng Samrin, general secretary of the party 
Central Committee, chairman of the Council of State, 
and Nationai Assembly member for Phnom Penh con- 
Stituency; Comrade Chea Sim, member of the party 
Central Committee Political Bureau, chairman of the 
National Assembly and of the KUFNCD, and National 
Assembly member for Prey Veng constituency; Comrade 
Hun Sen, member of the party Central Committee, 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, minister of foreign 
affairs, and National Assembly member for Kompong 
Cham constituency; Comrade Say Phuthang, member of 
the party Central Committee Political Bureau, chairman 
of the party Central Committee’s Control Commission, 
vice chairman of the Council of State, and National 
Assembly member for Phnom Penh constituency: Com- 
rade Bou Thang, member of the party Central Commit- 
tee Political Bureau, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, chairman of the KPRAF General Political 
Department, and National Assembly member for Preah 
Vihear constituency; Comrade Chea Soth, member of 
the party Central Committee Political Bureau, vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, and National 
Assembly member for Kandal constituency; Comrade 
Mat Ly, member of the party Central Committee Polit- 
ical Bureau, vice chairman of the National Assembly, 
chairman of the Kampuchean Federation of Trade 
Unions, and National Assembly member for Kompong 
Cham constituency; Superior Bonze Tep Vong, vice 
chairman of the National Assembiy and of the the 
KUFNCD and National Assembly member for Siem 
Reap-Oddar Meanchey constituency; Comrade Nu 
Beng. vice chairman of the National Assembly and 
National Assembly member for Ratanakiri constituency: 
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Comrade Chan Yoeun, deputy secretary of Mondolkiri 
Province Provisional Party Committee, chairman of the 
Mondolkiri Provincial People’s Revolutionary Commit- 
tee, and National Assembly member for Mondolkiri 
constituercy; and Comrade Mrs Sok Samnang. vice 
chairma™ of the Kompong Speu Provincial Women’s 
Association and National Assembly member for Kom- 
pong Speu constituency. 


Also present were leaders of party, state, and mass 
Organization committees and representatives of the 
Phnom Penh City Buddhist clergy. and National Assem- 
bly member members from 2! provinces and cities 
throughout the country. Members of the diplomatic 
corps of friendly countries accredited to Cambodia also 
attended. 


After the national anthem was played and a few seconds 
of silence observed in memory of the anceste7s and 
combatants who sacrificed their lives in the cause of the 
revolution and of the people's happiness, Comrade Chea 
Sim made a speech opening the session, stressing that the 
1 5th session of the first National Assembly of the PRK 1s 
taking place in an atmosphere in which the whole party, 
armed forces, and people of Cambodia are intensifying 
emulation in creating feats and actively implementing 
revolutionary tasks on their respective fronts to celebrate 
the 10th anniversary of the glorious national day of 7 
January, and at a time when the Cambodian revolution 
is entering the new stage of attacking while negotiating 
and when the revolutionary forces are developing and 
maturing all over the country, enhancing the position of 
strength, victory, and mastery in the cause of defending 
our beloved motherland. 


On behalf of the PRK National Assembly, Comrade 
Chea Sim also welcomed ‘i! initiatives of all parties in 
promoting an appropriate and equitable solution to the 
Cambodian problem for peace, friendship, and cooper- 
ation in the region. 


At the same time, Comrade Chea Sim also supported 
and highly appreciated the outcome of the summit 
meeting in Moscow last June between Comrade mikhail 
Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee, and Mr Ronald Reagan, President of the United 
States, which constitutes another among the great suc- 
cesses of the genuine peace policy of the Soviet Union 
aimed at building a nuclear-weapon-free, peaceful, sta- 
ble, and cooperative world. 


Chea Sim Gives Opening Speech 
BKO707132488 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
1208 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK July 7—The National Assem- 
bly [NA] of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea First 
Legislature, opened its | Sth session here this morning in 
the presence of Heng Samrin, general secretary of the 
Central Committee of the People’s Revolutionary Party 
of Kampuchea and president of the PRK State Council. 
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Also present on the presidium were Chea Sim, Politburo 
member of the PRPK Central Committee and chairman 
of the National Assembly and the National Council of 
the United Front for Construction and Defence of the 
Kampuchean Fatherland: Hun Sen, Politburo member 
of the PRPK Central Committee and chairman of the 
Council of Ministers; and other senior party and state 
officials. 


Members of the diplomatic corps in Kampuchea were 
also present. 


In his opening speech, Chairman Chea Sim suid the PRK 
National Assembly was meeting at a time when the trend 
of dialogue was prevailing over in Southeast Asia and the 
world as a whole and the revolutionary struggle in 
Kampuchea under the correct leadership of the People’s 
Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea Central Committee 
iS Surging ahead along with the pullout of some 50,000 
Vietnamese Army voiunteers from Kampuchea. 


Chairman Chea Sim said: 


“The PRK National Assembly welcomes all initiatives 
aimed at finding an equitable political solution to the 
Kampuchean issue in the interests of peace, friendship 
and cooperation in the region. It approves of all activi- 
ties and efforts aimed at resuming the Hun Sen-Siha- 
nouk meetings and opening talks among Khmer factions. 


“The PRK National Assembly strongly condemns all 
sinister schemes of dissolving the government of the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea. It highly values results 
of the fourth Soviet-American summit and acclaims the 
Soviet Union’s peace policy and its endeavours to build 
a world free from nuclear weapons.” 


Also on this morning, the National Assembly heard 
reports presented by N.A. deputies from different con: 
Stituencies On socioeconomic situation and the imple- 
mentation of the state plan. 


Report on 7 July Meeting 
BK0707141888 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] In the afternoon of 7 July, the 15th Session of the 
First National Assembly of the PRK busily proceeded as 
scheduled. 


As from 1400, the National Assembly members heard a 
report on the situation of the financial and budgetary 
affairs during the first half and a plan to correct the 
balance between the income and expenditure of the state 
budget for 1988 read by Comrade Chhay Than, alternate 
member of the party Central Committee and minister of 
finance; a report on the work activities of the People’s 
Supreme Court read by Comrade Khang Sarin, chairman 
of the People’s Supreme Court; a report summing up the 
work of the Attorney General's Office attached to the 
People’s Supreme Court read by Comrade Cham Min, 
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attorney general attached to the People’s Supreme Court; 
a report on the situation of the world and region and the 
struggle of the diplomatic front of the party and state 
during the first half of 1988 read by Comrade Dit Munti, 
first deputy foreign minister; and a report on the work of 
the Central Proselytization Commission during the Ist 
half of 1988 read by Comrade Un Dara, permanent vice 
chairman of the Central Proselytization Commission. 


The session recessed at | 700 and will resume its work on 
the morning of 8 July. 


Commentary Rejects China’s Peace Proposal 
BK0707015988 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
1114 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[“China’s Four-Point Proposal Cannot Be Accepted”— 
SPK headline] 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK July 6—The four-point pro- 
posal made public recently by the Chinese Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs clearly shows that the Chinese ruling 
circles are still seeking to block the road leading to a 
peaceful solution to the Kampuchea issue. 


It is clear in its proposal that China wants to divert the 
public opinion from the real situation in Kampuchea 
while defaming the People’s Republic of Kampuchea 
which is effectively controlling the whole territory of 
Kampuchea. Beijing is seeking by all means to doll up 
the genocidal Pol Pot clique which, to the world public, 
remains the biggest obstacle to the search for a policitical 
solution to the Kampuchean conflict. 


It is ridiculous that China demands for a program for the 
withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers from Kam- 
puchea while annual partial withdrawals have been car- 
ried out since 1982 and total pull-out will be effected in 
1990. This will be done even earlier if a political solution 
is achieved. Particularly, from June to the end of the 
year, 50,000 Vietnamese troops are scheduled to repa- 
triate from Kampuchea and recently on June 30 only one 
day before China put forth its four-point proposal, the 
command of the Vietnamese volunteer army and its 
auxiliary units left Kampuchea for home in the presence 
of some 100 foreign pressmen as eye-witnesses. 


Another absurdity in China's proposal is its demand for 
the formation of a provisional quadripartite government 
led by Prince Sihanouk. This can never be accepted, as 
the establishment of such a provisional government 
means the elimination of the Government the People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea and the return of the genocidal 
Pol Pot clique to power, and these two things will 
undoubtedly run counter to the sacred desire of the 
Kampuchean people and the world people as a whole 
except for the supporters of genocide. 
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China’s four-point propoal, far from contributing to 
bringing about peace and happiness to the Kampuchean 
people, victims of Pol Pot’s genocidal policy, is aimed 
only at pushing Kampuchea into a next tragedy. 


In fact, the Chinese rulers have given heed to neither the 
presence of the Vietnamese Army volunteers in Kampu- 
chea nor the world people’s concern over the possible 
reremergence of the Pol Pot clique in Kampuchea. How- 
ever, One thing to which they have paid much attention 
is how to capitalize on the Kampuchean conflict for their 
selfish interests in the region. 


Should China really want the Kampuchean people to live 
in peace and neutrality, they would adopt a new attitude 
toward the reality in Kampuchea. In other words, 
(?Beijing) should cease its aid to the Pol Potists and allow 
the Kampuchean people to decide their internal affairs 
by themselves without outside interference. 


Arrival of Fresh Vietnames Troops Reported 
BK0707080088 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] The Vietnamese enemy has sent fresh troops into 
Kompong Cham and Siem Reap Provinces as follows: 


1. On 27 June 1988, the Vietnamese enemy sent 60 
truckloads of fresh troops from Vietnam across the river 
from the east via Kompong Cham Town to Traeung. It 
then sent 45 truckloads of troops along Route 21, 3 
truckloads to Prey Totoeng, and 109 men to Toek Cha. 
The remaining troops were sent westward along Route 7. 


2. On 29 June, the Vietnamese enemy sent 40 truckloads 
of fresh troops from Vietnam to Siem Reap Town. 


While staging a farce of withdrawing 50,000 Vietnamese 
.roops irom Phnom Penh along Route | for the eyes of 
international journalists and observers, the Vietnamese 
enemy has secretly sent more fresh troops from Vietnam 
to Cambodia by Route 7 across Tonle Bet River via 
Kompong Cham to be stationed in Kompong Cham, 
Kompong Thom, and Siem Reap Provinces. 


This is the true tricky, cunning nature of the Hanoi 
Vietnamese aggressors. Similar to previous ones, this 
deceitful play about a troop withdrawal is aimed at 
fooling world public opinion, thus reducing the pressure 
by the international community, which is persistently 
demanding that the Hanoi authorities immediately and 
unconditionally withdraw all of their aggressor troops 
from Cambodia in accordance with UN resolutions. 


At the same time, they did this in an attempt to fool 
world public opinion into believing that Vietnam really 
wants to settle the Cambodian problem politically and is 
willing to partially withdraw its aggressor troops from 
Cambodia. In fact, while staging troop withdrawal farces 
and loudly announcing the withdrawal of Vietnamese 
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troops, the Hanoi authorities always secretly sent fresh 
troops to Cambodia. This is why, during the past 6 or 7 
years, despite the fact that the Vietnamese enemy has 
already announced six partial withdrawals, the number 
of Vietnamese aggressor troops on the Cambodian bat- 
tlefield has not decreased at all. 


The fighting on the Cambodian battlefield has continued 
fiercely without let up because the Vietnamese enemy 
has continued to occupy Cambodia and to massacre the 
innocent Cambodian people every day. 


Laos 


KPL Press Release on ASEAN Statement 
BK0707122888 Vientiane KPL in English 
0858 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Press Release on Statement at ASEAN Countries’ 
Meeting’ —KPL headline] 


[Text] Vientiane, July 7 (OANA KPL)—Thongsavat 
Khaikhamphithoun, acting-minister for foreign affairs 
of the Lao PDR, and Nguyen Co Thach, minister for 
foreign affairs of the SRV, yesterday exchanged views on 
the statement issued in Bangkok on July 3, 1988 at the 
meeting of the ASEAN’s foreign ministers in connection 
with the coming Jakarta cocktail meeting on Kampu- 
chean problem. 


The two minister were of the views that: 


1) The cocktail meeting in Jakarta should observe the 
procedures of the Vietnam-Indonesia joint communique 
issued in Ho Chi Minh City on July 29, 1987. 


This communique specifies that initially, the Kampu- 
chean sides are to discuss among themselves the internal 
problems of Kampuchea, without the involvement of 
other countries. Subsequently, the other countries con- 
cerned including Vietnam, Laos on the one hand and 
Indonesia, Thailand and other ASEAN countries, on the 
other, together with the different Kampuchean sides are 
to exchange views on the international aspects of the 
Kampuchean problems and issues of regional peace and 
stability. 


2) The statement issued at the ASEAN’s foreign minis- 
ters meeting held on July 3, in Bangkok was evidently 
aimed at making the Jakarta cocktail meeting to become 
the meeting between Vietnam and the various Kampu- 
chean parties. Such move definitely runs counter to the 
joint communique issued on July 29, 1987 in Ho Chi 
Minh City between Vietnam and Indonesia, respectively 
representing the two groups of countries—Indochina 
and ASEAN. 


3) While public opinion supports and awaits for the 
coming Jakarta meeting, the ASEAN countries intend to 
resume implementing the joint communique released at 
the ASEAN foreign ministers’ meeting held in August, 
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1987 in Bangkok. This meeting tried to miss the points 
made in the Vietnam-Indonesia joint communique in 
Ho Chi Minh City and has caused for nearly one year 
difficulties for the coming Jakarta meeting. In addition, 
the recent ASEAN foreign ministers’ joint communique 
has run counter to the development of the situation and 
common trend taking shape in the region and the world 
over. This ASEAN approach, being already turned down 
by Laos, Kampuchea and Vietnam, does not correspond 
with the reality. That the ASEAN countries continue 
continue advancing it, the Jakarta meeting would fail its 


proposed purpose. 


4) The Lao PDR and the SR of Vietnam will discuss with 
the People’s Republic of Kampuchea the current ASEAN 
countries’ joint communique and thereupon will come to 
a common position. 


5) The two sides call upon Indonesia and other ASEAN 
countries to observe the provisions of the Vietnam- 
Indonesia Joint Communique reached on July 29, 1987. 
This is to create favourable conditions for the coming 
Jakarta meeting and thus responding to the aspirations 
of peoples in Southeast Asian countries and in the world 
as well. 


PASASON Comments 
BK0707125788 Vientiane KPL in English 
0921 GMT 7 Jul 88 


{“Commentary: Correct Attitude Needed To Solve 
Kampuchean Issue’—KPL headline] 


[Text] Vientiane, July 7 (OANA-KPL)}—Judging from 
the statement released at the beginning of the 2!Ist 
meeting of the ASEAN foreign ministers held in Bang- 
kok, the Lao paper “PASASON” says that there is 
nothing new about the statement which may promote 
success for the Jakarta informal meeting to settle the 
Kampuchean issue by peaceful means. 


The paper points out that the ASEAN group, particularly 
Thailand, wants to simply turn this meeting into a 
meeting between the Vietnamese side and the Khmer 
factions. Such attitude of ASEAN as shown in the 
statement made in Bangkok on July 3, 1988, says PASA- 
SON, is not in conformity with the joint statement 
reached in Ho Chi Minh City on July 29, 1987 by 
Vietnam, representing the Indochinese group and Indo- 
nesia, representing the ASEAN countries. 


The joint statement issued in Ho Chi Minh [City], 
elucidates, the leading Lao newspaper specifies, that the 
Jakarta meeting is to proceed in two phases. The first is 
to involve only all the Khmer groups. They are to discuss 
domestic questions. And the second phase is to be 
partaken by all countries concerned, namely Laos, Viet- 
nam on the one hand and, Indonesia, Thailand and other 
countries concerned, on the other. Issues to be raised in 
this second meeting are to deal with the international 
characters [as received] of Kampuchea and the question 
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of peace and security in the region. The Bangkok confer- 
ence purposely tried to miss the points made in Ho Chi 
Minh [City] joint statement of the Kampuchean prob- 
lem, has disappointed the peoples in the region and the 
world alike. Such attitude of ASEAN, furthermore, runs 
conter to the prevailing trend in favour of the solution of 
conflicts by peaceful means. 


The Lao People’s Democratic Republic reaffirms that it 
shall do all it can to concretize the joint statement 
reached between Vietnam and Indonesia in Ho Chi 
Minh [City] so as to peacefully solve the Kampuchean 
problem. It concludes by appealing to Indonesia and the 
ASEAN countries to contribute to the successful out- 
come at the Jakarta meeting, doing it will meet the 
aspiration of all the peoples in the region and the world. 


Commentary Views Statement 
BK0707034588 Vientiane Domestic Service 
in Lao 0000 GMT 7 Jul 88 


{Unattributed commentary: “ASEAN Conference State- 
ment Runs Counter to Common Trends of Region and 
World”’] 


[Text] At a trme when public opinion in general supports 
and awaits an informal meeting between the various 
Cambodian factions and countries concerned, scheduled 
to be held in Jakarta to discuss the settlement of the 
Cambodian problem through political means, the 
ASEAN nations have once again acted as an obstacle. 
They intended to prolong and again cause tension in the 
situation in Cambodia to create conditions obstructing a 
political settlement of the Cambodian problem. 


As everyone is aware, the statement issued by the 
ASEAN foreign ministers after their meeting in Bangkok 
on 3 July clearly shows that they want the informal 
meeting in Jakarta to be talks between Vietnam and 
various Cambodian parties. By doing so, they have 
refused to accept the PRK, thus contradicting the joint 
statement issued in Ho Chi Minh City on 29 July 1987 
between Vietnam and Indonesia which represented the 
two groupings of countries, the Indochinese and the 
ASEAN countries. The ASEAN countries are appa cntly 
trying to return to implementing the joint statement 
issued by the ASEAN foreign ministers at their confer- 
ence in Bangkok in August 1987. By so doing, they have 
distorted the contents of the Vietnam-Indonesia joint 
statement, thus creating difficulties during the past year 
for holding the cocktail party in Jakarta. Therefore, the 
Bangkok statement of 3 July once again runs counter to 
the development of the situation and the common trends 
in the region and the world. Such a stand does not 
conform to reality, and this stand has already been 
rejected by Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. 


To realize the informal meeting in Jakarta, the ASEAN 
countries must respect the principles of the Vietnam- 
Indonesia joint statement issued in Ho Chi Minh City on 
29 July 1987. That is to say, in the first stage, the various 
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Cambodian factions are to meet to exchange views on 
issues regarding the internal affairs of Cambodia. As for 
other countries, they have no right to get involved in the 
meeting or raise any question for the meeting which can 
be regarded as the internal affairs of Cambodia. In the 
second stage, the countries concerned, including Viet- 
nam, Laos, Indonesia, and Thailand, as well as other 
ASEAN countries, together with the various Cambodian 
factions, are to exchange views on the international 
aspects of the Cambodian problem and the problem of 
peace and stability in the region. All these are considered 
appropriate conditions for the realization of the informal 
meeting in Jakarta. 


On the contrary, if the ASEAN countries continue to 
adhere to the stand or implement the spirit of the 
Bangkok statement of 3 July, it is certain that the 
informal meeting in Jakarta cannot be realized. Indone- 
sia and other ASEAN member countries must respect the 
agreements stipulated in the Vietnam-Indonesia joint 
statement of 29 July 1987 to create conditions for 
convening the aforesaid informal meeting and to 
respond to the aspirations of the peoples of the countries 
in Southeast Asia and the world. 


Hanoi Reports Nguyen Co Thach’s Visit 
BK0607140388 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] At the invitation of the LPRP Central Committee 
and the LPDR Government, Comrade Nguyen Co 
Thach—member of the CPV Central Committee Politi- 
cal Bureau, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
minister of foreign affairs, and special envoy of Comrade 
General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh—visited Laos from 
5 to 6 July 1988. 


Comrade Kaysone Phomvihan, general secretary of the 
LPRP Central Committee and chairman of the LPDR 
Council of Ministers, met with Comrade Nguyen Co 
Thach. Attending on the Lao side were Nouhak Phoum- 
savan, Khamtai Siphandon, and Sali Vongkhamsao, 
members of the Political Bureau and vice chairmen of 
the Council of Ministers; Comrade Thongsavat Khaik- 
hamphithoun, member of the Party Central Committee 
and acting minister of foreign affairs; and Comrade 
Maisouk Saisompheng, member of the party Central 
Committee and chief of the Party Central Committee 
Office. On the Vietnamese side were Comrade Nguyen 
Xuan, Vietnamese ambassador to Laos; and Comrade 
Dang Nguyen Hoanh, assistant to the minister of foreign 
affairs. 


Comrade Kaysone Phomvihan and Comrade Nguyen Co 
Thach exchanged views on recent developments in the 
world and Southeast Asia ‘and on the tasks of national 
construction and defense of the two peoples. The two 
sides noted with great pleasure that together with the 
rapid growth of the PRK, various Vietnamese volunteer 
army withdrawals from Cambodia since 1982 have pro- 
ceeded smoothly in accordance with a decision made at 
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the summit meeting of Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. 
In particular, the withdrawal of 50,000 troops and the 
command of the Vietnamese volunteer army in 1988 
marked a new milestone in the growth of the people and 
Armed Forces of Cambodia; it was an important contri- 
bution to solving the Cambodian issue through political 
means and to Southeast Asian peace and stability. 


Both sides welcomed the two-stage informal meeting 
soon to be held in Jakarta among Cambodian factions 
and among countries concerned. They regarded this 
meeting as a positive step that may open up the prospect 
for solving the Cambodian issue and the problem of 
Southeast Asian peace, and as the outcome of the coop- 
eration between Vietnam and Indonesia—representing 
the Indochinese and ASEAN countries respectively. 


Both sides held that to make the meeting possible, it is 
imperative to respect the principles of the Vietnamese- 
Indonesian joint communique of 29 July 1987. It is, 
however, regrettable that the 3 July joint statement of the 
ASEAN foreign ministerial meeting is totally at variance 
with the principles of the Vietnamese-Indonesian joint 
communique of 29 July 1987. 


The exchange of views proceeded in a very cordial 
atmosphere filled with fraternal friendship and was a 
vivid manifestation of the solidarity, unanimity, and 
close cooperation between the two parties and two 
peoples in the common struggle to safeguard peace and 
carry Out national construction and defense, thus con- 
tributing to the cause of peace in Southeast Asia and the 
world. 


Philippines 


5-Year Extension of Bases Under Consideration 
HK0607050188 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 


' in English 6 Jul 88 pp 1, 6 


{By staff member Cristina Pator and Malou Mangahas] 


[Text] Malacanang is considering a five-year extension 
of the Philippine-U.S. Military Bases Agreement when it 
expires in 1991, threé leading members of the House 
foreign affairs committee disclosed yesterday. 


The three congressmen, who spoke separately on condi- 
tion of anonymity, also said the Philippines was likely to 
agree to a yearly compensation of $1.5 billion. 


One of them disclosed that this package would include 
$500 million to $850 million in “cash outlay,” with the 
rest to be represented by salaries paid to Filipinos 
employed in the military bases and supplies procured by 
the bases from Filipino manufacturers. 


He said Malacanang’s sentiment would be “put forward” 
when U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz visits Manila 
on July 11 to 13. 
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Asked what made him conclude that Malacanang would 
agree to the extension, the congressman said the Aquino 
Government was not yet prepared to fill the vacuum in 
case the United States decides to pull them out. 


“Hindi pa handa [Not yet ready],” he said. 


At this stage, he explained, the Aquino Government has 
no definite plan on what to do once the Americans 
decide to move out. 


When challenged about his prediction of a longer life for 
the U.S. bases, the congressman retorted: “I’m willing to 
bet with you on this.” 


The two other congressmen supported his view. 


Asked to comment on the three solons’ prediciton, 
Economic Planning Secretary Solita Monsod told the 
CHRONICLE last night: “That is completely news to 
me.” 


Monsod, a member of the Cabinet-level preparatory 
committee which defined the Philippine position in the 
Ongoing review of the bases agreement, said the pro- 
posed extension was never mentioned in any of the 
discussion papers submitted to the Executive branch. 


“That’s probably somebody’s wish,” Monsod said. 


She explained: “‘In the first place, the position of the 
Government on the retention or withdrawal of the 
military bases will be discussed only in 1990,” a year 
before the expiry of the present agreement. 


Monsod also pointed “out that the present review talks 
merely focused on compensation for the bases for the 
years 1989 to 1991. 


“There are any number of proposals for the review 
talks,” she disclosed. “But’’, she added, “there is none 
that discusses the possible extension of the agreement if 
the U.S. should agree to pay $1.5 billion as annual 
compensation.” 


The three congressmen could not say how the proposed 
extension would be received in the Senate, the treaty- 
ratifying chamber of Congress. 


Many, if not most, of the senators have at one time or 
another expressed anti-bases views. 


One congressman said Shultz would try to get a 
“maximum commitment” from the Aquino government 
on the continued presence of the U.S. bases here during 
his visit to Manila. 


Another source said President Aquino was only awaiting 
the resuits of the U.S. presidential elections in Novem- 
ber before revealing her position on whether to termi- 
nate or extend the agreement. 
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The source said, however, an extension of the agreement 
was very likely regardless of the outcome of the U.S. 
elections. 


But he conceded that a victory by the Democrats would 
give President Aquino greater flexibility in future nego- 
tiations with the Americans. 


It would also “free the President of whatever commit- 
ment” she might have made to the administration of 
Ronald Reagan, the source said. 


He added that “‘it is better for President Aquino to reveal 
her options now rather than wait for the next (Philip- 
pine) presidential elections in 1992 because by then 
there would be tremendous pressure for her to make a 
firm stand on American presence here.” 


While the President has repeatedly stated that she is not 
interested in running for another term, the source 
explained that whoever she endorses in the next election 
would be subjected to the same pressure from the Amer- 
icans. 


The proposed five-year extension of the agreement 
would be the U.S. government’s “way of buying time” in 
the hope that the succeeding Philippine president and 
Senate would “be open” to giving a longer life to the U.S. 
bases. 


To support their forecast of an initial five-year exten- 
sion, the three congressmen disclosed that the National 
Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) 
appeared uninterested when presented with the Inte- 
grated Bases Conversion Plan contained in a “policy 
paper” commissioned by Congress and the Department 
of Foreign Affairs. 


“They (NEDA) officials said there was no need for a 
conversion plan yet because the bases were going to 
stay,” One congressman said. 


The policy paper, prepared by legislative consultant 
Leonardo Mariano, recommends “viable alternative 
uses” for the military facilities in Clark and Subic in the 
event of an American pullout. 


Aquino Said To Favor Extension 
HK0707020188 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino is inclined to extend 
the RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases 
Agreement [MBA] for another 5 years. This was the view 
expressed by Senator Ernesto Maceda on the possible 
extension of the 41-year-old agreement, saying he based 
his opinion on contemporary events. The Military Bases 
Agreement is scheduled to expire in September 1991. 
Maceda expressed his views during a media interview at 
the Senate following reports that three congressmen 
claim that the extension of the MBA is being considered 
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seriously by Malacanang. If the reports are true, the 
House of Representatives is expected to block the pas- 
sage of the Senate-approved antinuclear bill when Con- 
gress resumes its regular sessions on July 25. 


Tatad Says Aquino Made Secret Pact With U.S. 
HK0407124788 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 3 Jul 88 pp 1, 6 


[Text] Singapore—Philippine opposition leader Franci- 
sco S. Tatad said here this weekend there is reason to 
believe President Corazon Aquino has privately assured 
the United States government she will support a new 
military bases agreement when the present one expires in 
1991. 


Such an assurance will likely be restated when U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz visits Manila this 
month, and then finally made public after the ongoing 
review of the present agreement by the two governments. 


But an open declaration by Mrs. Aquino in support of 
the bases will only intensify rather than end the debate 
on the question, the chairman of the Grand Alliance for 
Democracy (GAD) told the foreign correspondents of 
Southeast Asia during a luncheon conference. 


Tatad, who 1s here to attend a week-long conference on 
political developments in Southeast Asia, said that while 
mass support for the bases remains high, the anti-bases 
movement has gained ground in the last three years. 


“The most significant success achieved by the movement 
is that not a single political leader of consequence who 
supports the bases has come out openly in support for 
their continued presence. It is nc longer a debate. It is a 
monologue,” he said. 


He said the resurgent tide of Filipino nationalism calls 
for a serious and comprehensive review of the full range 
of Philippine-American relations. “We need to agree 
first of all whether the alliance between the Philippines 
and the United States is worth keeping, how the terms 
and substance of that alliance could be improved, should 
we decide to keep it. The presence or absence of military 
bases is a specific issue that must be resolved only after 
we have agreed on the framework of our continuing 
relationship,” he said. 


For the opposition coalition in the Philippines, this 
means that any new agreement between the U.S. and the 
Philippines “‘must integrate and synchronize agreements 
on economic cooperation, assistance and trade with 
mutual defense, military assistance and cooperation and 
other matters,” Tatad said. 


He said that any new bases agreement after 1991 must be 
transitional in character, must contain the “most 
favored basing nation” clause, which means that the 
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most favorable terms granted by the U.S. to any country 
hosting military bases should be automatically granted to 
the Philippines without need of further negotiations. 


Such an agreement, he said, should specify that the bases 
are to be used exclusively for mutual defense. It should 
also contain a provision ‘or joint use of the facilities, an 
agreed timetable for the pullout including a schedule of 
gradual phaseout, capped with a provision that all 
improvements on the bases will accrue to the Philippine 
government at the end of the agreement. 


Aquino Briefed on U.S. Economic Assistance 
HK0707020988 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino and her cabinet were 
briefed yesterday [6 July! on U.S. economic assistance to 
the country by NEDA [National Economic Development 
Authority] chief Solita Monsod. The NEDA report 
shows that the United States ranks second to Japan in 
terms of magnitude of assistance, as compared to other 
donor countries covering the period 1980-87, with 
$1,346.23 million. The report also shows that the level of 
U.S. assistance, in terms of annual obligations, has been 
increasing since 1980 from $79.68 million to $378.29 
million in 1987. 


Secretary Monsod, in a talk with newsmen, said: 


{Begin recording] My immediate area of concern was 
that the assistance of the United States includes project 
identification and preparation on their part—and thiat is 
very unusual, because Japan does not do that. The 
project identification is done by us, and there is always 
the possibility that the projects we identify as being 
priority projects may not coincide with what they iden- 
tify. And then there is always going to be, there will 
be...[changes thought] well... [changes thought] there’s 
going to be room for dissatisfaction on both sides. And 
there are other areas of concern that are listed. We are 
working on this all the time. As a matter of fact, in the 
current negotiations with respect to the use of economic 
assistance for 1988, the Philippine Government has 
addressed these concerns, and its position is to try to 
minimize these concerns. [end recording] 


Government Wants U.S. Aid Conditions Relaxed 
HK0707074988 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
7 Jul 88 pp I, 11 


[By Annie Fazon Angeles] 


[Text] The government wants less stringent conditions in 
the use of U.S. grants and assistance funds which had 
served as a major factor in the country’s slow utilization 
of these funds: rs 


FBIS-EAS-88- 130 
7 July 1988 


Concern was also expressed over funding of projects 
which require procurement of American goods and ser- 
vices that effects a flowback to the U.S. of about $0.33 
out of every dollar of aid. 


‘" In a press briefing with Malacanang reporters yesterday 
after the Cabinet meeting. National Economic and 
Development Authority (NEDA) director general Solita 
C. Monsod pointed out that while the Philippine gov- 
ernment had always been blamed for the under-utiliza- 
tion of U.S. grants and aids, the U.S. government's 
imposition of stringent requiremenis for the availment 
of the assistance also hindred greater use of such funds. 


In a statement released by Malacanang, it noted that 
while most U.S. assistance extended to the Philippine 
government is in the form of grants, the Philippine 
government, on the other hand, incurs a sizeable amount 
of costs associated with the assistance. 


The report indicated that for the period 1980-87, the 
U.S. has or provided [as published] a total of $1.346 [as 
published] funds for projects covered by signed project 
agreements. 


Monsod said at least 25 percent of total project cost 
sourced from U.S. assistance had to be put up by the 
government as its peso counterpart. 


She also cited shipping costs borne by the Philippines 
under the Commodity Aid Program, which requires that 
barges to be hired must be those from U.S., whose 
shipping rates are four times higher than the interna- 
tional rates. 


Monsod likewise cited the overhead costs which the 
Philippine government had to incur for the operating 
and administrative costs of the U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Aid (USAID), the monitoring agency of the U.S. 
government for base-related funding assitance through 
the Economic Support Fund (ESF). 


According to Monsod, the government shares in 
expenses for the living accommodations, allowances, 
and maintenance of office space of some 68 expatriates 
and 50 local personnel who compose the technical staff 
of the USAID. Monsod said total costs incurred for 1988 
by the government for these expenses amounted to some 
P53.8 million. 


In comparison, Monsod reported that the Japan Inter- 
national Cooperation Agency has 10 technical staff and 
the Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund has 19. 


Monsod also noted as “‘very unusual” the fact that U.S. 
assistance includes project identification and prepara- 
tion on the U.S. government part. Monsod said that the 
Philippine government would be the best authority on 
the country’s needs in terms of development programs. 
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At the same time, Monsod noted U.S. position concern- 
ing the use of funding assistance for budgetary support. 
USAID has indicated that it wants such aid to be used 
for projects with the greatest impact on people such as 
school buildings, markets, roads and other infrastruc- 
tures, rather than for budgetary support. Monsod, on the 
other hand, pointed out that development programs and 
infrastructure facilities are in fact provided for in the 
budget, implying that there is no need for the U.S. to 
identify specific projects. 


Likewise, the government has indicated concern over the 
growing sentiment in some sectors that policy conditio- 
nalities imposed on the government relative to the 
assistance had been viewed as a form of U.S. interven- 
tion in the country’s internal affairs. 


As a result of the stringent requirements relative to the 
assistance funding, the government had been slow in 
utilizing these available funds leaving large balances in 
obligated funds. 


One case cited which underscores this problem is when 
the USAID had proposed to deobligate approximately 
U.S.$24 million from ongoing projects and five com- 
pleted terminating projects under the Development 
Assistance account. The USAID proposed that the 
amount be obligated instead reobligated [as published] 
to the faster-disbursing Regional Development Fund 
under the ESF account. 


Monsod said the government is now asking the USAID 
not to push through with the planned deobligation of 
funds from the two projects, since other considerations 
such as performance criteria, magnitude, timing and 
sourcing of replenishments still needed to be worked out 
with the USAID. Monsod said activities in the two 
projects are expected to pick up significantly in Fiscal 
Year 1989. 


The government, for its part, outlined measures that it 
will undertake to maximize or improve the use of said 
funds: 


—simplication of USAID and government’s procedures 
related to utilization of the assistance to improve the rate 
of fund utilization and create more immediate impact. 


—reduction in expatriate services for projects to increase 
domestic retention of the foreign assistance. 


—reduction of Philippine government's share in the 
USAID's staff operational and administrative costs. 


—reduction in policy conditionalities and increase in 
project-type measures supportive of government poli- 
cies. 
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Developer Offers To Lease U.S. Bases 
HK0707073788 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 7 Jul 88 p 3 


[By staff member Marites Sison] 


[Text] A private real estate development group has 
proposed to lease the American bases here for $1 billion 
a year for 50 years in the event that the Government 
decides not to extend the tenure of these military facili- 
ties beyond 1991, when the Military Bases Agreement 
(MBA) expires. 


The proposal was formally made by Vicente A.Z. Ara- 
neta, a well known real estate developer and executive 
vice president of Facilities Incorporated, in a letter to 
Foreign Secretary Raul S. Manglapus dated July 4. 


In an interview with diplomatic reporters, Araneta said 
although Facilities Incorporated has proposed that pay- 
ment for the lease would utilize the “debt to equity 
swap” scheme, it would be open to other modes of 
payment including “straight cash” if this will be pre- 
ferred by the Government. 


Araneta, however, said that Facilities Incorporated 
would be open to leasing Clark Air Base in Angeles and 
Subic Naval Base in Olongapo, only if the Government 
will declare it an “autonomous economic zone.” He said 
Senate Bill No. 362 filed by Senator Teofisto Guingona, 
Jr already embodies the principles that could govern the 
transformation of the bases into economic zones. 


Araneta said private business groups from the Philip- 
pines, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Japan and the 
European Community that have already been sounded 
out by Facilities Incorporated have expressed interest in 
coming to the Philippines once Clark and Subic are 
developed as economic zones. 


Facilities Incorporated plans to sublease land and struc- 
tures like buildings, factories, etc that it will set up in 
these bases, Araneta said. He said his group has com- 
puted the going price of these lands to be at about 
$25,000 a year per hectare or $12,000 a month per 
hectare. 


In a prime on its proposal submitted to Manglapus, 
Facilities Incorporated said the following can be set up in 
Clark and Subic: a financial center, labor intensive 
industries, a tourist and retirement haven, refinery and 
storage area for crude oil, regional storage and supply 
Ceoet, tight and heavy industries, shipbuilding and 
r-yair * ilities, international communication interlink 
facilit housing and commercial areas, banks, indus- 
trial a1:u Commercial complexes, aircraft and sea vessel 
“parking and mooring,” etc. 


Araneta, however, said this early, Facilities Incorporated 
has to find out what the Government’s decision on the 
tenure of the bases will be since a lead time of two years 
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is needed for it to fully transform its development 
concept into a workable plan. At least five years is also 
needed to “fully develop” and put to operation these 
plans, Araneta said. 


Araneta said the following groups have already 
expressed intentions of subleasing portions of the base: 
the International Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
Nature Corporation and the Association of Third World 
Countries Against the Exploitation of Women. 


Araneta also said the $1 billion figure is not really a fixed 
rental since an increase can still be negotiated after 25 
years. He said a lease is normally structured for 25 years 
and increases in payment are usually negotiated later. He 
also explained that Facilities Incorporated’s pegging of a 
50-year lease was also normal and has precedents in 
other countries like Hong Kong and Singapore. 


Araneta said the idea behind developing the two bases is 
“to have a replacement for Hong Kong—a new Hong 
Kong”. By 1997 the Crown Colony will be turned over to 
China, and some business groups are looking for alter- 
native areas for their investments. The Philippines, 
Araneta said, is “centrally located within the regional 
market” and has existing international air and sea port 
capabilities which can attract these foreign investments. 


Once Subic and Clark are declared autonomous eco- 
nomic zones, “we can like a magnet, easily attract 
foreign investments,” Araneta said, adding that the 
country’s skilled labor force provides an added incen- 
tive: 


Araneta projects that an initial 200,000 jobs will be 
created by developing the two bases as economic zones. 
This he said will offset any economic dislocation that 
would result from the bases pull out. He also said that 
although the projected labor force will be paid wages 
lower, ihan those being received by their counterparts in 
neighboring countries, this will be higher than what the 
base workers are currently receiving. 


In about 5 years time after the bases are converted into 
zones, the Government can generate an income of about 
$15 billion, Araneta said. 


The establishment of economic zones has its precedent 
in Hong Kong, China and Singapore, Araneta said. He 
added that business firms in Hong Kong’s economic 
zones are being taxed at 15 percent. 


ASEAN Supports U.S. ‘Mini-Marshall Plan’ 
HK0707021988 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] The just-concluded ASEAN ministerial meeting 
in Bangkok became an effective venue for the polysec- 
toral program unveiled by Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Raul Manglapus. As the conference ended, a joint com- 
munique said that all the ASEAN member states 
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expressed all-out support for the program, otherwise 
known as the $10-billion Mini-Marshall Plan sponsored 
by the United States. The communique called on the 
ASEAN governments represented at the Thai capital to 
cooperate with the Philippines in order to help it in its 
economic recovery efforts. Manglapus expressed satis- 
faction over the outcome of the ministerial meeting. 


[Begin Manglapus recording} First of all, it must be 
noted that the communique stresses the strong interest of 
our neighboring countries in our stability—the only 
country in the whole region (?which can) introduce 
instability by its own internal instability. And that’s why 
our neighbors are very much interested indeed in the 
success of the Philippine recovery. [end recording] 


Two Red Army Members Reported in Country 
OW0607070088 Tokyo KYODO in English 0615 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


{Text} Manila, July 6 KYODO—Two men belonging to 
the Japanese Red Army terrorist group posing as busi- 
nessmen have been traveling “in and out” of the Philip- 
pines, Immigration and Deportation Commissioner 
Miriam Defensor Santiago said Wednesday. 


Santiago told reporters the men often change their pass- 
ports and “that’s why it’s hard to catch them.” 


She refused to identify the Red Army members but said 
they communicate with each other “mostly by telex.” 
She did not elaborate. 


She said the information on the two men was furnished 
by the Japanese Embassy in Manila and Interpol. 


The immigration chief said the two terrorists sometimes 
travel to Manila from Singapore and sometimes from 
Indonesia or Hong Kong. 


The Philippines deported Red Army member Hiroshi 
Sensui early last month after he was arrested by military 
intelligence agents and Japanese police who went to 
Manila. 


Sensui had been living under an assumed identity in the 
Philippines since 1984 and was discovered to be hiding 
here only last November. 


Santiago said a Philippine immigration officer had been 
to Seoul, South Korea for an antiterrorist briefing cov- 
ering the Red Army activities and profiles of its mem- 
bers. The briefing was in connection with security prep- 
arations for the Seoul Olympic games this fall. 


The immigration chief will visit Japan from July 10 to 17 
for consultations with Japanese authorities concerning 
“Japanese terrorists of all categories who are using or 
intend to use Manila as a bas or who maintain sleeper 
agents in Manila.” 
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She will hold talks with security experts of the National. 
Police Agency and the head of the Security Bureau of 
Tokyo Metropolitan Police. 


The commissioner said she will receive round-the-clock 
protection from Japanese police during her visit. 


Santiago said Manila is attractive to terrorists and other 
foreign fugitives or criminal elements because skillfully 
faked travel documents are easily and cheaply obtained. 


“There are very few countries in the world where you can 
obtain such a cheap and competent service,” she noted. 


She said the Commission on Immigration and Deporta- 
tion has smashed three of at least half a dozen fake 
passport and visa syndicates operated by foreigners with 
Filipino criminal groups. 


She said the sydicates steal or buy in the black market 
genuine passports stolen from foreigners and tamper 
with the pictures or the visas. 


Santiago added that in addition to easily available fake 
travel documents, Manila is also attractive because of 
the high foreign exchange rate which makes living com- 
paratively cheap and the “culture of corruption * that 
plagues the government bureaucracy. 


Terrorist Movement Expected as Olympics Near 
HK0607062788 Hong Kong AFP in English 0551 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Manila, July 6 (AFP)}—Philippines immigration 
chief Miriam Santiago said here Wednesday that both 
Japan and South Korea expect terrorists to be moving 
around more as the Seoul Olympics approaches. 


The games, the biggest yet, are scheduled to open in the 
South Korean capital on September | 7. 


Mrs. Santiago, who has been cracking down on illegal 
and undesirable aliens in the Philippines, said one of her 
aides had attended a conference in Seoul last week on 
prevention of terrorist attacks on the Olympics. 


She said both the Japanese Red Army and the North 
Koreans may have plans to disrupt the Olympics and 
that Seoul and Tokyo were expecting “increased move- 
ment by the terrorists as the Olympics approaches.” 


Mrs. Santiago noted that Manila was a favourite desti- 
nation for criminal and terrorist groups because of the 
proliferation of forged travel documents, the low 
exchange rate and the “culture of corruption” within the 
government. 


She said she will visit Japan next week to discuss ways of 
curbing the entry of Japanese terrorists and criminals 
into the Philippines. 
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Authorities here believe that some members of the Red 
Army are still in hiding in the Philippines. Last month 
they arrested and deported Red Army member Hiroshi 
Sensui, suspected of seeking to organise a Southeast 
Asian terrorist network. 


Mrs. Santiago said she would meet with Japanese secu- 
rity officials during her week-long visit starting Sunday 
to discuss ways of preventing members of the Red Army 
and Japan’s Yakuza gangs and other criminal elements 
from entering the country. 


The Philippines has become a haven for illegal aliens, 
estimated by Mrs. Santiago to number 500,000. 


Japanese Embassy officials here said about 3,000 Japa- 
nese live legally in the Philippines with another 500 here 


illegally. 


USSR’s Gromyko Pledges Noninterference 
HK0507100788 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0900 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] A top Soviet official reiterated that his country 
will not support Philippine communist rebels waging an 
insurgency war against the Aquino government. Andrey 
Gromyko, chairman of the Supreme Soviet Presidium, 
stated that the USSR does not intervene in the domestic 
affairs of other countries. 


According to Gromyko, noninterference in the domestic 
affairs of other countries has always been an i~portant 
component of Soviet policy dating back to the days of 
Lenin. He made the statement in a meeting with Philip- 
pine legislators led by Senate Majority Floor Leader 
Orlando Mercado. 


PRC Pledges Non-Support of CPP 
HK0507021388 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Text] The People’s Republic of China has assured a 
visiting congressional delegation from the Philippines 
that it will not extend financial or military assistance to 
the Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP]. House 
Speaker Protempore Antonio Cuenco, head of a 14-man 
House panel delegation which visited China last week, 
said the Chinese authorities had given Mrs Aquino this 
firm assurance when she visited China last April. Cuenco 
said Chinese Premier Li Peng denied reports that China 
is Supporting the CPP and its military arm, the New 
People’s Army. Cuenco said Peng also made a firm 
commitment that China \ ill not extend material, moral 
or financial support to the iocal communist insurgents. 
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‘Crack’ Troops Round Up 24 CPP Members 
BK0507113288 Manila PNA in English 1044 GMT 
5 Jul 88 


[Text] Manila, July 5 (OANA/PNA)}—Crack Army 
troops swooped down Tuesday on a suspected rebel 
safehouse in suburban Quezon City and rounded up 24 
alleged members of the banned Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP). 


Metro Manila Military Commander Brigadier General 
Rodolfo Biazon said the safehouse turned out to be a 
headquarters of the CPP’s “shadow government.” 


He said the raid, carried out at early dawn, followed a 
round-the-clock surveillance in a depressed area in Que- 
zon City, one of the rebel-infiltrated places in the 
metropolis. 


Biazon said residents had earlier tipped off the military 
about ‘“‘unusual activities” of some people in the area 
such as bringing of firearms and voluminous propaganda 
materials. 


Raiders also seized assorted guns and ammunition from 
the suspected dissidents who were immediately detained 
in military camps. 


General Biazon said it was the biggest mass capture of 
suspected communists since 20 CPP leaders were 
arrested last January and February in Metro Manila. 


Colonel Jess Ranjo said the suspects are now undergoing 
tactical interrogation. 


General Reports Biggest MNLF Clash of Year 
BK0507085388 Manila PNA in English 0729 GMT 
5 Jul 88 


{Text} Manila, July 5 (OANA/PNA)}—Government 
troops and Muslim separatist rebels clashed last week in 
southern Philippines, leaving 10 killed and five 
wounded, Constabulary Chief Major General Ramon 
Montano said Tuesday. 


General Montano said those killed were fighters of the 
banned Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and 
those wounded were men of the Army's 33rd Infantry 
Battalion. 


He said the firefight erupted while security forces were 
patrolling in one of the remote villages in Zamboanga del 
Sur province, 900 kms south of here. 


The fighting broke out last June 29 but details of the 
incident were reported only Tuesday, the constabulary 
chief reported. 


It was the biggest armed encounter this year between 
government troops and the MNLF fighting for a separate 
Moro homeland in southern Philippines, he added. 
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Quoting field reports, Gen Montano said the troops were 
in combat patrol when they spotted 50 heavily armed 
MNLF guerrillas. A 45-minute gunbattle immediately 
erupted. 


Six Prudente Ambush Suspects Arrested 
HK0607120188 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] National Bureau of Investigation [NBI] agents 
and Western Police District [WPD] men nabbed 6 
suspects involved in Dr. Nemensio Prudente’s ambush. 
NBI Director Antonio Carpio announced the break- 
through on the case, and revealed the names of the two 
suspects identical to sketches of the assassins. Identified 
were Patrolman Fidel Mailig and (Jerry Lubat). They 
were taken to the NBI office by Colonel Juanito Lagasca, 
accompanied by their lawyers. Director Carpio clarified 
that Lubat may not be considered a suspect. Four other 
suspects were also arrested by the WPD after identifica- 
tion by the NBI. 


A civilian suspect who is a vigilante member is being 
detained by the NBI. He was allegedly the lookout when 
Prudente’s car was ambushed under Sta. Mesa bridge 
last 29 June. The suspect will face multiple charges based 
on the information prepared by the Justice department. 


[Begin unidentified man recorditig in English] The addi- 
tional 4 other suspects, we know them by now. [end 
recording] , 


4 Men Who Aided Honasan Detained in Macao 
HK0507115188 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[From “GMA News” program] 


[Text] The military confirmed the arrest of four Navy- 
men who helped former Colonel Gregorio Honasan 
escape from his prison ship. The four men were identi- 
fied as Edgar Ledesma, Arnold Barcelano, Bienvenido 
Daguiso and Steven Balinas, all of the Special Warfare 
Crew charged with guarding Honasan aboard the BRP 
Andres Bonifacio. 


According to Brigadier General Rodolfo Biazon, the four 
men were detained in Macao on 29 June for illegal entry 
together with 16 other men. 


[Begin Biazon recording in English] The four of them are 
already now back in custody. The four had resorted to 
piracy or something and they are back with us. They are 
now being held by the NBI [National Bureau of Investi- 
gations] and | think the NBI are going to file charges of 
piracy. [end recording} 
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Military Academy Bombing Attempt Foiled 
BK0607105088 Manila PNA in English 1016 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Manila, July 6(OANA/PNA)—Alert security men 
foiled Wednesday an attempt to bomb the Philippine 
Military Academy (PMA) in Baguio City, 250 km north 
of here. 


Authorities said four civilians trying to sneak into the 
academy carrying dynamite sticks and blasting caps were 
immediately arrested. 


PMA military police chief Lieutenant Mario Balandra 
said the dynamiie sticks were attached to a six-meter 
detonating cord with three fuses of blasting caps. 


The four civilians were caught while entering the PMA 
compound after an inspection of their plastic bags 
yielded the explosive devices. 


The four are undergoing investigation. 


“We are trying to determine if the dynamites were to be 
used to bomb the PMA.” investigators said. [sentence as 
received] 


It was the second attempt to bomb the academy, the 
military's premier training institution . 


Last March 18, heavy explosions blasted the PMA grand- 
stand, four days before President Corazon Aquino was to 
address this year’s academy graduates, killing three peo- 
ple and wounding 26 others. 


Aquino Not To Interfere With Supreme Court 
HK0407090188 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Text] President Aquino again emphasized that she will 
not interfere with the Supreme Court because it is an 
independent [words indistinct]. She issued the statement 
in an ambush interview by Maiacanang newsmen after 
the new Chief Justice Marcelo Fernan formally took his 
oath of office. He replaced retired Justice Pedro Yap. 
Here are the interviews with President Aquino and 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Fernan, who said he will try 
to maintain the court’s, high credibility: 


[Begin recording in English] [Aquino] I just told him that 
never will he hear anything from me about interfering, 
and all | want is for the Supreme Court to continue 
having its independent and highly respected image. 


[Fernan] Well, the most immediate, I guess, is to speedily 
dispose of cases. We have to fight court delays. That is 
the crying need of the hour. A lot of people come to us 
and say: We want our cases speedily disposed of. So, we 
will try our best to dispose of these cases as soon as 
possible. 
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Now, switching to another subject, you will recall that 
during the time of Chief Justice Teehankee, what was 
adopted in order to set -he standards for the lawyers, the 
practitioners to follow, was the grievance procedure rule. 
And this grievance procedure rule authorizes the inte- 
grated bar to police its own ground and to weed out the 
undersirables, and misfits in the legal profession. 


Now, during the time of Chief Justice Pedro Yap, the 
code of professional responsibility was adopted. And this 
will also set the norms of conduct which will prescribe 
norms of conduct on the part of lawyers, which also 
includes judges and justices but in their capacity as 
lawyers. 


Now, during my incumbency, with the help of the rest of 
the court, we intend to adopt a code of judicial conduct. 
It will prescribe norms of conduct to be observed by the 
members of the judiciary. Now, these are among the 
things which we will adopt during my incumbency. But, 
as I said earlier, the most crying need now is to fight for 
delays. And we have a blueprint which I will present to 
the court in order to speedily dispose of cases. 


[Reporter] [question indistinct] 


[Fernan}] Well, as I was asked a few days ago, the 
proceedings are there, the charges are there, let these 
charges take their normal course. Now, the committee 
will have to make a finding. If this is not convened, if the 
committee feels that there are no grounds, or that the 
charges are baseless, then there is every reason to throw 
the charges out of the committee. On the other hand, if 
they feel that there is ground to entertain the charges, 
then it will be referred to the House of Representatives 
{words indistinct], and later on a trial will take place, 
although I don’t think it will reach that far—a trial will 
take place to be conducted by the Senate. [end recording] 


Thailand 


Sitthi, Spokesman on Downing of Iranian Plane 
BK0707070888 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1500 GMT 6 Jul 88 


{Text} Thai foreign minister, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi 
Sawetsila, said on Monday he was saddened by news that 
the U.S. forces had accidentally shot down an Iranian 
passenger jet over the Strait of Hormuz. It is a great loss 
and it is a very very sad incident, said Foreign Minister 
Sitthi as he prepared to attend the opening session of the 
annual ASEAN foreign ministers meeting held in Bang- 
kok this week. 


Meanwhile, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Mr Sarot Cha- 
wanawirat said Thailand hopes the downing of the 
Iranian airliner would not escalate the hostility in the 
Gulf, and that the superpower nations would be able to 
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control the situation. He said the ASEAN foreign min- 
isters meeting has not yet discussed the air tragedy in 
detail because the issue did not involve directly the 
Southeast Asian bloc. 


ASEAN Urged To Take Stand on U.S. Bases 
BK0707021988 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
7 Jul 88 p 8 


{Editorial: “When Will ASEAN Look After Its Own 
Affairs?”’] 


[Text] The U.S. leases mn Subic Bay Naval Base and 
Clark Air Force Base in ..e Philippines will expire in 
1991. The future of the U.S. bases is now a hot issue in 
the Philippines and in regional affairs of Southeast Asia. 


Yet, ASEAN has continued to duck the issue by not 
taking any official stand on it. Why? 


Maybe it is because there is still no consensus on the 
future of the U.S. bases. 


The Philippines wants to keep open as many options as 
possible so that it will have greater bargaining power in 
its upcoming negotiations with the U.S. 


Singapore, and, to a relatively lesser degree, Malaysia 
hope the U.S. bases will remain in the Philippines for 
quite some time because the U.S. military presence ts 
needed to counter the growing Soviet military presence 
in this region. 


Tha‘land, too, wants the U.S. bases in the Philippines 
but has avoided saying so in official forums for fear of 
hurting its diplomatic efforts in conducting an “omnidi- 
rectional” foreign policy of befriending all powers. 


Brunei, as always, is waiting for a consensus to emerge 
and has avoided showing its preference on this contro- 
versial issue. 


Indonesia, of course, wishes to see the U.S. bases in the 
Philippines dismantied as soon as the leases expire in 
1991. Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas noted in a 
press conference in Bangkok Tuesday [5 July] that, 
Strictl, speaking, ASEAN always considers all military 
bases of foreign powers in Southeast Asia as temporary 
in nature. 


Alatas appeared to be the only ASEAN foreign minister 
who still showed a strong interest in pushing for the 
realization of the zone of peace. freedom and neutrality 
(ZOPFAN) and the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon 
Free Zone [SEANWFZ]. His colleagues from other 
ASEAN members merely gave a formal lip service to 
these two highly ambitious plans. 


In the 21st ASEAN Ministerial Meeting early this week, 
the ASEAN foreign ministers spent a great deal of their 
time on the Kampuchean conflict. They agreed it is now 
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highly possible to work out 2 political settlement to the 
10-year-old problem. They hope the Jakarta informal 
meeting later this month will be able to end the deadlock 
and start a process toward the political settlement. 


After Kampuchea, will ASEAN have time to, or will it 
want to, look after its own problems? 


ASEAN has already stepped up its effort in demanding 
an end to the exodus of asylum seekers from Indochina. 
An international conference on this issue will be held 
early next year under the auspices of the UN secretary- 
general. 


What about ZOPFAN and SEANWFZ? 


The presence of the US bases in the Philippines will 
make the realization of these noble concepts impossible. 


Moreover, a Thai-U.S. joint war reserve stockpile will 
soon be set up in Thailand and a Thai-Chinese stockpile 
is under discussion. Are these stockpiles compatible with 
ZOPFAN? Most probably not. And neither are Thai- 
land’s and the Philipines’ security agreement with the 
U.S., and Singapore’s and Malaysia's security agreement 
with the UK, Australia and New Zealand. 


Like the U.S. bases in the Philippines, these security 
agreements of ASEAN members with Western powers 
are legacies from the Cold War era. ASEAN cannot make 
any meaningful progress in bringing about ZOPFAN and 
the SEANWEZ unless it has mustered enough courage to 
examine these Cold War relics and take a common stand 
on how to deal with them. 


By the way, if ASEAN considers the U.S. bases in the 
Philippines a bilateral issue between the Philippines and 
the U.S., how can ASEAN have any say about the Soviet 
military facilities in Vietnam, which strictly speaking are 
also a bilateral matter between Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union? 


12 Villagers Killed in Cross-Border Shelling 
BK0707020788 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Jul 88 p 1 


[Text] Artillery and mortar shells fired from inside 
Kampuchea killed |2 villagers and injured 19 others in 
Buriram Province yesterday, according to Local Admin- 
istration Department director-general Anek Sitthiprasat. 


The cross-border shelling took place as ASEAN ministers 
discussed plans to bring Khmer factions to talks in 
Jakarta in effort to find a political settlement for the 
ten-year conflict in Kampuchea. 


The shells landed on Hill 472 at the border. seriously 
wounding two Border Patrol policemen. 
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Artillery fire fell on Sai Taku village in Ban Kruat 
District, near Obok border pass, killing seven and injur- 
ing nine villagers. 


More shells landed in the same area later, killing five and 
injuring eight. 


Thai authorities are prepared to evacuate villagers in 
border areas in case fighting escalates, Mr Anek said, 
adding that border incidents will not affect the election 
campaign in Burirum. 


On Tuesday, a Thai soldier was killed and two others 
injured when a military truck was hit by machinegun fire 
in Prachin Buri Province, sources said. 


The truck was on its way to provide water to troops 
posted along the border in Ta Phraya District when it 
was ambushed by “foreign forces”, the sources said. 


Assistant Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Phichit Kun- 
lawanit yesterday inspected border villages in Ta Phraya 
and Aranyaprathet districts and Khlong Hat Sub-district 
while Vietnamese and Khmer Rouge forces continued 
fighting near the Phnom Malai mountain range about 10 
kilometres away, the sources said. 


Vietnam 


Hanoi Notes Downing of Iranian Airliner 
BK0607054188 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] According to foreign sources, on 4 July Washing- 
ton admitted that a U.S. warship operating in the south- 
ern part of the Gulf had shot down an Iranian airliner 
carrying 290 passengers. President Reagan termed it a 
tragedy and said that a full investigation is underway. 


The chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff said that 
the commanding officer of the U.S. warship had mis- 
taken the airliner for an Iranian F-14 fighter. Meanwhile, 
the iranian side confirmed that its airliner had exploded 
after being hit by a U.S. missile and that all of those 
aboard the plane. including 66 children, were fear” 
dead. 


Tehran Radio pointed out that this action by the United 
States is a horrendous crime and Iran will retaliate. The 
Iranian side declared 4 July a day of national mourning. 


Calls Action ‘Criminal’ 
BK060 7054588 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT § Jul 88 


[Text] As already reported, on 3 July a U.S. warship 
operating in the Persian Gulf area shot down an Iranian 
airliner with a missile, killing all 298 persons aboard. 
This criminal action by the United States has triggered 
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indignation among the Iranian people and strong pro- 
tests by world public opinion. The Iranian Government 
declared 4 July a day of national mourning in memory of 
the victims. 


On 3 July, Iranian Prime Minister Musavi said the 
United States must be held fully responsible for the 
consequences of its action. He pointed out the U.S. 
criminal action against the Iranian people would only 
arouse their hatred. After calling on the United Nations 
to begin an investigation and denounce this brutal action 
by the United States, he stressed that the presence of the 
U.S. Navy in the Persian Gulf will only aggravate the 
regional situation. 


On 4 July, the Soviet news agency TASS issued a 
statement pointing out that the action is a direct result of 
the intensified military activities of the U.S. Navy in the 
Persian Gulf. The statement demands that the United 
States withdraw its fleets from the region. It calls for 
settlement of the conflict through negotiations and, at 
the same time, stresses that military actions cannot lead 
to the normalization of the situation in that region. 


MIA Group’s Visit to Hawaii Reported 
BK0707084488 Hanoi VNA in English 0755 GMT 
7 Jul 88 


[Text] Hanoi OANA VNA July 6—A delegation of the 
Vietnam Office for Search of Missing Personnel visited 
the Joint Casualty Resolution Center and the Central 
Identification Laboratory in Hawaii, U.S.A., from June 
26-July |. 


During the visit, the Vietnamese and American sides had 
working sessions reviewing their cooperation in search 
for missing personnel. They held that in furtherance of 
the agreement reached betwen Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Co Thach and General John Vessey, special envoy of 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan, the two sides should 
exert more efforts to solve each other’s humanitarian 
issues. 


The Vietnamese sidc reiterated its government's good- 
will and humanitarian policy in the settlement of the 
missing in action (M.I.A.) issue. The Vietnamese special- 
ists exchanged experience on their work with officials of 
the two centers. 


The American side highly appreciated Vietnam's efforts 
over the recent time. It informed the Vietnamese side of 
its initial supply of technical equipment to the latter. 


The two sides noted that the meeting was useful and 
effective. 
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Spokesman’s Statement on ASEAN Communique 
BK0707120488 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[SRV Foreign Ministry spokesman’s statement on 
ASEAN foreign miiusters conference's joint communi- 
que—date not given] 


[Text] The SRV Foreign Minisiry’s spokesman has 
issued a statement on the 21st ASEAN foreign ministers 
conference's joint communique on the Cambodian issue. 
The content of which is as follow: 


1. The joint communique of the ASEAN Foreign Minis- 
terial Conference in Bangkok issued on 5 July 1988 
repeatedly assessed the situation and stand of the 
ASEAN countries during the past 9 years concerning the 
Cambodian issue. This stand has created confrontation 
between countries in Southeast Asia. Now the ASEAN 
countries have intentionally repeated this stand, contin- 
ued their slanderous allegations against Vietnam and the 
PRK, and totally defended the genocidal Pol Pot regime. 
This does not reflect the real situation in Cambodia, the 
Cambodian people's revival, and the fact that the PRK is 
totally controlling the entire country. The ASEAN coun- 
tries’ stand, which supports one side while opposing the 
other, has led to a stalemate in the settlement of the 
Cambodian issue during the past 9 years. 


2. The fact that the ASEAN countries issued such a 
hostile communique, in preparing for the Jakarta cock- 
tail party, indicates their negative stand at this meeting. 
With such a stand, the Jakarta cocktail party in late July 
1988 cannot bring about the results as expected. 


3. While public opinion is awaiting the Jakarta meeting, 
the fact that the ASEAN countries continue their allega- 
tions and policies of hostility against Vietnam and the 
PRK is causing a tense atmosphere before the meeting. 
This move, together with the ASEAN countries’ inten- 
tion to turn the Jakarta cocktail party into negotiations 
between Vietnam and the various Cambodian factions, 
shows that these countries do not advocate a construc- 
tive stand on the cocktail party in Jakarta. Obviously, 
that negative attitude of the ASEAN countries is under- 
mining the efforts to seek a political solution to the 
Cambodian issue. 


4. Now as ever before, the SRV will incessantly do all it 
can to contribute to reaching a political solution for the 
Cambodian issue and achieving peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia. It is hoped that the ASEAN countries 
will adopt a constructive stand, thereby meeting the 
aspirations of the peoples in the Southeast Asian coun- 
tries and the world in the interest of regional peace, 
friendship, and security. 
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Army Paper Cited 
BK0707104888 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] The Vietnamese Army newspaper QUAN DOI 
NHAN DAN said that the ASEAN should be more 
realistic and take concrete deeds. 


In a commentary on Thursday [7 July] the newspaper 
said: The ASEAN countries’ attempt to turn the Jakarta 
informal cocktail party into negotiations between Viet- 
nam and Kampuchean factions goes counter to the 
principle of the joint communique signed between Viet- 
nam and Indonesia in Ho Chi Minh City on 29 July, that 
is the Jakarta cocktail must be held in two stages. 


The newspaper said: The elimination of the Pol Potists is 
an urgent demand of the Kampuchean people and other 


peoples in the region. 


Commentary Urges Elimination of Pol Potists 
BK0507110688 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 5 Jul 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] The [word indistinct] paper, THE BAGHDAD 
OBSERVER, recently quoted a Western diplomat as 
Saying that Vietnam’s seriously realizing its commit- 
ments On complete troop pullout from Kampuchea by 
1990 and that the remaining question to be settled is the 
Khmer Rouge. Here is our radio commentary: 


Those people who are of objective view of the situation 
in Kampuchea have noted that to reach a political 
solution to the Kampuchean issue, there are two prob- 
lems to be solved, namely the withdrawal of Vietnamese 
Army volunteers from Kampuchea and the elimination 
of the Polpotists. However, forces hostile to Vietnam 
and Kampuchea deliberately ignore the elimination of 
Pol Pot and even try by all means to nurture and use 
them as instruments against the Kampuchean people. 


With the goodwill of Vietnam and the People’s Republic 
of Kampuchea, partial withdrawals of Vietnamese Army 
volunteers from Kampuchea have been carried out and 
the remaining volunteers will be withdrawn by 1990. In 
the last 6 years, seven troop pullouts have been carried 
out. In the seventh troop pullout, Vietnam withdrew the 
command of the Vietnamese volunteer army in Kampu- 
chea and military experts and the number of repatriated 
troops reached 50,000. 


Hundreds of newsmen from many countries witnessed 
the troop withdrawal. (Baynes Cronhills), a correspon- 
dent of the Australian radio, said the troop pullout 
marked an important step in Vietnam's promise for its 
complete withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers 
from Kampuchea by 1990. Meanwhile, the British 
Broadcasting Corporation said that though an official 
settlement of the Kampuchean issue has not yet been 
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obtained, Vietnam has started pulling out its troops from 
Kampuchea quicker than it was previously thought. This 
is clear that a flap [as heard] of the door is open for 
political settlement of the Kampuchea issue—the with- 
drawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers from Kampu- 
chea. 


As a Western diplomat rightly asserted: The remaining 
problem to be settled is the Khmer Rouge. Many polit- 
ical figures in Southeast Asian countries as well as the 
world public have demanded disarming the Pol Potists, 
bringing them to trial, eliminating them, and not letting 
them return to power in Kampuchea. 


American congressional leaders last Thursday called on 
the government to join the world community in prevent- 
ing the Khmer Rouge from returning to power in Kam- 
puchea and holding them responsible at an international 
court for the genocide in Kampuchea. 


The demand for elimination of the Pol Pot clique is a 
flap [as heard] of the door to be opened at present to 
obtain a political solution to the Kampuchean issue. In 
an interview with our radio correspondent recently, 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach said 
that ruling out al! possibilities of a comeback of the 
genocidal Pol Pot regime in Kampuchea is an obligation 
of the world community. 


‘Twinned’ Provinces Sign Economic Accord 
OW0707024288 Hanoi VNA in English 1514 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Hanoi OANA VNA July 6—An agreement on 
economic cooperation for 1988-89 has been signed 
between the Province of Nghe Tinh and it: Lao twinned 
province of Xieng Khouang. 


Under the agreement, the two provinces will exchange 
goods worth | 3 million kip (Lao currency) and cooperate 
to produce goods for export valued at !5 million kip. 


‘World’ Notes Openness at CPSU Conference 
BK0607062788 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Text] The 19th All-Union Conference of the CPSU held 
recently in Moscow has drawn the attention of world 
public opinion. The media in various countries has 
reported extensively on the conference and emphasized 
its unprecedented atmosphere of openness. 


Under such large headlines as “Effective Debates 
Conclude,” “Perestroyka Involves Everyone,” “Total 
Support for Pcrestroyka,” and “Process of Democratiza- 
tion and Reform Continues,” all newspapers in Czecho- 
slovakia have carried detailed reports on the last day of 
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the conference and summaries of statements by dele- 
gates. RUDE PRAVO stressed: The conference took 
place in a Leninist spirit. Here, the lofty sense of respon- 
sibility before the people and the revolution has tri- 
umphed. 


The Bulgarian papers RABOTNICHESKO DELO and 
ZEMEDELSKO ZNAME point out that the 19th All- 
Union Conference of the CPSU is truly an extraordinary 
conference. The debates there show that democratiza- 
tion has freed a strong current of thoughts, expectations, 
and creative ideas; and also demonstrate that the asser- 
tion of truth and openness is cleansing the social atmo- 
sphere and giving wings to all. 


The French paper LHUMANITE points out that Gen- 
eral Secretary Gorbachev's report contains more propos- 
als than the platform of the CPSU Central Committee. 
This is the result of broad discussions carried out in 
society prior to the opening of the conference. The 
extreme tension during the debates shows the richness of 
socialist principles which allows for the presentation of 
different views. The introduction of this characteristic 
by the Soviet Union is a great political event. 


Military Delegation Visits Indonesia 
—— Hanoi VNA in English 0718 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA July 6—A Vietnames? military dele- 
gation led by Senior-Lieutenant General Doan Khue, 
chief of the General Staff of the Vietnam People’s Army 
(VPA), paid an official friendship visit to Indonesia from 
June 27 to July 3. 


The visit was made at the invitation of General Edi 
Sudrajat, Army chief of staff of the Republic of Indone- 
Sia. 


While there, it had working sessions with an Indonesian 
military delegation led by General Edi Sudrajat who 
warmly welcomed the Vietnamese delegation’s working 
visit as an important event in the friendly relationship 
between Indonesia and Vietnam, and expressed his wish 
for the further enhancement of the friendship and coop- 
eration between the two countries and the two armies in 
the interests of each country, of peace and stability in the 
region. Senior-Lieutenant General Doan Khue thanked 
the Indonesian Army chief of staff, officers and men of 
the Indonesian Armed Forces for their warm welcome. 
He said: “Similar historical circumstances and their 
time-honoured friendship have made the two nations of 
Vietnam and Indonesia feel more sympathetic and close 
to each other. In the present situation, Vietnam holds 
that countries in the region should respect one another, 
settle their differences through negotiations and support 
every trend and every goodwill, which benifits peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia.” 
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On June 28, the Vietnamese guests were warmly received 
on separate occasions by Minister of National Defence 
and Security General Benni Murdani and Foreign Min- 
ister Ali Alatas. General Benni Murdani asked Senior 
Lieutenant General Doan Khue to convey his best 
regards to Vietnamese National Defence Minister Le 
Duc Anh. 


In the eveaing the same day, a banquet was given in their 
honour by General Edi Sudrajat. 


In the afternoon of June 30 they were also warmly 
received by General Tri Sutrisno, commander-in-chie/ 
of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Indonesia who 
welcomed the Vietnamese delegation’s visit through 
which, he said, the Indonesian side understands more 
clearly Vietnam’s stance and goodwill towards the Kam- 
puchea issue and the situation in the Truong Sa [Spratly] 
Archipelago. Indonesia would do her utmost to promote 
all peaceful developments, the general said. 


In the evening of July 1, Senior-Lieutenant General 
Doan Khue gave a reception at the Vietnamese Embassy 
in Jakarta, which was attended by General Edi Sudrajat 
and other Indonesian high-ranking officers. 


On July 2, the Vietnamese delegation called on President 
Suharto. Senior-Lieutenant General Doan Khue con- 
veyed best regards from the Vietnamese state leaders to 
President Suharto and his family, informed him of the 
results of his delegation’s working visit and thanked the 
Indonesian Government, people and Armed Forces for 
their hospitality. He expressed the Vietnamese Govern- 
ment and people’s gratitude to the Indonesian Govern- 
ment and people for their support and assistance, 
informed the Indonesian leader of several matters con- 
cerning the withdrawal of Vietnamese volunteer troops 
from Kampuchea and the Vietnam-Indonesia coopera- 
tion in implementing their July 87 agreement. 


President Suharto asked Senior-Lieutenant General 
Doan Khue to convey his best regards to General Secre- 
tary Nguyen Van Linh and other Vietnamese leaders. He 
warmly welcomed and highly appreciated the Vietnam- 
ese government's goodwill in sending a military delega- 
tion to Indonesia for a visit. He expressed his confidence 
that the friendship and cooperation between the two 
countries would be constantly strengthened in the inter- 
ests of each country, thus making important contribu- 
tions to peace, stability and development in the region. 


During its visit, the Vietnamese delegation laid a wreath 
at the Martyrs’s Cemetery in Jakarta and called at 
several army units and military institutions in Indonesia. 
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Leaders Greet Hungarian Counterparts 


Vo Chi Cong’s Greetings 
BK0307024088 Hanoi VNA in English 1540 GMT 
2 Jul 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA 2 July—State Council President Vo 
Chi Cong on 30 June extended his warmest congratula- 
tions to Bruno F. Straub on his election as president of 
the Presidential Council of the Hungarian People’s 
Republic. 


The message wished the friendship, militant solidarity, 
and fraternal cooperation between the two parties, two 
States, and two peoples of Vietnam and Hungary con- 
stant development. 


Le Quang Dao’s Greetings 
BK0307022888 Hanoi VNA in English 1538 GMT 
2 Jul 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA 2 July—National Assembly Chair- 
man Le Quang Dao on 30 June sent warm congratula- 
tions to Szandner Istvan on his election as president of 
the Hungarian National Assembly. 


The Vietnamese leader expressed his firm belief that his 
Hungarian counterpart would make great contributions 
to the further consolidation and strengthening of the 
fraternal friendship, militant solidarity, and comprehen- 
Sive cooperation between the two countries in the inter- 
ests of the two peoples, peace, and socialism. 


Research Station Commissioned in Spratlys 
BK0307021688 Hanoi VNA in English 1534 GMT 
2 Jul 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA 2 July—An oceanographic-meteoro- 
logical station has been commissioned on Song Tu Tay 
(south-west cay) Island of the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archi- 


pelago. 


The station is designed to collect data for weather 
forecasts. It also tracks low tropical atmospheric pres- 
sures and typhoons normally originating from the Phil- 
ippine islands and affecting Vietnam, and detects pres- 
sure centres formed in the region. 


Yesterday morning, first data gathered by the station 
were cabled to the inland. 


Swedish Emergency Aid Agreement Signed 
BK0307052488 Hanoi VNA in English 1545 GMT 
2 Jul 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA 2 July—An agreement on Sweden’s 
emergency aid to Vietnam was signed in Hanoi today by 
Deputy-Minister of External Economic Relations Dinh 
Phu Dinh, on behalf of the Vietnimese Government, 
and Swedish Ambassador to Vietnam Carl Erhard Lin- 
dahl, on behalf of the Swedish government. 
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Under this agreement, the Kingdom of Sweden wii! grant 
Vietnam 25 million krone (about 4 million U.S. dollars) 
to import fertilizer. 


Sea Products Company Meets Foreign Partners 
BK0407090488 Hanoi VNA in English 0718 GMT 
4 Jul 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA July 4—The Vietnam National Sea 
Products Export Corporation (SEAPRODEX) has met 
more than 30 foreign trade partners in Ho Chi Minh 
City. 


During the meeting, many foreign firms acclaimed Viet- 
nam’s policy regarding foreign investment, and 
expressed their wish for further cooperation with SEA- 
PRODEX in the coming years. 


SEAPRODEX has for several years now gained great 
prestige at home and abroad. It won the “Tradition and 
Prestige Award” in 1986, the “International Award for 
Commerce Expansion in Asia’, the “Grand Prix for Best 
Quality and Service” and the “Technical Innovation” in 
1987. 


SEAPRODEX has over the past 10 years provided 6,000 
engines, 4,500 fishing vessels and tens of thousands of 
nets for private fishermen throughout the country. It also 
built 40 more cold stores, and invested in expanding the 
country’s total shrimp-rearing area to 120,000 hectares. 


Do Muoi To Reduce Number of Vice Premiers 
OW0707091788 Tokyo KYODO in English 0856 GMT 
7 Jul 88 


[Text] Bangkok, July 7 KYODO—Vietnam’s Premier 
Do Muoi, newly elected by the National Assembly on 
June 22, has decided to reduce the number of vice 
premiers from six to four, according to a reliable source 
in Har ~i. 


The retained four are senior Vice Premier Vo Van Kiet, 
who lost to Do Muoi in a bid for the premiership, 
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, Nguyen Khanh and 
Vo Nguyen Giap. 


Vo Van Kiet will continue to play a leading role as first 
vice premier in the cabinet, according to the source. 


Do Muoi has also decided specific duties for the four 
vice premiers, the source disclosed. 


Kiet will be in charge of economic administration, 
aiming at higher productivity and reducing inflation. 


Thach will steer Vietnam’s foreign diplomacy, while 
Giap will be responsible for education. 


Khanh will assume a new post as chief cabinet secretary 
to Do Muoi and Kiet. He is regarded as a strong aspirant 
for Vietnam’s leadership, the source said. 
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Do Muoi himself will be in charge of national security, 
defense and inflation control. 


Do Muoi Receives Congratulations From Abroad 
BK0507090188 Hanoi VNA in English 0712 GMT 
5 Jul 88 


{Text} Hanoi VNA July 5—The newly-elected chairman 
of the Council of Ministers, Do Muoi, has received more 
congratulations from his counterparts in Cuba, Afghan- 
istan, Mozambique, and Yugoslavia. 


In his message, Fidel Castro Ruz, president of the Siate 
Council and the Council of Ministers of the Republic of 
Cuba, expressed Cuba’s resolve to promote its friendship 
and cooperation with Vietnam, and wished Chairman 
Do Muoi success in his noble mission. 


For his part, Muhammad Hasan Sharq, prime minister 
of the Republic of Afghanistan, expressed his wish that 
the Vietnamese people, under the leadership of Chair- 
man Do Muoi, would obtain new achievements in build- 
ing a prosperous Vietnam. 


Mario de Graca Machungo, prime minister of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Mozambique, said he hoped that under 
the clearsighted leadership of Chairman Do Muoi, the 
friendship and cooperation between the peoples and 
governments of Mozambique and Vietnam would be 
further developed. 


Congratulations have also come from Branko Mikulic, 
president of the Federal Executive Council of the Social- 
ist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 


Do Muoi Article on Land Utilization 
BK0307132088 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
26 May 88 p 2 


[Article by Do Muoi: “Satisfactorily Protecting and 
Using Agricultural and Forest Lands is an Urgent Task 
at the Present Time”] 


[Text] Situation Concerning Utilization of Agricultural 
and Forest Lands in Past Years [subhead] 


Despite many shortcomings, the management and utili- 
zation of agricultural and forest land resources in past 
years have greatly contributed to the realization of the 
strategic tasks and socioeconomic targets set forth by the 


party. 


A salient feature observed in the recent past is that 
notwithstanding the enemy’s long-term, multifaceted 
war of sabotage, and economic upheavals and imbal- 
ances in many areas, as well as repeated natural calam- 
ities that struck at some crop production seasons in 
many key areas, we have striven to overcome difficulties 
and obstacles in making ever better use of the existing 
agricultural land. Areas specializing in the cultivation of 
rice and subsidiary food crops have been set up, and 
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intensive crop cultivation has been carried out at an an 
increasingly higher level. Grain production volume has 
been steadily increasing since 1981. We are breaking 
away from the monoculture of rice, developing indus- 
trial crops, and using all types of water-covered lands to 
raise and culture aquatic products, adopting policies 
aimed at encouraging the reclamation of virgin and 
fallow lands, and multicropping to enlarge the cultivated 
areas, and so forth. 


Satisfactory headway has been initially made in the 
preservation and development of forest resources. In 
recent years, thousands of hectares of contiguous forests 
have been restored. 


The application of the mechanism of extending product 
contracts to labor groups and laborers (in accordance 
with Directive 100-CT/TU) and the enforcement of the 
contract system for cooperatives, cooperative members, 
and so forth in the planting and preservation of forests 
(in accordance with Directive No 29-CT/TU) have 
pegged the interests and responsibilities of laborers, 
production units, and localities to the lands they are 
directly using. Thanks to this, land has been put to better 
use, and its fertility and productivity have increased in 
many areas. 


Land surveys have also been carried out in many phases. 
Although maps and documents are incomplete and the 
level of accuracy therein for each type of land and each 
area is not high, they are generally available for all 
managerial echelons and sectors using lands to organize 
land management and utilization. Recently, the state has 
organized land survey, classification, and registration so 
as to have a firmer grasp of the holdings, quality, and 
types of lands, as well as their users to meet the new 
requirements for economic development and social 
management. 


An important step of development has also been realized 
in the area of policies and law on land. The 1980 
Constitution establishes the system of all-people owner- 
ship over land. All the land throughout the country is 
national property and falls under the state’s unified 
management. This stipulation has created favorable con- 
ditions for overcoming fragmentation in land manage- 
ment and allowed for better land utilization on a 
national scale. At present, the law on land has been 
promulgated, and this is an important development of 
profound socioeconomic significance to agrarian legisla- 
tion in our country. Although specific guiding docu- 
ments are not yet available, many localities have applied 
the spirit of the constitutional stipulation and the law on 
land to the resolution of problems engendered by reali- 
ties. Therefore, negative manifestations in land manage- 
ment and utilization have been overcome step by step. 


However, besides the achievements mentioned above, 
we have also manifested shortcomings that need to be 
quickly remedied. 
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First of all, regarding the utilization of the country’s 
more than 33 million hectares of lands, we have used 21 
percent of these land resources for agricultural produc- 
tion, 29 percent for forestry, and 5 percent for special- 
ized usage and residential purposes. The remaining 45 
percent (most of which are left unused) are for other 
uses. Of the land now being used for agricultural produc- 
tion, as much as 90 percent is put under rice and 
subsidiary food crops; and of the land for forestry usage, 
only a very small percentage is covered with dense 
forests. 


Although some regions collected an annual yield of more 
than 100 quintals per hectare; the nation as a whole, on 
the average, obtained only 24-25 quintals per hectare. 
Development of land for production has not been car- 
ried out fuily and consistently. The coefficient in using 
agricultural land nationwide is |.3 crops per year. While 
some regions have planted four crops or more a year; 
many other regions maintained their one crop system. 


The problem of prime concern to forestry now is the 
serious decrease in forest areas. During the past 40 years 
(1943-83), forest land has decreased by 45 percent, of 
which half a million hectares have been eroded. 
Although tree planting and afforestation have been 
developed vigorously in the past several years, generally 
speaking, the newly planted forest areas are still far from 
being sufficient to compensate for the decreasing areas 
caused by exploitation, burning forests for slash-and- 
burn cultivation, bushfires, unwarranted destroying of 
forests in coastal areas for immediate interests, and the 
lack of long-term planning. 


Moreover, the general trend is that more areas of agri- 
cultural land, especially in the delta regions, will be 
gradually used for other purposes, such as the building of 
populated areas, towns, communications, water conser- 
vancy, cultural, social, security, and national defense 
projects. During 1980-85, rice acreage of the nation has 
been decreased, on the average, 74,000 hectares per year. 
To date, this situation has not been changed. 


However, virgin land areas still exist in many regions 
and most of them can be used for agriculture and 
forestry, but a lot of money must be spent and great 
effort must be made to reclaim, reform, and improve 
them before fruitful results can be achieved. We have 
been carrying out this task for some time, but due to 
unexpected difficulties and other socioeconomic and 
management factors and so forth—including inappropri- 
ate distribution of the production force for reclaiming 
land—the result obtained was low while some already 
reclaimed areas have been left fallow. 


Thanks to the state’s constant attention, various scien- 
tific, judiciary, social and other agencies have been 
established to undertake the land management task. 
However, due to many limitations concerning aware- 
ness, managerial capability, material-technical bases, 
and the failure to promptly devise a mechanism for 
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developing the management at each level of organiza- 
tions and the laborers in land management and utiliza- 
tion, negative phenomena have yet to be checked. The 
practices of unwarranted burning and destroying forest 
for slash-and-burn cultivation, illegally occupying land, 
selling and transfering lands, allocating land at variance 
with utilization purposes, and wastefully using land have 
been allowed to continue for many years. This situation 
has caused losses to the nation’s resources in terms of 
land, serious decrease in agricultural and forest land, and 
adverse effect on building and consolidating new pro- 
duction relations in the rural areas, thereby creating a 
great obstacle to efforts for stabilizing the situation. 


While agricultural and forest land has been seriously 
decreased, the population growth is still high. In 1945, 
our population was 28 million; in 1985, within only 40 
years, it reached 60 million. The annual growth rate at 
present is 2.2-2.3 percent (an increase, on the average, of 
1-1.5 million people annually). Rapid population growth 
has caused great difficulties to our country’s socioeco- 
nomic development and adversely affected the income, 
activities, and livelihood of each family. 


In the past 5 years, due to improper land utilization as 
mentioned above and rapid population growth, natural 
land has, on the average, decreased by 14 percent (or 902 
square meters per capita), agricultural land by |2 percent 
(or 159 square meters per capita), and cultivated land by 
17 percent (or 199 square meters per capita). While we 
have yet to reach the target of putting each individual 
peasant to work on 3 sao [area unit equivalent to 360 
square meters] of land, our country’s per-capita culti- 
vated area at present has, on the average, dropped to 
only 938 square meters. 


There still exists a serious imbalance between land and 
labor: the figure of per-capita natural land of the area 
with the highest average is 20 times larger than that of 
the area with the lowest. The Bac Bo Delta covers only 
5.27 percent of the country’s area, but its population 
accounts for as much as 22.3 percent of the country’s 
total. Meanwhile, the northern mountainous region 
which occupies 26.84 percent of the country’s area only 
claims 9.3 percent of the total population; the Central 
Highlands, occupying 16.9 percent of the country’s area, 
claims 3 percent of the total population. 


Overcome Shortcomings, Develop the Results Already 
Achieved To Surge Forward [subhead] 


The sixth party congress has set forth the targets for the 
eighties, which call for land manangement and rational 
land utilization so that every hectare of land will bring 
about high economic efficiency, to put into use within 
about three 5-year plans all the 10 million hectares of 
agricultural land and 15 million hectares of forest land 
and to put cultivated land under two crops a year on the 
average in order to produce 19-20 million tonnes of grain 
annually. It is necessary to increase agricultural land in 
both directions—opening virgin land and practicing 
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intensive cultivation and muticropping—and set up 
high-yield rice areas and industrial crop areas. We must 
also complete at an early date the formulation of a 
combined agricultural-forestry-industrial plan; encour- 
age tree planting for afforestation purposes and forest 
preservation; decentralize forest management to the 
localities as in the case of agricultural land management; 
continue to allocate land and forests to cooperatives, 
Army units, and other economic units; and apply various 
forms of contracts to enable cooperative members’ fam- 
ilies engaged in afforestation to preserve forests and 
utilize agricultural land satisfactorily. 


It is noted in the political report presented at the sixth 
party congress that “apart from having yet to be 
exploited satisfactorily, the country’s natural resources 
have been used wastefully, especially with regard to 
agricultural land and forest resources....” 


“Economic policies must be designed to rapidly and 
effectively tap all existing and latent capabilities of the 
economy, which consist. of about half of the equipment 
Capacity yet to be put to use; land that offers much 
possibility for intensive cultivation; and forests, seas, 
and other natural resources that have yet to be satisfac- 
torily exploited.” 


The report on the main orientations and targets for 
socioeconomic development in 1986-90 presented at the 
sixth party congress asserts: “*... to realize the grain target 
mentioned above, it is necessary to apply a series of 
concerted measures. First of all, land must be men- 
tioned. In the past, we have let good rice-growing land 
decrease by hundreds of thousands of hectares. This 
situation cannot be allowed to continue. It is necessary to 
perfect planning for land utilization and carry out land 
management satisfactorily, especially with regard to the 
grass-roots level and rice-growing land. Attention should 
be given to comprehensive measures designed to simul- 
taneously improve the fertility of the soil and increase 
the land utilization coefficient.” 


To meet the above-said requirements drastic changes in 
both thought and action are needed. Above all, we must 
thoroughly understand the various directives of the party 
Central Committee, especially those issued since 1980 
on the agricultural front (for instance, the recent Reso- 
lution No 10 of the Political Bureau on renovating 
economic management in agriculture), and renovate 
economic thinking while organizing land management 
and utilization in the spirit of the law on land just 
adopted by the National Assembly. All this should be 
linked to the concerted implementation of other mea- 
sures in order to build a new economic structure and a 
mechanism of management suited to a multi-component 
economy during the first stage of the transitional period. 
Efforts must first of all be concentrated on resolving 
satisfactorily the following issues: 
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First, it is ncessary to ensure the successful institution- 
alization of the laboring people's right to socialist collec- 
tive mastery in utilizing land and enjoying the fruits of 
their labor and investment on the plot of land that has 
been allocated to them. We must go by the specific 
situation and characteristics of land and the land utili- 
zation purposes and components to clarify the authority, 
responsibility, and interest of a land user and harmoni- 
ously combine the three interests—state interest, collec- 
tive interest, and the land user's interest. By satisfacto- 
rily solving this issue, land users will be at ease to devote 
their work and property to further developing the effi- 
ciency of land and favorable conditions will be created 
for us to bring into full play the initiative and creativity 
of those organizations and individuals using land. 


In the socialist transformation of agriculture, we must 
choose the forms and steps that suit the natural, eco- 
nomic, and social characteristics in each region in order 
to manipulate land management and utilization. We 
must also consider the efforts to constantly increase the 
productivity, quality, and efficiency of land and develop 
the production forces as the objectives of this task and 
use effective forms and policies in manipulating land 
management and utilization to encourage all members of 
society, especially those with labor and technical capa- 
bilities, to satisfactorily use land for agricultural and 
forestry production. 


Second, It is necessary to combine the decentralization 
of land management (in compliance with the law on 
land) closely with economi~ ‘n agement in general (in 
compliance with the sixth party © ,. ess resolution and 
the Political Bureau's Resolution No 10 on renovation of 
economic management in agriculture). We must define 
clearly the authority, responsibility, and interest for each 
echelon, using efficiency as the objective of the decen- 
tralization of land management, which means assigning 
a task related to land management to any echelon that 
can perform it with higher efficiency. Satisfactorily 
decentralizing land management is an important mea- 
sure to establish a mechanism of mastery in land man- 
agement at each echelon and each establishment. 


Third, it is necessary to formulate plans for optimal 
utilization of land aimed at satisfactorily exploiting the 
land potential in each region under a combined agricul- 
ture-forestry-industry structure. Based on the relatively 
diverse characteristics of the land and climate in some 
regions of our country, we must ensure suitable produc- 
tion structures such as: 


Fishery-agricultural-forestry-industrial structure in the 
coastal region. Industry in this region involves the pro- 
cessing of marine products, the system of cold storages, 
boat engine and fishing net production and repair instal- 
lations, and salt processing establishments. 


Agroindustrial structure in the farmland region to com- 
bine agricultural production with the processing of grain, 
food, and industrial and agricultural products and the 
repair of farm machines. 
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Forestry-agricultural-industrial structure in the midland 
and mountainous regions to combine agricultural pro- 
duction with the processing of raw materials and long- 
term industrial plants. 


In each region, it is necessary to use land along the line of 
specialized cultivation in combination with general agri- 
cultural-forestry-fishery business activities and various 
branches and trades so as to create a multiform eco- 
nomic structure. This is an effective mode of utilization 
of land, labor, capital, and materials for our entire 
society not only in the immediate future but also on a 
long-term basis. 


Because our agricultural land is too limited, it is neces- 
sary to expand the cultivated area in both directions— 
practicing multicropping and opening virgin land. How- 
ever, we still have to confront certain difficulties in both 
directions. 


In agriculture, multicropping is the most economical 
measure for utilizing land and successfully bringing into 
play the inherent strengths concerning land and climatic 
conditions of each area, for it yields benefits in various 
fields with little investment of efforts and energy. To do 
this we must naturally effect various mutually-sup- 
porting measures in agriculture while redistributing the 
production forces on a national scale. However, it is 
necessary first of all to resolve satisfactorily the issue of 
water conservancy as this is, most obviously, a measure 
that will bring about economic efficiency. At present, the 
amount of land benefitting from active irrigation and 
drainage work accounts for just over 10 percent of the 
annual cultivated area. It is mainly because of their 
failure to settle the issue of water conservancy that a 
number of localities still have to maintain their one crop 
system. 


The reclamation of virgin land constitutes an important 
measure for generating more land for agricultural pro- 
duction and afforestation, for redistributing our produc- 
tion forces, for overcoming the imbalance between land 
and labor, and for bringing into full play the nation’s 
inherent strengths concerning land and labor. If we want 
to succeed in our land reclamation efforts, then we must 
first of ail, conduct basic land surveys to have a clear 
picture of the land involved concerning area, quality of 
soil, topographical and hydrological conditions, and so 
forth. These surveys will provide a basis for capital, 
labor, and material investment in land reclamation and 
for proper land utilization. 


Since land reclamation; management, utilization, pro- 
tection, and improvement of reclaimed land; and estab- 
lishment of new economic zones in areas under reclama- 
tion progams are part of a concerted, uniform, and 
perfected plan, they all call for the active cooperation 
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between many sectors and echelons. This is one of the 
most difficult tasks to be done in order to effect a 
harmonious redistribution of the production forces on a 
national scale. Only by adopting this system can we 
increasingly bring into play the effectiveness of our land 
reclamation program and satisfactorily protect our land 
as a whole and our agricultural and forest land in 
particular. 


Nearly two-thirds of our nation’s rice-growing area 1s 
located in the Red River Delta and the Mekong River 
Delta where land is fertile and comes under a fairly good 
quality water conservancy system. In the meantime, 
nearly 20 percent of the nation’s area is classified as poor 
quality soil and is located mostly in new economic zones. 
Besides, part of the nation’s area is covered by sulfate 
soil, leached soil, saline soil, swampy soil, and eroded 
soil. Therefore, along with intensive cultivation, multi- 
cropping, and reclamation of virgin and fallow lands as 
mentioned above, we must work out a comprehensive 
plan for protecting and bringing into full play our fertile 
land while properly utilizing and working out measures 
for improving our low quality soil. These are ways to 
quickly increase our crop yields, to ensure rational and 
effective use of land, and to meet the urgent demands of 
today’s life. 


Fourth, together with the above-mentioned efforts to 
rationally utilize agricultural and forest land, it is neces- 
sary to conduct regular land inspection tours and to take 
timely and appropriate action against the illegal use of 
agricultural and forest land. 


Fifth, it is important to promptly organize land manage- 
ment organizations at all levels in accordance with the 
spirit of the law on land so these organizations may help 
the state closely manage land as a whole and agricultural 
and forest land in particular. 


Land constitutes a priceless national resource and an 
irreplaceable means of production for agriculture and 
forestry. Whether we succeed in our attempt to stabilize 
the socioeconomic situation and to develop the national 
economy will depend largely on the concrete results 
brought about by our land management and utilization. 


Not only will agricultural and forest land management 
and utilization help develop the national economy and 
promote agriculture and forestry but it will also cc ‘trib- 
ute actively to stabilizing the present socioeconcmic 
situation. A correct policy on agricultural and forest land 
managemeni and utilization will determine the outcome 
of other economic policies. 


It is our historic mission to provide the succeeding 
generations with lots of lands that are fertile, highly 
productive, properly managed, and capable of generating 
steady crop yields. 
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